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PREFACE. 



To attempt to deny the prevalence of 
vices amongst the Greeks, would be iw 
ridiculous aii to detract from their enor- 
mity, on the plea of the causes which have 
produced them, is pardonable, and even 
a duty. The links which for centuriew 
have fettered this oppressed race, have 
been wrought by »he prime advocates of 
barbarism, and distended from the hands 
of the most perverted in principle of all 
God's creatures, over the last unstable 
' relics of a nation once free and gloriou*;. 
The spirit of faction, engendered by the 
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ambitious disciples of the Fanar, whose 
only shrine is diplomacy, and whose only 
tenets of virtue are in the promulgation of 
licentiousness, whilst spreading its poison 
has tainted with its rancour spirits in 
their natural state free, open, generous, 
and brave. Of such a kind are the 
klephtes, who, even prior to the revolu- 
tion, have spumed the yoke, which the 
policy of individuals has courted; who, 
amalgamating their natures with their 
rocky, but free soil, have prefen*ed the 
refreshing wind which blows over it, 
to all the dazzling* gems and per- 
fumed couches of their sensual and 
low-spirited Primates in the vale. And 
to these mountaineers, before we ha- 
zard an opinion of a nation, must we 
first of all look for traits of its character. 
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It is not the mere coasting along a 
shore with our mind fiill of prejudices 
against it — ^it is not from those para- 
sites, called Franco-GneekSf met with 
in these gleanings, who have used their 
travels merely to cull the vices of both 
races to which their name alludes, and 
to acquire a speciousness which, like 
** a painted sepulchre,** renders them fair 
without, — it is not from such causes 
that opinions should be disseminated, 
or judgment formed, with respect to the 
chamcter of a sorrowing people. 

Convinced, however, that where pre- 
judices have strengthened, a power far 
mightier than the author's must be ex- 
erted to dispel them, as well as that where 
they do not exist, these palliatives are 
ah'eady anticipated, no longer trans- 
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gression shall be made od the public 
patience by any further prelude — save 
this affirmation — that all the characters 
mentioned in the following* pages, as well 
Franks as Greeks, are the fair delineation 
of those who are now acting on the same 
6eld which the author himself has so re- 
cently strayed over, and to which, God 
willing it, he purposes speedily to return. 
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CHAPTER I. 



Oh ! if you rear this hooie against this houe. 
It will the woefullest dirision prore. 
That erer fell upon this cursed earth* 

King Bidiard JL 



At the oommencement of the period which 
the following pages are intended to illastrate^ 
Greece presented a history of times far un- 
worthy of the preceding three years occnpied 
in her revelation. The only chieftains calca- 
latedy by their heroism and disinterestedness, 
to redeem her primitive lustre — they who had 
borne first in every fight the holy standard 
against her oppressors — ^were now overpowered 
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by the intrignes of the existing government ; 

and, not losing sight of the patriot in the in- 
jured, were lamentiug the iafatualion of their 

conntry rather than their owd sufferings within 

the prison-walls of Hydra. Others, attached 
to the same cause, had chosen exilement, and 
sighed over the proceedings of their ill-judging 
directors, breathing fervently the prayer, that 
the eyes of the populace being soon opened to 
discernment, they Ihem^elves might be recalled 
to power and to action, before the storm should 
bnrst which was gathering so fast around their 
beloved nation. Amongst the number uf 
ihe voluntary exiles was the gallant chieftain 
Niketaa. Proscribed, like the rest who sought 
to weed out Ihe vices of the administration, 
he fled from ihe Peninsula; but, disdaining to 
seek retirement whilst his arm remained firm, 
he used the rights of a simple citizen now 
that the confidence of a general was withdrawn 
from lam, and repaired, with a few trusty fol- 
lowers, to Ibe defence of Missolonghi, at that 
time BDBtaining an unequal siege by Veli Pasha, 
with an army of twenty thousand Turks from 
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Anatoli. Bnt the most considerable of atl these I 
leaders was the Moreote chieftaJD ColocotroaL 1 
His possessions, which, unlike most others, Aff I 
bad acquired worthily, aroused tbe avarice of 1 
the government. Perceiving that he was chafed, j 
for them, he threw at the feet of his pursueis I 
the thing they coveted, not, as the beaver in I 
tbe fable, for the safely of hia life, but for a | 
nobler motive — the preservation of his coim* j 
try. His riches be resigned to them, that their 
disunion might cease, but this sacrifice failed 
of elTect; for, on their wishes beiug thus far 
complied with, they grew insatiable. The 
power which Coiocolroni's merit bad secured 
to him lay iu the hearts of the people, and to 
destroy thut, was next the aim of the subtle 
Mavrocordato. For ihe purpose of effecting 
these plans be withdrew into Western Greece, 
uuder pretence of inspecting affairs there — 
whence, retorning into the Morea, with an 
army of four thousand Romigliotes, he sub- 
dued the man he dreaded. 

The energy which so short time back bad 
evinced itself throughout tbe nation, was looked 
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for now in vain, and tbe stubborn inaction of 
a long deep dream seemed to have succeeded 
to the feeliDg become extinct. The Primates 
began to sjgh for the days of Turkish luxury, 
— the peasants for those times when they were 
snffered to render their aunual tribute, and 
then let their sheep graze on unharmed ; — nay, 
the very Stratioti{'), as the cnmbroas yataghan (*) 
pressed on their slender waists, bethought 
them bow much lighter had been ibe Moslem's 
wine-cnps; and, as this deadening lethargy 
glided through their nerves, they forgot how 
nobly but yesterday they had strained them, to 
drive] far from the bracing mountains tbe ty- 
rants who first had planted on their manly soil 
the luxuries which their enervated souls now 
pined for. The same deep-scheming Fana- 
riote ('}, whose snares overpowered Colocotroni, 
had formerly promoted, by his intrigues, to the 
rank of President, the Hydriote Conduriottis, 
and he rejoiced at these dissensions which agi- 
tated tb« country, and turned the attention of 
tbe pDbHc entirety towards them, instead of to 
\ |l~ 'n aal change of members, by which means 
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I the patroD of bis cboice slill remained oa lliti 
[ throne where he had placed him. The very 
I inability displayed by ConduriotliH for this hi^li 
I station, was tbe very motive which urged the 
I wily Mavrocordato to attain it for him. JIik 
I owD term of g'overnment be well knew hail 
I expired, and he could not think of a better 
I machine whereby to protract it than thin Hy- 
I driote, whose total ignorance promiEed to his 
} designs all the facility he could hope for in 
\ Ibeir execution. For the conliouance of thin 
id's power beyond the usual space, Mavru- 
cordato assigned as pretext, that tbe riches 
and ioflaence which be possessed in his owu 
I U Mill were the sole means existiog bj wUdi 
t expedition oiigfat be el ceto J W ^kt Bf- 
i leet, wUch dow kept ilati— ly ■■ ■!• 



t^^pama^ 



H 



IfOMBftckwo" 




and of the ships so fondly reckoned on, some 
were employed in piracy, some in private traffic, 
and others within their port, but none took 
measures to oppose the fleet of Mechmet Ali, 
wHich was proudly dashing through the waves 
of the j£)gean, and shipping forces from Cy- 
prus, Khodes, and Candia, for the destruction 
of the Morea. Not that his Excellency was 
i^orant of these operations, — no — his views 
were favoured by the plans of the Egyptian ; 
for to such an extent did individual ambition 
oarry him, that he would have beheld with in- 
diflerence the destruction of the whole Pelop- 
ponesus, so long as it impeded Ihe enemy from 
invading his own dear island of Hydra, with 
its stony houses and well-lended orchards, — 
The public intereal. in a word, was never so 
much sacriticed to the wish of dominion in an 
ambitions few, as by placing at the head of the 
nation Coudunottis. Too weak to command, 
too vain to consult, and too stubborn, even 
when advised, to obey, the errors of his ad- 
ministration could not fail to produce their 
efiecta upon a people so well calculated to re- 
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teive them as the Moreotea, These, Lived in 
their capital, and aurronntled with luxuries, to 
which, on the snowy mountains, Ihey had been 
unused, were soon fascinated by the change, 
and determined to enjoy the benefits of their 
Presideat's repose as long as it might last ; too 
happy, while in free possession of their own 
wills, for tlie feeling of regret to evince itself 
on the loss of the chieftains whom once they 
had obeyed ; or, even if sometimes these were 
reflected on, it was but as on those in whose 
disgrace depended the tranquillity gf the 
people as mere puppets to their will, who 
might be restored, should impending dangers 
render necessary their redemption, at the plea- 
sure of the nation, without the tliougbts of 
them or their captivity being allowed previ- 
ously to break in upon the happy quiet it now 
enjoyed. This infatuation was quickly ap- 
proaching to a crisis : already rich golden pher- 
meJi (*) had taken the place of the vermin-co- 
loured jacket, which until now each had been 
proad to exhibit in boasting of the campaigns 
"whereia they had been worn. The rough 
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moantain-tTeadiDg sarrukia (^) were exchanged 
for the light papoutzi (*), exqnialtely modelled 
to the foot; and the humblest stratiote, who 
had ever trembled at the nod of his chieftain, 
would now acknowledge none greater than him- 
self, and bend a still haughtier brow on the 
Primate who chanced to pass bim. As these 
symptoms of disaffection increased, Mavro- 
cordato, whose talents were never idle, began 
to look, around him, and perceive the necessity 
of a reform. He reflected that an ignorant 
populace, with nothing but their inclinations 
to govern them, seldom confined these, when 
they tended to ambition, within very moderate 
bounds ; that, forgetting their emancipation 
was to he struggled for, tliey might dream of 
it as wrought; and he feared lest, in the aspira- 
tions attendant on these bold imaginings, his 
patron's seat might totter, and be himself might 
fall. He felt that the security of the leaders 
could never bo maintained while the people 
remained in inactivity. With a view to disturb 
it, therefore, he began to nrge the necessity of 
entering with speed upon the campaign of 
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Western Greece, as well to defeod Misso- 
loDghi, as to blockade Patras— a plan which 
had long been suggested, but which, through 
the disuoion of the leaders, had failed of beiriE; 
practised. Sanctioned to the step by the Pre- 
sident, Mavrocordatu sent off orders forthwith 
to Xaimi, Londo, and Seceni, — the three Mo- 
reotc Chieftains of most power, — to march out 
their followers ; the concurrence of these lead- 
ers being absolutely necessary, from the position 
of their several estates, Calavrita, Vestizza, 
and Gastuni, which border on the confines of 
the Turkish city. These, however, had their 
individual interest too much at heart to comply 
with the orders of the President. Each well 
knew that should Palras be conquered, and 
bis possessions remain no longer in hazard of 
the enemy, the present privilege of having so 
many retainers would be denied him, and the 
large sums extorted annually from government, 
on pretence of their support, (though in reality 
for the purpose of satisfying his own aimings 
at pre-emineuce,) would also be denied him, 
as their object was removed. Thus aware that 
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in ihe capture of tliis town tlieir own authority 
would be destroyed, these three clueftains de- 
layed submitting to the orders of the govern- 
ment, alleging their inability to procure pro- 
visions necessary for their armies, and demand- 
ing them at the same time from the leading 
power. No soouer was this request refused 
than the Chieftains furmally refused obedience. 
Mavrocordato, aware that this insubordination, 
unless quelled, would add nothing to the dig- 
nity of his patron or his own well-doing, and 
perceiving that the means of averting it by 
force were far beyond his power, had re- 
course, as usual, to stratagem. First, he boldly 
affirmed these leaders to be traitors to the cause, 
and, adding that their disaffection stood not in 
the way of his projects, persisted in his lirst 
intentions — sending off all the old Capitanj, 
vho had heads to plod with, to the different 
' parts of the Morea in the vicinity of Patraa, 
and appointing the place of rendezvous at 
GastDni. The refractory chieftains, not ig- 
norant of these measures, which threatened 
aa much danger to their own estates as to the 
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possessions of the enemy, called secret 
conncils amoD^t themselves, to concert on 
the best method of destroying tbem. Too 
bang;hty to submit after having once resolved 
to disobey, they disseminated their rebellious 
spirit amongst the neighbouring districts, and, 
setting forth tho right of the nation to an an- 
nnal syneleipsis (J), insisted upon its being no 
longer delayed. The dame, once kindled, 
qnickly spread ; half the people, on being 
aroused, joined its voice to these demands, 
and dissensions seemed once more about to 
embroil the Morea in civil feuds, no less de- 
strnctive than those which, after so much blood- 
shed, had been qncUed. Mavrocordato knew 
well the character of Xaimi, and he dreaded 
its influence amongst the nation. He per- 
ceived him to be reviving in its bosom tbe 
seeds which Colocotroni had lirat planted there, 
and finding' that tbe public t^eeined well dis- 
posed to favour the views of this new oppo- 
nent, he set all his talents to work on their 
defeat. He urged the President to assure the 
people of bis entire attachment to their per- 
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sons, and devotion to their interests — and the 
necessity of adopting tbe plans he bad made, 
which were grounded on the preservatii 
both ; to exhort them to delay, if not utterly 
to cease, these civil factions, which, by retard 
ing the common operations against the enemy, 
would work infallibly their own destruction. 
Tbe required address was made, and these 
persuasions, heightened over by the rhetoric 
Mavrocordato, had for awhile their effect — t 
fleet prepared to sail, and Conduriottis, albeil 
unused to war, himself set out to march at the 
head of bis army, for the supposed invasion. 
Yet the calm, thus formed in a moment, was 
but short-lived and delusive. All the disal 
fected of the nation, of whom, when thus called 
to show themselves, were found many, had 
already flocked round tbe uplifted banner ol 
Xairai. Amongst them were to be found those 
who had been engaged with Colocotroni during 
the civil war; some few, whose sentiments 
patriotism wore centered in the success 
Xaimi, as the only method by which their 
country might be free ; but tbe far grealer 
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number of the insargents coDsisted of persons 
whose individaal interests were connected with 
his advancement. Londo, the cousin of this 
leader, was iikevise increasing considerably 
the number of his partisans from amongst 
those dependants, who, allured by llie se- 
dncing^ lascivioasness of his divans, had 
made themselves his retainers for the pleasures 
these luxuries afTorded. Seceni alone, of the 
three proscribed, took a neutral part. lie 
loved bis case too well voluntarily to disturb it ; 
and, predestinarian as he was, seated in the 
midst of the Turkish harem, which bis own 
money and others' toils had provided for bim, 
he left to fate the result. The energy of the 
two other chieftains, however, made up for the 
want of it in this old dotard. Already they 
were iu arms to force the reform they needed, 
when intelligeRce was received that Ibrahim, 
son of the Pasha of Egypt, had effected a dis- 
embark ment of bis troops at Modon and Coron, 
and had already commenced an attack upon 
Nnvarene. 

It was early in the spring of 1825, when the 



16 



SKETCHES OF 



Morea, so lovely still and once so fertile, was 
gnfieriDg yet farther devastation from the troops 
scattered over it, in their wild and disorderly 
retreat from Gastani, to repulse this new enemy 
the Egyptian: trampling noder foot the few crops 
wfaicb some peasants' industry had reared there, 
whilst they denounced bitterly against the 
farce which had been played them — in mak- 
in|^ them wear out their sarrukia merely to 
satisfy the whims of their capricious leaders, 
and reverted with sorrow to the good old 
time of Colotroni, when that which was com- 
menced was continued. Greece was not rich, 
although the Greek soldiers were willing to 
sappose her so. " How can such numberless 
loans have been drained on the receipt of 
them J" was the cry of tho poor Vlacho (^), re- 
garding his tattered yele(^). The only response 
given to this demand was made by a shrug of 
the shoulder — and the word patience (vrofioyii) 
pitifully uttered by his comrade, equally mi- 
serable with himself. Not so with the more 
haughty Chion3('°). Savouring in mood of the 
chieftain whom he served, he would inveigh in 
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■troDg terms against the asnrpatiflD of bis 
rights. " With the present ralere." he woald 
exclaim, " ve shall ever be poor. While 
the riches inlendetl to be equally distributed 
amongst as serve only for increasing the reti- 
nue of the President, and to cherish the pro- 
digality of snch members as be favuors, we, 
without a covering to our feet, are fain to 
pierce them on the stooy mountains, and en- 
dure the rigoar of every season ; not for the 
advancement of the cause, but for the repose 
and luxury of individuals, in which even, when 
purchased by our blood, toe gain no shnre." 

At the small village of Chiarenza, (if a place 
boasting of three ruined cottages can deserve 
that name,) rendered interesting only by its 
castle, which is said to have been the telC' 
graph of the ancients, in a most miserable, 
although the most distinguished, hovel there, 
gat the Epparch(")of Gasloni. His stratioti, 
eighty in number (the deduction of twenty from 
bis right having been made fur the sake of ap- 
propriating to himself their pay), all armed to 
the teeth, and strongly marked with the stera. 
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swarthy features of the Albanian character, 
were stunning the little abode with their cla- 
mours, demanding, previous to their march, 
the advancement of Loupb^, and gazing at the 
same time, with a savage determination of not 
being refused, on a number of Machmouds ("), 
which glittered through an ill- constructed box 
of netted rushes. Whether he was rendered 
more steady to his charge, than he would other- 
wise have been, from a desire of replenishing 
his own chimera("), which, hanging by a nail 
above his head in a slate of long disuse, kept 
flapping at every light breeze in sad emptiness 
against the wall — or whether he really laid 
claims to an extraordinary fidelity, could not 
be ascertained ; but snre it is, that at each 
threat bestowed on hira he grasped with more 
obstinate firmness the desired treasure, and 
displayed his whole store of rhetoric with hopes 
to silence their clamours. He begged them, 
as they valued their fathers and their brethren, 
for the lives of whom be would not fail, he 
said, to pray, to cease their demands upon 
' Although," he continaed, " these de- 
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inanda were indubitably just, the punishmeot 
doe to tliose who did not satisfy them should 
alight on the persons of his superiors, all of 
whom he most devoutly anathemalized — being 
at a distance — for not having attended to the 
claims of so many honest men and stout pali- 
licsri, " Trouble me no more then," added the 
Epparch, " but, like guud Christians, invoke 
the blessings of the holy Pauogea, and march, 
God speeding you, to victory. The Mame- 
lukes' silk shawls and gold pelascas ('*) shall 
be the fruit of it, and will stand you in more 
stead than all you unuld now be possessed of. 
For when were parades ('^) ever used npon a 
march by those who have hands with which to 
plunder, and legs for flight ? whereas I, who 
lead you on — who have to support the merit of 
so many brave fellows, deprived of the little 
that remains to me, how can / show myself 
amongst the dashing Capitani with Arab steed 
and gold pherm^H ; and would you desire to be 
worse headed than the vest;" The Epparch's 
last idea was a happy one, an argument which, 
to a Greek soldier who estimates ever the fol- 
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4ower by the chieftain, is irresistible. Already 
their hands beg;aQ to* slide from the yatagaos 
they had held in llieir grasp ; their eyes to re- 
vert from the gaze of deep interest to their 
former vacuity of expression, and their tongues 
to change from the boisterous roar to the less 
onpleaslng, hulf-quieted mnrmur, when the re- 
volution, so happily commonced, was eflected 
altogether by the phenoraenon of a young Frank, 
who entered the room, and held out a slip of 
paper, cunninghj folded, to the Epparch. His 
peace, however, was destined to be of shorter 
duration than be bad anticipated; for no sooner 
had be perused it tliun his visage fell from the 
satisfaction whiob was betj;inning tu brighten it, 
to the renewed espression of melancholy. — 
" These Franks," be exclaimed to bis Cliious, 
letting down with a deep-drawn sigh, the new 
cause of trouble, " will eat our heads {'"). As 
though our present difficulties were not suffi- 
cient, each succeeding moment prepares for 
us fresh ones. God surely dues not love us ! 
They ask from as mules now to take this 
■tranger to Napoli," — " And wliere are we to 
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find them ?" roared out the ChioDS. " Three 
out of the five which we plundered, after a 
Jong day's march over the mouDtains, were 
driveD away yesterday by the cursed Suliote 
Costa as he passed by, and so we are to march, 
forsooth, and make Arabs of ourselves, with 
the calabacleiki (") on our shoulders, for want 
of other beasts to carry it !" Innumerable dif- 
ficulties now started themselves, which it would 
have been impossible for the Epparcb to re- 
move during the present aspect of alfairs, even 
had he wished it ; and the acrimony of the poor 
man's temper not permitting him to seek re- 
luurces, he replied to the objections of his 
IlhTous only by an expressive shrug of the 
boulder, denoting bis impotence to resist them, 
nd fell into a silence, which he at length broke 
y a call on the caphidge("*) to bring him 
s chibouk {'^). The Frank, who, either from 
norance of the language or from inattention, 
d not heeded at first the subject of the debate, 
came sensible, as well by the increasing ei- 
tssion of discontent in those around him, as 
the sullen indifference which the Epparcb 
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assamedy that circamstances were against him, 
and began to get impatient for the result. — 
** Good lack to my mission/' thought he : '^ if 
this is to be the promptness with which my 
wants are to be attended to^ and the cordiality 
which is to mark my reception throaghont 
daring my sojoam in the land^ I shall pass, I 
gaessy bat a tedioas life of it amongst them." 
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CHAPTER II. 



-The untainted Tirtae of your yean 



Hath not yet dived into the worid'i deceit-^ 
No more can you distinguish of a man 
Than of his outward show, which, God, he knows 
Seldom or nerer jumpeth with the heart. 

King Riduard IIL 



Thb train of thoughts which were aniversally 
iosioaatiDg themselves amongst the assembly, 
and the silence which they imposed, might 
have endured for a still longer space, had not 
the striking of a small portmanteau against the 
narrow eatry, and the person who bore it, di- 
verted their attention towards that part. It 
was the servant of the Frank, who had hitherto 
been absent, employed in removing from the 
fishing-boat, wherein they had been conveyed, 
the few ^ects which were to accompany his 
own fortune and that of his master. He was a 
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Greek, and the shrewdness with which i 
had gifted him enabled him quickly to divine 
the reason of (his general gloom. Being most 
liberally endowed with the talents of embellish- 
ing truth according to his fancy, a genius in 
great estimation, as well as of lying when it 
much suited his purpose, he called both into 
requisition as he hastened forwards towards the 
Epparch to explain to him bow much imports 
ance was aunesed to the unfortunate scroll 
which had caused such ill will throughout. 
He let him know that his master, who had de- 
sired these mules, and who had been treated 
so cavalierly, was a great Milordo from Fraa- i 
kestan(') — that he now visited their country, to 
assist the cause, not only with bis person and 
advice, but likewise with a large body of 
Frank troops, who had been sent over to Na- 
poll in a ship, whilst Milordo travelled by 
land, and that these had now already arrived, 
and were impatiently awaiting the presence of 
their captain, with despatches of importance 
for the giovemment, and a large sum of money 
for its expension. Paniote's skill in compogi- 
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tioQ wrought like a talismaa od all. Tbe sturdy 
Chious, with more alacrity than he had ever 
before used, even in a retreat, rsD out to fetch 
hack the stulen mules. The Palicari('), who 
bad Leea so sullen and disobliging', cheerfully 
gathered up the few leaves which the sterile 
land about Chiarenza could furnish fur the 
stranger's better seat ; and the old Epparch 
himself, who, most versed in politeness, seemed 
most ashamed at having neglected it, took the 
hand of the former in one of his, and placing 
the other in a respectful attitude upon his 
breast, entreated him to sit down. In vain did 
tbe yoong Frank cast his eyes around him in 
search of a rhair, or some elevation that misfht 
enable him to comply with bis request. The 
damp, uneven ground, which an old worn-out 
mat hut partially covered, was tbe only " place 
of repose" which his gaze could encounter. 
He was beginning to show, by perseverance in 
the same position, his inability to exchange it 
for another, when bis host, with a smile of 
pity, set him the example — as, bending his 
knees like the camel, he lowered himself cross- 
VOL. I. c 
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legged on his (altered canopy, and drew after 
him forcibly his suffering; guest. The old man, 
whose features still wore a bliisb, next clapped 
bis hands for the caf6 to be prepared, and bein^ 
possessed but of one chibouk, which he then was 
smoking, be took it from his luoutb, and wiping 
theamber piece (^)wiih his chin, presented it to 
his guest, stainiueriDg atlbesame time, several 
QDconnected sentences, whicb he intended should 
be taken as eKcuses. In these the Italian predo- 
minated, and no sooner did tbe stranger observe 
his proficiency in that tongue, and the supe- 
rior facility derived thereby of mutual ex* 
planation, than be took great pains to assure 
him Ibat esouses were less required tban the 
mules, as he was impatient to proceed upon his 
journey. But tbe Epparch owed a duty to 
himself; and now that the first awkwardness 
of error had cleared away, and Lis shaken 
ideas had arranged themaelves, be hastened to 
seek forgiveness for his late omission. " You 
seemy troubles, Efi'end)(*),"heexclaimed, "and 
those likewise of my poor countrymen, and 
you mast needs forgive me for hanng been so 
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mnch Gmbarrassed by tbem, as to have for- 
gotten at first the respect which is dae to you, 
Bnt I am still more grieved," he added, " when- 
I think that your worth may be oTerlooked- 
even as you continue on your way ; for how, 
alas! can the generosity of your motives be 
appreciated, when half the nation consider 
as beneath their notice the sentimeats whichr 
have brought you bltber? In the OTerthrow; 
of her patriots she has shed more blood tbaa 
ever has been drawn before since the revolu- 
tion commenced. Unhappy Greece is swayed 
by the caprice of individuals, and her people 
would ratber see the utter extermination of 
their race than they would give up one feud, 
incited by the vanity of their chieftain. If 
you join, for example, the standard of one who 
rises in arms against a relative for having been 
enamoured of his wife, or of a politician, whose 
pride is stung by the more successful diplomacy 
of a rival, yon will do well, and have high 
court paid to you amongst them. But the 
man, whom a noble desire of seeing us libe- 
rated draws to this land, 13 neglected and 
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tarned from coldly, as a maniac, whose wander- 
ings are fonuded on notbing. I will not, how- 
ever, attempt to damp your spirits just as you 
arrive, altliougli the sliores you have touched 
upon be strange ones. To-day you must not 
leave us, for you Lave a KlepUtes (*) dinner to 
partake of; you are besides fatigued, and when 
yoa depart from lience, the road before you will 
be long and cheerless, and you will find no roofs 
to sleep under. Purges beino- in revolt from tbe 
disaflectiun of its governor, the nephew of Co- 
locotroni." Mnch at* the young Frank longed 
to resume his journey, he nevertheless felt ibat 
to persist would, besides oSendtng his host, be 
to no purpo-se eventually, since tbe old man 
bad the mules, and was determined on his stav. 
He therefore tacilly gave bis consent, by re- 
maining on the seat assigned to him, which, 
although painful, was not so much so as would 
have been an attempt to answer a speech so 
long and dry as tbe one addressed to him, not 
because he felt convinced of its authenticity, 
bat because bis ignorance of the real state of 
the country would not allow him to uphold it 
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against the declaimer. Fortunately, however, 
the sudden entrance of several Capitani, with the 
accustomed salutation of " many years may you 
live (^) !" prevented the difficult task otheivrise 
incumbent on him of a reply. These chiefs 
had been attracted to the small mansion from a 
curiosity to see the stranger, and to question 
him on the dispositions of the various cabi- 
nets towards their* struggle. They were all to 
march on the followiog day, and their dress, 
indeed, betokened them in marching order ; 
for as they seated themselves arouad him, the 
Philhellene sbruuk from their familiarity, on 
observing the crowds of vermin which lurked 
about their vestments. His apprehensions, 
however, served but to amuse them ; and one, 
the youngest and the merriest of the party, dis- 
tinguished likewise from the rest by a gold 
pherm^li, to appearance twice the age of its 
wearer, consoled him in wretched Itahan, — 
which he was proud notwithstanding to dis- 
play before his companions, — with a Greek 
: saying much in vogue ('), adding that the 
time would soon arrive when he would lose 
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these little pecaliarities^ aod wonder at hinuBlf 
for erer havings iDdalged io them. '« The tmm 
may come/* replied the Frank, enooan^;ed by 
the unresenre of the yoang^ Hellene to an equal 
share of it himself, ** when all these disaaten 
may be my lot, but let me retard them as long 
as possible, sinco my taste and yours do not 
coincide ; and spare me from anticipating, by 
a contact with your person, those luxuries tnm 
which may heaven preserve me!" This re* 
spouse was no sooner uttered than interpreted 
by the young Greek to the other part of the 
assembly, and followed by a roar of laughter 
from its facetious members ; but of thisadmira* 
tion the Frank soon had sorely to repent, for 
it doomed him to suffer an increased familiarity 
from his addresser, who edged up towards him, 
and clapped him upon the shoulder too sud- 
denly to be avoided. Compelled to suffer as 
well by the cramping of his legs, which for a 
long time had endured the same unhappy pos- 
ture, as by the reiterated marks of acquain- 
tanceship in his new companions (with whom, 
however, accompaniments excepted, <he' could 
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not forbear being amused,) he resolved to 
make a virtue of au evil which he found it 
impossible to avoid, and suQering^ for good 
fellowsbip-sake the caresses of all, Ihrust hini' 
self nearer into their circle, and soon forgot, 
amidst their giiiety, all the phlej^in of bis good 
old friend and entertainer, the Epparch, who 
sat indulging it on the person of a serious 
Capitano, advanced like himself in life, whis- 
pering in his ear matter apparently of deep 
import, if such might be judged from the ex* 
pression of its delivery, with the slow motion 
of the head, and the long wLitfof the chibouk, 
which accompanied the pauses deemed oecfls- 
gary for its digestion. The chious of this 
grave old leader, of less consequence in reality, 
though no less pretending to it than his master, 
played bis beads in silence beside him, alfect- 
ing to know fully the subject, and to appre- 
ciate the importance of these debates so 
mysterious to the rest of the party. A diffi- 
culty, however, soon presented itself, which 
, rendered their nature no longer a secret. A 
•nbject of contention had arisen, and the 
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Sparkling eyes and heightened tone of tlie dU' 
patants, gave signs that it could not be hap- 
pily decided without the medium of an arbiter. 
A parley accordingly was demanded, and the 
point referred by the Epparch, in Italian, to his 
guest, of whom he eagerly enquired " if the 
Franks had not sent out two frigates and eight 
steam-boats for the Greeks, and if he had not 
himself been on board of them at Corfu?" 
The young stranger expressed bis perfect 
ignorance, adding that his doubts were great 
as to the probability of what he asserted. The 
Epparch, whose dignity, had the true result of 
this reference been made known, would have 
been overthrown entirely for the day, bad a 
greater regard to policy than to iulerpret it 
aright, but taking advantage of the ignorance 
of bis adversary in the language, he betrayed 
his trust of Dragomaun {"), and echoed the 
reply 1o his own favour, triumphing at the same 
lime over his opponent, who fell forthwith into 
a gloomy silence, having recourse to his Chi- 
bouk anew. The crafty host, exniting at the 
success of bis feint, witb more dignity even than 
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he generally asaumed, laid down Ihe law to the 
grave part of the assembly — nay be went so far 
as to exert his powers ia endeavouring to attract 
the attention of the young and giddy circle, 
who were all occupied in impressing upon their 
FrDiili compamon, theoretically, the rules abso- 
lutely indispensable for the wellroaaling of a 
sheep or goat, so as to give to it a greater relish 
after a long day's march. This discourse, so 
unsubstantially delineated, served in noways to 
abate the hunger which already had made se- 
veral severe attacks npon the listener, when a 
lamb of goodly dimensions was brought entire 
npon its wooden spit into the apartment, an- 
nouncing to the inmates that mid-day had 
arrived. The Cbious, to whom, as chief of the 
soldiery, the honourable task devolved, dis- 
jointed speedily witli his yataghan, and laid 
the clumsy offerings upon a wooden trencher 
placed upon the mat, around which the guests 
seated themselves. To the Frank was as- 
signed, as the place most distinguished, a seat 
between the Epparch and Lucca, the old 
klephtes, who had been his disputant so lately, 
c3 




and it was with difficulty that he could retain 
himself from abaoduDing the politeness for 
which hitherto be had suETered so nrael a mar- 
tyrdom, when his vanity came to his aid, and 
rather than show biniself undeserving of the 
sncomiums lavished upon him by the party, for 
his ready conformuDce with its customs, which 
evinced, too, they added, a real enthusiasm for 
the Hellenes, he resigned himself still to cir- 
camstances, and bendiug his legs as well 
as his wiiole frame into a. narrower compass, 
to make way for the bulks of those who pressed 
ua him as they surrounded the hoard, he signed 
his cross, like a good Chriiitian, previous to oom- 
mencing the repast, dipped his hands with the 
many amongst the fraguieiits strewed on the 
trencher, selecting from them those pieces most 
grateful to his palate, and, finally, received from 
the 6ngers of those who wished to show him the 
greatest attention, the savory delicacies as a to- 
ken of regard. The lamb, however, was excel- 
lent, .and roasted to a marvel, and the well- 
stored chilzaCJ, with good Munemvasia wine 
VJthin, as it passed from mouth to mouth, did 
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Bot go by the yoong Frank antasteij, who soon, 
in the primitive manners of his exhilirated com- 
panions, not only forgot the distortion of his 
limbs, bnt likewise the rigldness and panctnality 
which generally preside over repasts in more 
western climes, and he rejoiced at having ox- 
changed them for Ihat happy stimulus to appe- 
tite, the assurance of his presence being wel- 
come, and himself liked hy all those with whom 
he broke his bread. As the second flaslc went 
its round, vivas louder, and pronounced more 
energelically than ordinary, shewed its influ- 
ence over the party, and brought the Palicari 
to their element ; pistols were drawn from every 
belt, and each new health that was given was 
followed by a salute at the poor Epparch's beams, 
who looked on their sport, however, without a 
derangement of muscle, philosophically consi-' 
dering that on the morrow he would l>e far away 
from the mansion, and it little mattered to him 
in what state of dilapidation the next ownei* 
inight find it. Old Luca had sought the measd 
of retaliating the taunt which his host bad put on 
him, and smiled with perfect satisfaction at 
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every tiling Bround. Hia head, however, was a 
prudent one, and the wine which already had 
begnn to mount there, gave him hints that it 
was time to discontinae his libations. Most, in 
fact, had either resigned, or else dosed over 
them, and even the mischievons young Capitani, 
who bad expended their cartridges so fruitless- 
ly, contented with the number of splinters which 
they had driven from the roof beams, took a 
friendly leave of the Epparch and his distin- 
guished guest, for the purpose, they said, of be- 
ing the fresher on the morrow for their march. 
Their example was soon followed by the older 
and more sedate, and in a short time the room 
was deserted of all its former inmates, save its 
proprietor and his old opponent Luca. The 
young Frank could hardly be mentioned as an 
exception to the general retirement, for the 
glow emitted by the pan of charcoal, the silence 
which had succeeded to the late uproar, and 
above all, his ideas, at first excited, now lulled 
to rest by a too copious use of the wineflask, 
those several causes combined, had thrown him 
into a i]uiet dose, which bis officions domestic 



MODERN GREECE. 



37 

Paoiote no sooner observed, than he laid s 
CDshion UQder his head, and made other prepa- 
ratioDS for the better enjoyment of his slnmbers. 
The conversation, renewed between the Epparch 
and the pacilied old Klephtes, Increased mean- 
while in interest as it proceeded, and not only 
the lamps, announcing the approach of night, 
but even the supper, were brought into tlie 
apartment without being able to abstract their 
attention from the discourse in which they were 
engaged. It died away at length merely from 
lack of matter with which longer to support 
it, and the snoring of the Stratioti who lay 
around, wrapt in their rough capotes, shewed 
them that the hour of repose had come on them 
unheeded. As Luca prepared to depart, aod 
the Epparch to take his rest, they bethought 
them suddenly of the young guest, whom in the 
ardour of debate they had botb so long neglect- 
ed. But when they perceived how effectually 
he had anticipated the slumbers which they 
only prepared themselves to enjoy, neither would 
commit the deadly Kin of awakeuiug him, con- 
sidering, as the hardfaring Greeks most nata- 
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rally do, tliat sleep is secondary to no blessing. 
So deeply, in fact, was the Frank possessed by it, 
that not nntil the morning beams burst on him, 
and the clattering of hoofs, the signal for bis 
departure aroused him, did he awake and tiad 
how cruelly he had been tormented bv the mns- 
quitoes, and other insects not less painful, that 
infested the abode. The Epparch was on his 
old seal, smoking tranquilly his chibouk. Start- 
ing np from the mat he had lain on, and rubbing 
his eyes, the Frank stammered out tin excuse 
to his host for having so far exceeded the bounds 
of moderation. No answer, however, being 
retarned, he imagined that he had not been 
heeded, and was repeating his words, when the 
placid and indifferent countenance of the Ep- 
parch, as he wished him " benefit from his re- 
pose," intimated that further explanations would 
be utterly thrown away. Without saying more, 
therefore, he performed his lavations, watei 
being ponred upon his hands by Paniote, 
with Jug and napkin had been standing pa- 
tiently by the side of his master while he slept 
-watching the time to arrive when God should 
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be pleased to awake Lira from his long pro- 
tracted slumbers. The pipe was hauded him, 
and as be inhaled its perlume he resolved to 
have a dispute with his domestic the first time 
in which an opportunity shoald ofTer itself, ia 
seeking to correct the only custom from whiclf 
he had as yet revolted, that of suffering a man 
to sleep on to eternity. This determination 
formed, he awaited until the vapours of the night 
should be sufficiently dispelled to allow ihe old 
man to break the silence into which he had fal- 
len on the first compliments of the moruing 
having been interchanged ; but so inflexible 
seemed bis taciturnity, that the patience of the 
young Frank ultimately yielded to it, and draw- 
ing from bis small portmanteau some line gun* 
powder, which in (he present state of the conn- 
try he judg'ed to be a present mo.st acceptable 
to an individual, he presented it to the Epparchi 
taking him by Ihe band at the same moment, 
and wishing him farewell. " You are going 
then," replied his host, removing from his saddls 
bags n fine gold carbeeC"), which be pressed on 
him in exchange, " and perhaps yoo may not 
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return, but recollect that you have gained oa 
the first small spot you tarried at, a friend whose 
equal you may not find again throughout all your 
wanderings in Greece, let the time employed 
by Ihem be ever so long, for all love self too much 
to bestow a sentiment on another. la my 
greener years, while I followed tlie same track 
with the many, I was no better myself, perhaps, 
than those whom I now coudema, but those 
years are Hed from me, and age, in sobering my 
temperament, has enabled me likewise to bestow 
an interest on others save myself." This short ad- 
dress was uttered witb so much true feeling, that 
in awakening the sympathy of him for whom it 
was intended, it gave him patience likewise to 
await what yet remained to be said. " Trust 
in me," continued the old man, " for you may 
find no other to trust in, and keep in memory 
the last piece of advice I may ever be destined 
to give yon, since hereafter, in time of need, it 
may prove to you serviceable. Yoa will be 
courted by all for your riches, whether real or 
imaginary ; yoa are yoDDg and easily to he de- 
ceived, and I see by your eye that yon are am- 
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bitious. Here tbere will be no lack of adula* 
tors to besiege your vanity, or for partisans to 
advance you id your schemes. Trust not, how- 
ever, too much in either set, and should yoa 
employ the latter, teach them to obey rather 
than to advise ^ go that when occasion makes 
it needful, you may govern, not be governed by 
them. Above all, never coufiile in their powers 
tu effect auglit which you may feel diffident of 
your own ability lo accomplish, for their fidelity 
is established only on your success : while this 
looks bright, for their own views tbey will sup- 
port you, and add by their exertions to yonr 
power and fame; but should fortune, who is 
fickle in proportion to the stake we aim at, once 
turn her wheel on you adversely, he who baa 
shared first of all yonr favour, will be the very 
first to work your destruction. Huudreds will 
flock around you and proHer to you every thing, 
but not in any one will you find stability of 
character, or even a point to hold by ; all is ar- 
tifice about them ; but this artifice is so well 
supported, and dazzles so strongly the iniaginft- 
tioo, that it is too apt to assume the shape of 
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solidity, and prevent joa from probing into the 
real inconsistency whicli the interior 'would 
otherwise present. Of one thing therefore he 
careful — dnpeall,oryou yourself will be doped." 
The old man concluded the advice vhicb be 
had BO liberally imparted : there was a tone 
of feeling throughout it which left little doubt 
but that he himself had experienced a sad 
downfall in the same career, to which be now 
attempted to pave the way for oUiers less expe- 
rienced. Bui, spite of the impressive maimer 
which marked the delivery of these precepts, 
and the earnest atlempls made to inculcate 
them, they had been lavished on one who gave 
to them but little heed, for the strong glare of 
the sunbeams emitted through the rafters, and 
the heads of the mules stretched staringly upon 
him through the door-way, reminded the young 
Frank that the morning was already far ad- 
vanced, and that the journey before him was a 
long one. He Ihaukedthe Epparch, therefore, 
again and again, for these fresh tokens of his 
esteem, but trusted, he said, that he might ne- 
ver be doomed to split on tlie rocks of which he 
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^TB^Ded him, asanring him, that his head was 
too light and his heart too merry, to become, 
jast yet at least, entangled in party intrigoes. 
His views, he added, were to become a Palicar, 
not a politician. " You may langh at my fears, 
£6endi," resumed the persevering old man, 
" and the Virgin grant that you may ever rest as 
lightbearted as I see you at this moment ; but 
there is an intlaence, my son, in the climate of 
Greece, which has infected many with weari- 
ness and sorrow, wlio yesterday were heedless 
and gay as you are now. The mountains soar- 
ing above each other, in barriers seemingly 
eternal, snow topped yet smiling wilh flowers, 
present to the youn^ imagination a certain 
grandeur to be aimed at. As you approaeb 
their lofty summits, and feol proud to repose 
there on having gained them, you are frequent- 
ly led on to apply these semblances in nature to 
your views of ascendancy in life. There is a 
bracing air never absent on these mountains, 
more refreshing and inspiring than is to be 
found in the vallies beneath : as this breathes 
over your frame, it leads you to forget all the 
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travail of the road past, and wbile it bestows on 
yon new energy for that whicli is to follow, 
yoar sanguine spirit converts it into the breeze 
of hope, which cheers you on to aspirations of 
loftiness. By hourly gazing on them you nou- 
rish these phantasies, until you iind life not 
worth possessing, unless it be a life of enter- 
prise." 

" You have made a convert of me, my dear 
Epparcb," exclaimed his young guest, no lon- 
ger able to refuse a reply to so many kindly 
designed injunctions J '' your precepts shall re- 
main always near to me, and doubt not but that 
I will profit by them. Meanwhile, however^ 
not to retard purposes and employments, which 
to a man of your importance, must every mo- 
ment be of value, and not to keep longer in 
waiting the stout Palicari, who are to be my 
escort, and the beast of burden which is to con- 
vey me, I repeat to yon farewell." Saying 
which, to avoid a reply that he feared, from the 
length of the preceding addresses, if once made, 
would be unceasing, and receiving patiently, 
in hopes of its being his last martyrdom, the 
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parting kiss from the well-greased moslachios 
of Ill's old adviser, he mouDted bis mule with Id- 
tention of taking (light in earnest. But bis 
destiny was not yet fulfilled ; otLer obstacles 
awaited him no less adverse to bis wishes 
than the Epparch, for Paniote, who bad taken 
particular care that the dignity of his master 
should not lose a whit, whilst himself could be 
its supporter, had long before this dispatched 
various couriers about the vicinity to make known 
to all around the arrival of the Milurdo, and the 
purpose of his mission. This was no other, be 
assured them, than the deliverance of Greece, 
and that too without further trouble to theoi' 
selves ; nay, the very time of it be had speci- 
fied, and the means of it he had discussed, until 
the beralds, in persuading others, had lyed 
themselves into belief, and now flocked to the 
mule's side, together with the wondering of all 
ages, for the sake of expressing their humblest 
acknowledgments to this generous visitor, who, 
in so short a time, and in so singular a manner, 
was to work the enfranchisement of their race. 
These greetings were succeeded by innumera- 
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ble offeriDgs of service ; nay the whole crowd, 
had he so willed it, would have followed bim on 
his ronte in ecstasy at being uear so great a 
man. The Frank acknowledged the civility of 
all, but be heartily wished it to be passed, for, 
besides the delay which it occasioned to his 
journey, it possessed, he thought, more of inter- 
est than good heartedn ess, and surfeited more 
than satisfied him. His modesty too began to 
contend wilhio him for its right ; it bad not, it is 
trne, been sufficiently ingenuous to check these 
soperfluous adorations so long as it rested only 
with the knave who had hrst raised, to maintain 
the cause of them; bnt when at length he 
found himself assaulted by the pressing de- 
mands of some admiring old Vlachos, whom 
respect had excluded from tlie Epparch's man- 
sion ; and when to these was joined the pros- 
trate homage of old mens' withered lips saluting 
his hand, an inexpressible feeling of disgust 
SDCceeded to his prior forhearauce, the which, 
not to betray, he kicked his obdurate beast, and 
with a wave of the hand, accompanied by as 
low wt)rdft as possible, hurried away from these 
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loud salutations, followed at some distance by 
the sagacious Paniote bringing np a heap of 
necessaries with the luggage, on a sumpter 
mule, and bj a swift- footed, well-arm'd Moreote, 
who served as a guide. 
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CHAPTER III. 



I shall lose my life for want of language. 

AU*s Well that Ends WeU. 



As they proceeded on their route, the scenery 
around soon varied from the unchecked mono- 
tony of Chiarenza to a flourishing and vege- 
table soil, on which the eye reposed with plea> 
sure. Trees, studded beside narrow brooks, 
forming barriers to small estates, which the 
bands of some peasants had cultivated , gave 
signs that industry was yet to be found amongst 
them. Though far more cheering the path 
which witnessed this, and though the bleak 
moors of Chiarenza had little interest to recall 
to them the ideas, when once lost sight of, the 
young stranger felt, notwithstanding, that the 
farther he strayed from that small hamlet, the 
more did his regret at its eloignement strengthen 
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Upon him. " Wliat great interest," thought 
he, " can have been excited in me for a spot 
so unblest, after a day's residence under a 
roof which certainly offered no Inxnries for 
me to sigh at quitting? Is it from an antic!' 
pation, then, that the lamb which I partook of 
will be my last — famine henceforward hovering 
over ray route ? or is my heart so soft and so 
desponding as to look back with regret on the 
conviviality of the banquet there, as being the 
only one I am allotted to share in ? No, none 
of these causes can have disconcerted me— it 
must then be the old Epparch!" He had 
toncbed on the right chord; he found, at la.st, 
and he felt happy that his discernment had at 
length reduced to a point of simple reasoning — 
the nature of the gloom, which, as long as it bad 
rested undefined, would have haunted his imagi- 
nation as a presentiment of evil. His regret he 
felt, on the whole, not to be uncalled for : he had 
left many originals behind him, and much good 
advice — a tone too had marked the latter and a 
look — both well brought hack to memory, now 
that the old man was awa , bearing in them an 
VOL. r. D 
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expression kind and disiuterested, which he 
had supposed impossible to have heeu assumed 
by a complete stranger. Tliat the old man had 
been strongly prejudiced in his favonr^ he felt 
no doubt— or why waste so many good coun- 
sels upon him : and he now fully accounted for 
the sensations which pervaded him, in attri- 
buting them to the loss of a good friend. 
The beauty of the plain before him, which had 
been unable to attract his attention whilst this 
gloom prevailed, on the mystery of ils nature 
being elucidated, gained its full iuQaence, and 
inclined him to admiration, It was the exten- 
sive vale of Pjrgos, interesting as well from 
its present luxuriance and beauty, as from the 
recollection attached to the sports, of which, in 
ancient days, it had. been the site. — Here had 
been held the Olympic gameii, and the turf, in 
many parts, was laid bare, as though the chariot- 
wheels had but recently been over it, or the 
quoits bad but just then cut it away. The 
amphitheatres were in many places distinctly 
visible; the gladiators seemed still to contend 
upon the arena, and from the benches to be 
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heard the din of applanse — while, in othet 
parts, they were obscured in their forms, and 
scarcely to be known, save by the semi'circle 
about tlie ground, and a few relics from the 
decayed pillars, which once had ornamented 
their interior. These seemed to pray for bauds 
to excavate them, and brought irresistibly to 
the mind of the yonng Frank how time wears 
out, and confonnds things. " How strange," 
he reflected, " that by the force of one element 
breaking loose upon the rest, all the varieties 
of nature- — all the master-pieces of art — 
all the labours of men — are reduced to no- 
thing — all that we admired and adored, as 
great and magnificent, is obliterated or va- 
nished, while another form and face of things, 
plain, simple, and every where iLe same, over- 
spreads the whole earth ! — where are now the 
empires of the world, their imperial cities, 
their pillars, their pala'ses, and their monuments 
of glory ? Who can tell me where they stood, 
or declare the victor's name?" The river Al- 
phens, rippling at his feet, interrupted his 
mnsings, which were beginning to be sad — nor 
^d he feel displeased at the iotervention — ^for 
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seldom does man coDtemjilale with pleasure the 
progress of a nation falling or fdleu into decay. 
'Tis true, tliat Greece was uo more the slave, 
while she gloriously struggled for her emanci- 
pation : but then he had heard so much of the 
blindness of her leaders, of the dissensions 
from which she was never free, that he almost 
dreaded the result of their exertions while dis- 
united — nor was he well situated for supplying 
with dreams of hope the real deficiency of ge- 
nerous spirit amongst the people, when the 
two companions of his wanderings — the only 
beings with whom he held converse on bis 
route — were the most uninspired and stubborn 
of the nation. These would pursue their own 
movements just as their wills prompted them, 
vithout the slightest reflection on the tnste of 
the £ifen(li whom they were to conduct i both 
being convinced, by his long silence and ab- 
straction, that his disposition was a pliable one, 
and that bis mind was too much occupied with 
himself, to bestow any lieed upon them. They 
had now unpacked the provisions from the 
sumpter mule, and Paniote was digesting his 
share of the third repast they had that day 
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matte, by a copioaa draught from the well- 
oigh exhausted chitza, when his master awoke 
from the reverie he had indulged id, and, 
jamping from his mule, dashed it on the groond. 
" So you would have me to starve, you villain," 
he exclaimed, ia a language wherein the Ra- 
inaic only predominated, " that you yourselves 
may eat in peace. Finish your supper, how- 
ever, as hastily as you choose, and take care 
that your speed be improved by it," The two 
banqueters, who had been praying that the 
abstraction of the Frank might endure for ever, 
aud had taken their capotes from the back of 
the sumpter mnle, in order to accommodate 
themselves for the night, received this unhoped- 
for summons with feelings in no wise disposed 
to obey it. They were both, however, too cno. 
ning' to betray their sentiments, either by a 
vord or sign, but resolved upon pursuing a 
wiser method — that of feigning entire igno- 
rance to the hint which had been given them , 
They passed it off, therefore, as a pleasantry 
congratulated themselves on the presence of 
their master to the meal, of which, by the bye, 
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their ooiisci^itioiuaicss had saved bat litth 
and Paniote took rast pains to represent the 
extreme moornfalness with which they had 
commeDcecl it withoat his accastomed appear- 
ance. The Frank, who had not been deaf 
to the ** tood viyas" and other signs of mer- 
riment which, in reality^ had presided over 
tiieir repast^ resolved to punish his servant for 
the consummate impudence of his assertion : 
no sooner, therefore, had he finished the slight 
portion which. remained, than, taking from the 
ground the capotes which they had strewed on 
it, and throwing them over the sumpter mule, 
be mounted his own, and, with an expression 
more resolute than he had ever before used 
towards them, bade them take up what was 
theirs and resume their journey. In vain did 
entreaties and remonstrances succeed to this 
command ; in vain did Paniote sigh and cross 
himself, and the guide most solemnly swear 
(hat they could not reach the village before 
night-fall: the Frank knew the road better 
than the knaves were inclined to teach it him ; 
and, finally, when they beheld that nothing 
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ould Oppose his wilfulaesii, tliey took np the 
broken chitza from the ground, and with a few 
oaths, which their good manners enabled tliem in 
part to stifle, resumed their journey over the hilli 
which DOW began to rise to Ihem, ill enabled to 
console themselves for the change from passive 
to determined in their ESendi. In lieu of de- 
ceiving they had been deceived, and it was a 
great mortification to Ibeir pride that a Frank, 
and so young a one too, should have proved 
himself superior to them in penetration. Spite 
of the assertions of Anastasi the guide, they 
arrived by night-fail at the village where they 
designed to take up their quarters ; and so 
reviving to the spirits of the exhausted fol- 
lowers was the tolerable cottage which they 
found there, that in a kw minutes they forgot 
all the fatigues of the march, which, in fact, 
had been a long one. Paniote, rendered more 
than usually submissive and obliging, disbur- 
dened himself of twice his ordinary quantity of 
lies to the old priest of the mansion, for his 
master's credit and hts own, whilst Anastasi 
amused himself in relating to the old woman 
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hideous tales of all (he vampyrea and hobgob- 
lins who had made their appearaDce to days 
gone by, to his mother and his aunts, uutil 
both fell asleep ; and their master betook him- 
self to a very tolerable paploraa('), which the 
exaggerated relations of the servant had been 
the means of procuring; from the host. Bat 
the morning had scarcely dawned wben the 
Frank shook oEThis slumbers, and, transgressing 
law so inviolably preserved throughout Greece, 
disturbed tiie repose of all around, in hurrying 
his followers to their task. Tiie provisions, 
which overniglit they had provided, were bud- 
died into the bag, and placed in the hand of 
the muttering guide, who, with the still dream- 
ing Pauiote, put himself once more in order 
of march. Although the plain was past, hills, 
diversified with various kinds of verdure, pre- 
senting an aspect little superior to it in beauty, 
lay before them to traverse. At night the party 
halted on the slope of one of these, and on the 
next morning continued their journey. But as 
the scene of yesterday had been lively, so now 
was it become bleak and disheartening. Instead 
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or vales and gentle acclivities, liere mountains 
arose, and immense precipices yawned beneath 
them ; nor had the barren steeps, over which lay 
their path, one solitary shrub to temper their 
wildness. 

" By Panogea," (') exclaimed the guide to 
Faoiofe, after a long time mutually passed in 
silence j " this Milordo (^) is cuHouh ; he drives 
OS on as thongh Drameli Pasha were at onr 
heels i nor will he listen to a word except his 
fancy so incline Lim— nay, if I were to tell him 
now that no village is at hand, he would only 
give me the lie, so that where we shall sleep 
or what we shall eat, the virgin only knows." 

" Patience, brother," rejoined the more re- 
signed Paniote ; " what can we do ? Here we 
are now, and God, if he wishes, will g;et us oat 
of it. To argue with Milordo, would be to 
lose words; for he tells us, when not inclined 
to answer, that he is iguorant of our tongue, 
although, when he is in a passion, he can talk 
it fluently enough." 

" Would that I had contrived the death of 
my heasts before they brought him," resumed 
D 2 
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the guide ; " better far than that they sbonld 
bear ooe so wilful and obstinate." 

'* Patience, Anastasi, I repeat to you," in- 
terrupted Paniote, " my master la a great man, 
and has more machmouds than would smother 
both of IIS ; be gives me a hundred piastres 
every month, and we wilt pilfer bim a little so 
as we get well on." 

Impossible!" exclaimed the guide, amazed 
at what he heard, " to throw away so much on 
no better a subject than you are : he must 
certainly be a fool; but, however, since he 
is a great man, and will pay us well for the 
mules, give me the wine, as you hope to live, 
that I may drink to his prosperity and our 
own." 

" And where am I to find it f" roared out 
Paniote, " if the chitza which bore it be 
broken." 

" You will find it in the skin, slung to your 
mule's pack-saddle," persevered the guide; 
" it is all well to tell the Frank, your master, 
you have none ; but I am an old vlacho, whom 
you cannot so soon deceive. Come, then, to 
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bave no slanders, lei's fiDish what remains, and 
talk more freely afterwards," 

Paniote held out a short time longer, but 
Anastosi at length sncqeeded in persuading 
him, leaving but little for his companion. Ex- 
ulting in his success, and still mure so at the 
rhetoric to which he owed it, his vanity sug- 
gested to him that by improving on the powers 
already displayed, he might gain by them etill 
further advantages. 

" My good Paniote," he cried, " jroor 
choice has been worthy of joarself; who 
would have thought, that after so many 
campaigns as you have taken, with the same 
coarse Arab shirt to your back, and a miserable 
fare of olives. Fate should at length have 
brouglit you to the service of a rich Milordo, 
to be paid your ten pieces a month, only for 
sitting with him hke a Pasha, and eating out of 
tbe same dish ; your fortune is an exalted one, 
and, perhaps, some day or otiier yon may have 
it in your power to do something for poor 
Anastasi." 
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" You can depend upon me," replied Pa- 
niote ; " I see tLat yon are a good lad, and as 
Milordo takes soldiers in his pay, I, of course, 
shall be appointed bis Ctiious, and then jou 
shall be Bairukla('). He likewise will assume 
the Hellenic dress wben be gets to Napoli, and 
my office being to provide it for him, as he 
knows nothing of the price, I will get yon and 
myself a pair of sarrukia with the money, so 
that we may the better follow him where he 
goes." 

" The vii^n prosper your intentions," re- 
joined the guide; " jou have now touched 
upon a point which interests me profound- 
ly. Look bat for a moment on the sar- 
rnkia which I wear ; tbey are soleless, and you 
do not feel the stones which pierce my feet, 
because you are on the male. I have marched 
in pain by your side over all the mountains, 
and have only been able to bear my sufferings 
because your conversation so charmed me. 
Now, however, we are descending into a plain, 
be not BO hard-hearted, my good Paniote, us 
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to refase dismoantiDg for a little, and take my 
place, while I ride slowly by your side antil it 



Paniote, who wished lo be obliging to one 
for whose services hereafter he might have 
occasion, graciously condescended to surrender 
the seat he had so long occupied to his fagged 
companion, in full persuasion of repossessing it 
an hoar afterwardii. But uf his complaisance 
he had sorely to repent ; for no sooner had the 
guide mounted, than expressing a vast number 
of acknowledgments, he pressed the stirrups 
to the Qanks of the beast, and scampered with 
all the speed he could draw from it towards the 
common, which began to appear. " Evil year^) 
may yon have of it," roared out Lis astounded 
companion, but the wish was not heard, and tha 
dying strains of a trite Albanian war song; 
mingling with the air, aunuunced the guide, his 
spirits in their element, far away from Paniote, 
whose rage turned into despondency, on re- 
flecting upon the situation in which he was lef>« 
How to find out his road again, or how to avoid 
the rebukes of his master, whom he had faith> 
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lessly abandoned to chance, were thonghts 
vliicb equally perplesed him. To stay, how- 
ever, where he then was, seemed not to be the 
wisest plan, so he followed, as well as he 
could discern in the almost entire darkness 
which surrounded him, the track which the 
guide appeared to have taken when he played 
to villanodsly the traitor, trusting fervently for 
an encounter with some person who might 
direct him. But when an hour had been spent 
in this iucerlitude, and without the appearance 
of a being, save himself, the imagination of 
Faniote got replete with evil bodings. The 
plain on which he fonnd himself was, he knew, 
in the vicinity uf Vampyres ; nay, perhaps, the 
very spot he stood on might be their favourite 
haunt. He bethought him midst this gloomy 
recollection of all his relatives in battle slain, 
and what had been their deeds during life, so 
that he might judge, from a summary of their 
actions, whether any of tbem were likely to be 
converted into the state he feared. This he 
found dilGcull to determine ; but crossing him- 
self most piuusly, he put up his prayers to the 
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Uglier powos. Hurt if so crnd 8 fate bad beea 
their's, for tkit ntght at least be might be 
spsred Ibe terror of a lisiu As ihe fellow's 
fears were fast iocreasiog, a load sbunt issued 
jrom DO great distaoce, and startled liinti from 
bis HQppliant posture. As he koew, however, 
that a vampyre ^nerally auDonuces his b[>- 
proach b; a flume of (ire, and not by any vocal 
sound, be collected a saffideot degree of 
coordge to trace tlie noise to the spot whence 
it had proceeded: but what was hJs surprise 
when, approaching Dearer, and hearing the 
sound repealed close to bini. he recognized his 
friend Anastasi Ihe guide, who in the salliea 
suggested by the wine, had forgotten the whole 
of bis twenty years' eicperience of the Morea, 
and together with his unfortunate mule, WM 
plunging in a deep swamp, from which either 
sought in vain to extricate himself. " Oh, my 
friend !" exclaimed Faniote, in an ungoverit- 
able ecstasy of malicious joy, " you have not 
tlien altogether deserted me ; you would fain 
bave made yourself EU'eiidi and laughed at me, 
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bat that joa were stopped in your coarse un- 
timely." 

The poor guide most willingly wonld tiave 
heard any other voice, or beheld any one else 
near liim, save the person whom so recently he 
had injured, and shame struggling for u while 
with the sense of his situation, silenced his 
lament. The exultation of Paniote, on the 
other hand, quite excluded his former terror : 
to have a human being near him, though in a 
ditch, was some cousolntioa, and hia revengeful 
wishes were perfectly gratified, at finding that 
Anastasi was the person. As- soon as his 
bursts of admiration, which he took no pains 
to conceal from the sufferer, had somewhat 
subsided, Anastasi, who was making his cal- 
enlations on how long a feeling of virulent ma- 
lignity could endure, ventured to claim his 
pity. " I have wronged you, my brother," he 
said, " bat, nevertheless, for the sake of the 
blessed virgin, forgive me, and grant me as- 
sistance, that I may not let out my soul in so 
wretched a plight ; let me yei 
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shall find in me a slave who will toil for yon at 
the tambuuri {°) and carry your calabacleiki 
for you on bis shouldera, if you will but extri- 
cate him. I see you are Dioved ; listeu to my 
lamentations, much-wronged Paniote, as you 
value the repose of your faUicr, and let not re- 
venge, which belongs only to tlie devil, choke 
those christian feelings which I perceive to be 
straggling within you." 

'' If I assist you now," replied Paniote, drily, 
" it will be a bad action, and I shall fare the 
worse for it, since you are but justly punisbed, 
hy the holy St. Stelfano, for your m ilfulnea 
sin. Not only have you abandoned my much- 
revered master to be slaughtered by the 
Klepbti for a Turk, but you have eaten the 
meat, and drank nearly all tbe wine wbich the 
botza contained, excluding me thereby from 
consoling myself for his loss, and for your ob- 
duracy. You have left, however, I perceive, a 
little drop, with the which I now drink to your 
redemption." 

[ forgive you, my brother," he continued 
I the same tone, " for all the aggravated 
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mangs which you have committed this day 
against your fellow- creatures. I forgive yoa 
likewise tlie fatigne which you have caused me 
to undergo, on condition that you involte the 
holy St, Steffano, witli the promise of a suitable 
ofl'ering to intercede with the Virgin, that 
through her means the curse laid on you be 
removed, and that yon cease to beg of me the 
destruction of my white calzes C) in ea- 
deavonring to extricate you from the mire, 
into which, by higher powers, you have been 
thrown." 

The unfortunate Anaatasi perceiving that no 
pity was to be gathered from an opponent su 
inflexible, contented himself with a few oatha, 
vhich were soon, however, converted into inter- 
jections of fear, and addressing all the saints in 
the calendar, lest St. Steffano might be dis- 
posed for his enemy, he vowed donations to 
them of candles, size and quality specified, to 
grace their images on bis arrival at any place 
of Christian worship, shoald they deliver him 
on this emergency. 

The young stranger, meanwhile, whom the 
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increasing melancholy of tbe route had ren- 
dered more peevisb tban astial, folded closer 
and cfoaer at every moment his boat-cloak 
around him, nnlil he began to feel that it made 
bat a wretched defence against the effects of 
tbe weather. He bethought him then of the 
far- famed Grecian sky, and wished that just 
now that eulogy might be Justified ; but a mist 
was fast thickenitig around him, which, while it 
bounded his gaze to the part he immediately 
stood on, added a fresh gloom to its bleakness. 
He sought anxiously for his two followers, and 
called ont repeatedly their names, but to no 
purpose. Alone, in such a place, all the per- 
plexity of his situation became manifest, and 
he found himself quite at a loss how to act, of 
what course to pursue. The mountains round 
about him were barren and nigged ; small 
paths, hardly to be traced from the snow, which 
in many places had defaced Iheir outlines, were 
the only signs existing that these mountains 
had ever been trodden by man before. After 
torturing his mind for a long white to no par- 
pose, be resolved to submit to destiny, and 
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dropping his bridle on the mule's neck, he suf- 
fered it to go whether it would, altlioiigh he 
augured but little beueiit from the animal's in- 
stinct. Accustomed to the clambering up 
rocks, the beast kept tJie higher path, and by 
such lime as the night had well set in, con- 
trived to conduct its master to a small spot 
planted with fir trees, over which the wind 
blew most nucharitably, and where was seen 
no babitatiuD or human being to inspire him 
with confidence. His passions struggling 
within him, however, by keeping his blood in 
circulation, prevented, in some measure, the be- 
numbing effects of the atmosphere ; for the 
more unpleasing hia situation became, and his 
uncertainly of bettering it increased, the 
stronger did his anger rise against the disloyal 
authors of his embarrassment. Descending 
therefore from his mule, whose talents as a 
guide he now no more than justly appreciated, 
and praying that some being might interrupt 
by hia presence the solitude around, he paced 
and repaced, in aad loneliness, the spot to which 
fortune had brought him, with a full determi- 
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nation never again to lose s'lgUt of a Greek on 
wbom so e.iseatially were pluct-d his interesl«, 
OS on tlie two knaves wbo hud abandoned him, 
" I know not," thought he, " whether lliat old 
man from whom 1 last parted has really pro- 
phesied to me things which are to happen; 
but should iny star continue ever in the a&me 
mood as that in whicli she has commenced, his 
evit aaguries may jnstly be veritJed. A 
mournful countenance never pleases me; for 
when fixed on me, the expression which it 
bears seldom fails to involve me in some eveat 
equally gloomy in its nature. These and many 
other redeclions crowded upon and disturbed 
him, until his better genius hinted, that to 
grant them further indulgence could assist bat 
little one benighted in a strange land, and that 
Ihe time which they commanded might be 
mach more profitably employed in endeavonrs 
to rescue himself from the perplexing state 
into which bo was thrown. Roused, more- 
over, to exertion from the cold, which now, 
spite of his warm fancy, began to assail him, 
he drew, as the last resource, a pistol from one 
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of bis bolsters, aod discharged it, lisIeDing at 
tbe same time attentively to hear wbetlier it 
migbt not be repeated : but to no purpose ; 
all, when tbe eubo bad passed, became titill as 
before, and tbe young Frank reiapsHd into de- 
spondency. The mnle, bowever, as thougb 
tired of inaction, began to move towards a 
fence of tambouri, wbicb was thrown up at 
no great distance around a lake of snow. His 
master, not willing to lose tbe only companion 
vbicb remained to bim, followed the beast's 
steps4 and as it seemed more cheerily to ad- 
vance, became inspired himself with hope, and 
mounted again upon its back. Tbe mnle pro- 
ceeded more gaily than before, as though it 
had in view some object; but whether or no 
for their mutual interest, the stranger felt him- 
self puzzled to determine. But be wad not 
long in suspense ; tbe trampling of horses be- 
came soon distinguishable, and afterwards the 
long deep strains of a klephtes chaunt. Never 
did music come to bis ear more sweetly, for 
though it was a donbt to him how amongst the 
approaching troop he might be received, or 
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whetber even its members belonged to the 
cross or to the crescent, still bis encounter with 
tiiem, at all hazards, was better than the cer- 
taiofy before him in the alternative of starving 
from hnnger anif cold on the bleak desolate 
spot whither bis mule hud brought hira. The 
animal seemed perfectly to agree, for it so in- 
creased its pace as to bring his master into 
the midst of some horsemen, A sboul was 
presently heard from one of these, and no 
answer being retnrned, the discharge of a 
doupb^ghi (^) succeeded to it. Fortunately 
odr traveller was too well favoured by the 
shades of night to sulTer from the shot intended 
for him : not caring, however, to hazard a 
second, he called out loudly for a parley with 
this nnt^nown baud. A short pause followed this 
request, when a mau, strikiug his stirrups (*) 
into his horse's flanks, and riding up towards 
^^ bin, seized hastily the bridle of the mule, and 
^H questioned the rider; but do sooner did the 
^H latter begin to relate the accident which bad 
^f made him so lonely and so suspicious, than 
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the horseman alighted and embraced him. 
'* Have yon forgotten me," he asked, " when 
so lately since we parted V Althongh it was too 
dark to discern the featnres of the enquirer, 
the voice immediately reminded the Frank of 
the Epparch's testy old disputant at Chiarenza. 
His joy was no less than his surprise at the 
discovery, and he felt that the man wiiom bnt 
a short time since he had never cared to look on 
again, was now the best encountered in the 
world, " My dear Liica," be addressed him, 
after Ihe congratulations had been exchanged, 
" I was beginning; to lose all hopes of ever 
qnitting this dreary place, and was thinking 
whether to condole with myself or nob on 
having none to raise me a tomb stone and an 
epitaph, when your presence has so oppor- 
tunely released me from these gloomy appre- 
hensions, and allowed me, perhaps, the still 
further gratiScatiou of continuing my journey 
to Napoli with yon, and trusting no longer to 
those rascals who have deserted me." 

" And never fear but you shall pass your 
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time well with ns/' replied the old Capitano ; 
'' The Balgarians know how to treat a stranger. 
Hadji Christo (^) is oar leader ; yoa shall see 
and sup with him, and the slaves who have 
forsaken yon shaU meet their dae, for the friend 
of our tribe is not to be abused." 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Thou art not for the fashion of these times. 

Where none will sweat bat for promotion, 

And havii^ that, do choak their service up 

Even with the having. 

As ycu Lake it* 



LucA had no sooner finished his preamble 
than he led the way for the stranger to where 
the rest of his party had gone. Their path lay 
through large woods; the stems of the trees 
were bnried deeply in the snow ; branches, and 
in many parts whole trunks^ strewn upon the 
ground, and bearing the marks of the hatchet^ 
shewed that some Stratioti had been at work 
there^ nor did this longer remain a doubt, when 
on the windings of the rock's side a large blaze 
burst full upon the view, round which were col- 
lected, in various attitudes, a wild gronpe of 
men in the Bulgarian costume^ forming, as it 
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seemed, the body guard of the chieftain, since 
others, not so favoured, were excladed from the 
vicinity of the Same, and employed either in ga- 
thering; faggots for its continaance, or in taking 
the rations from their bags and disposing them 
in order forsupper. Hadji Christo himsetf had 
jast alighted from his steed, a carpet was be- 
ing strewed by the Chions for bim to repose on, 
and as he meanwhile stood up, the firewood 
yielding wholly to the efibrts of the flames, sent 
forth a cheerful blaze, and emitted its glare fall 
npon the featares of this extraordinary chief- 
tain. He was a mnscular man of moderate 
size, his hne dark as the cabals of his eoemies, 
and his quick been eye, in its wanderings, 
seemed to read the closest thought of him upon 
whom be fixed it. There was a sneer upon 
his lips which extended likewise to his manner, 
as though to deny that he had yet found hia 
equal, and to dare the land he fought for, while 
unaltered, to contain him. His dress was plain 
in its texture, and not to be dislingnished from 
that of bis followers, save by the large fur-lined 
jubbee('), which was thrown over his shonlders. 
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and the well-wrought gold-handled pistols, dis- 
played not only in his belt, but likewise in the 
holsters borne by his white Arab horse. For 
the rest, his person alone, proclaimed him every 
where leader — the resolution in his eye, and the 
hi^Ii bearing in his roien ; uor did his character 
fall short of his expression. Save Colocotroni, 
who now could scarce be connted to exist, he 
was the only chieftain whose hand and heart 
coincided in their exertions for the country, al- 
though, to him, this country was a stranger 
one. His intrepidity and firmness of character 
had procured for him a number of enemies, 
who wrought upon him their political intrigues 
the more easily, on account of his ignorance of 
their language, and his want of others to de- 
pend on ; but ho trusted to his courage and bis 
conscience to subdue them, and was the only 
example of one who, in Greece, had maintained 
his power by such pare weapons as these. The 
young Frank, whom Luca had now brought 
into his presence, attracted the attention of 
this leader, who bent on him an enquiring eye, as 
though to demand bis mission. Anticipatingi 
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therefore, further surprise, the former intro- 
duced him to the chieftain, taking care to in- 
form him, in highQown strains, of the entba- 
siasm of his young friend for tlieir country, as 
well as likewise, he added, for the person of 
Hadji; concluding with the account of the 
sinister accident to which he owed his ren- 
contre with the Frank. The Bulgarian chief- 
tain took the stranger hy the hand, and ex- 
pressed, through means of bis interpreter, the 
happiness which he felt at fortune's having 
thrown into his path a young aspirant for liberty, 
too early on his outset to have been contami- 
nated. " I trnst," continued Hadji, setting 
him down on fais carpet, " that we shall not 
part, but that yon will join our handful, and 
make with us the approaching campaign. In 
the meantime, I myself will bring to your pre- 
sence the villains who have deserted you, and 
they shall be punished as you would have them." 
The Bulgarian awaited not a reply, but taking 
from his Cbiiese (^) the horse from which he bad 
so recently dismounted, he left the firewood for 
the snows, abandoning to bis guest the fine 
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amber beads and pipe, together with his seat 
before a good fire, with Luca by his side, and 
a hundred and fifty savage-looking Palicari 
around him. The old captain was altogether 
altered from what he had seemed, and were it 
not for the same hard features and tone of 
voice, the Frank would never have recognized 
him as the dry, phlegmatic disputant from 
whom he had parted at Chiarenza. Circum- 
stances, however, had ordained, it seems, that 
an adventare which paved the way for tbe ap- 
propriation to himself of his young friend's 
porsiiits and views, should brighten his counte- 
nance, and relieve his spirits from the gloom 
which the sober converse of the old Epparch 
had previously drawn on them. Add to this, 
Luca was a man who had taken his studies at 
the Fanar, and knew well " to twist a mnscle," 
when beueiit could be derived from its distor- 
tion. Consulting now the appetite of his yonng 
friend, he laid before him a trencher of cold 
meat and n flask of wiue, and then, the uight 
being considerably advanced, threw a spare 
capote over his shoulders, and pointing out to 
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him to follow his example, lay down on the rock 
to repose. 

The situation of the two faithless followers, 
meanwhile, was far different from tbat of the 
stranger. Paniote had just taken from the hag, 
which the unfortunate mnle had thrown, the 
last black crust which it contained, and was 
eating his supper with all the feelings of a phi- 
losopher, on (he dryest part he could find about 
the environs of the swamp, wherein stood his 
ill-fated companion, like a warning beacon, 
when the neighing of a horse, together with the 
discharge of a douphegbi, brought back, with 
redoubled force, the fears of Paniote, and the 
desire of assistance in the bemired condnctor. 
" Holy God !" exclaimed the latter, paralysed 
by the agony of his feelings, "is it not suffi- 
cient to be left thus, to become rheumatic for 
life ? What I heard then is too true, the Mussel- 
men are on their march to Tripolizza." Paniote, 
without thinking it necessary to reason on how 
the enemy conid have arrived so suddenly in 
these parts, felt convinced that it was the case, 
and would willingly have exchanged places with 
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i, firom the terror into wbicb his sugges- 
tions had thrown him, when a second discharg;e 
was heard, with a trampling of hoofs close by. 
He now felt that to evade dbcoven^ was im- 
possible, since some one was eTidenlly bein^ 
sought for ; he retarned, therefore, the salate, 
when a man, booted and tnrbanned, galiopped 
up, and addressing bim in a straoge tongoe, 
threw Paniote to the ground. Anastasi, whn 
at the commencement of this scene, had bnried 
himself more deeply in the mud, now blessed 
the destinj which had brought him there. The 
impatient chieflain lifted, at length, the domes- 
tic from the ground, his fears having rendered 
him incapable of rising without assistance, and 
drawing a large pistol from his bell, beckoned 
to bim to follow. Paniote obeyed, and, keep- 
ing up his best pace to correspond with the 
motion of the .\rab steed, soon forsook the un- 
lucky common. Hadji led the way over the 
same wood which ihe Frank had traversed with 
Luca, and when the strewed branches met the 
si^t of Paniote, his heart beat still quicker 
with evil apprehension, for he doubted not but 
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tilut the MosIemeD were bivouackia^ near, 
when the moon, which be bad been cursing for 
not enabling him by its light to sarvey well the 
person of its conductor, sent forth the same 
beams, wbich shone brightly on the snowy path, 
to aid his gaze on Hadji. But in gratifying 
his wish, it robbed him of all his hopes, for he 
no soooer beheld the large variegated shawl 
wrapped round his head, with the red morocco 
boots, and the fur-lined cloak, falling on one 
side, so as to display the workmanship of the 
gold pistols in his belt, than r sndden qualm, 
more violent than he yet had known, came over 
him. He could distingnish, he thought, the 
features of Mustapha, an Aga of the Mama' 
lukes, whom, before the revolution, he had de- 
frauded of various articles ; and the only reason 
which he could assign for the Turk's not having 
massacred him directly, was from the hopes of 
first obtaining information of the movements of 
the Greeks, the wbich curiosity being satisfied, 
his least punishment, be knew, would be to 
have his ears and nose cat off, and himself dis- 
patched with some taunting message to his 
e2 
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couDtrymeD. Possessed with these nations, 
Faniotu begao to weigh most serionsly in hia 
mind the answer wliich would be most fitting to 
give to the demands which his fertile brain had 
already anticipated. It staggered him long to 
decide whether by an exemplary conduct, for 
which in the next world he woald be blessed, 
to show himself the good patriot, and to soSer 
roasting alive in preference to betraying his 
country ; or, whether, to escape this fate by 
imparting the desired communications, and to 
leave the enemy's camp with the loss only of his 
beauty. Of the former fate all was uncertainty, 
but, of those who had suffered the latter, many 
examples had been shown him, in which, after 
the temporary paiu occasioned by the incision, 
they had been happy and contented as before : 
on this then he resolved. The moon sunk be- 
hind a clond ; the wind began to rise, and all 
appearances seemed to show that the morning, 
when it should dawn, would be a bad one. The 
cold bad rendered poor Paniote less vivid in 
hisre(lections,and bis answers and demands were 
beginning to jumble themselves together in his 
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bead, when his conductor stopped at the same 
blaze ronnd which his followers were collected : a 
voice from amongst them demanded the watch- 
word : Hadji made no reply, but shaking off 
the cloak which he had wrapt around him on 
account of the cold, the discharge of a hundred 
donphegfala shewed him to be welcome. In the 
interim, between the salutations made to the 
chieftain, and his own orders abont the well- 
gnaiding of his steed, Paniote iiad time to look 
into the assembly. The language they spoke, 
he soon found, was evidently not Turkish, and 
the features of one or two seemed familiar 
to him. Keassured at these discoveries, be 
ventured to intrude himself farther into their 
circle; when he saw placed by the side of 
one a large portion of meat well roasted, and a 
flask, of wine much larger than that which bia 
master had broken : from these appearances 
he collected that the persons present were 
either about to sop, or else had finished their 
meal, no longer finding a use for what him- 
self would most willingly have adored. Ima- 
gining, likewise, from the silence and suspense 
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in wLich he had been kept so long, that it was 
not the intention of these strangers utterly to 
destroy him, and trusting to heaven, in case of 
their first granting him a trial, as well as to his 
own superior talents for lying, to come off un- 
harmed, his fears gave place to the hunger 
which attacked him, and stepping up to an old 
warrior who sat gloomily by the embers, shaking 
into them the ashes of his just expired chibouk, 
Paniote ventured to ask '' whether his illustri- 
DQsnesB would bestow on one, who for two days 
had not tasted food, a small portion of that 
meat which, wUk kis own et/esi^), he had jast 
seen." The old Vlacho raised his head at this 
speech, and looked upon the petitioner with 
that stare which denoted it to be the first time 
of his having seen him. " And who are you," 
he demanded in Romaic, " who come at such 
an hour to the camp of Hadji Chriato V " Hadji 
Cbristo 1" echoed Pauiote, his impudence re- 
turning to him, " at least then I have not to do 
with Turks, but with Bulgarians ouly." This 
indiscreet remark was like to have cost dear to 
the domestic, for the old Stratiote, rendered 
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more choleric than nsual frnm the lack of tobac- 
co in his aaconlaO, felt nettled at the compari- 
son, and, with a number of oaths, was preparing 
to make use of bis yataghan, when from the op- 
posite quarter an old capote, which until now 
had covered the form and features of its wearer, 
fell aside, and the young Frank, starting up, 
threw himself between the disputants. Paniote, 
who had so firmly calculated on his master's 
decease as almost to have finished lamenting it, 
was well nigh reduced to a corpse himself, at 
an apparition so unexpected : as his senses, 
however, became collected, he bethought him 
of the wrath which would burst on his guilty 
head, and throwing himself upon his knees, he- 
attempted to avert the torrent by submission. 
His master, although indignant at the manner 
in which he had been deserted, could not, from 
very laughter, show his resentment, but consi- 
dering the state in which the fellow stood with 
regard to bis fears, to be a sufiicient purgatory 
of itself, he determined to retard further pu- 
nishment until he had put him to a confession. 
" Where have yon wandered to so longT asked 
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the Frank ; " where is the mnle, the baggage, 
and the wine ; and, above all, where is the vil. 
Iain your companion J" " As God may pardon 
me," replied Paniote, " for the last I know not, 
althongh, withoot doubt, the curse still works 
which was laid on him by the holy saint, Steffano, 
when, deaf to my cries and entreaties, he carried 
away the mule, leaving me to reflect, alone and 
disconsolate, on the fate of your revered per- 
son. After having in vain sought traces of it 
throughout the whole extent of the accursed 
plain, I perceived the ill'fated wretch labonring 
under the anathema I had implored for him, 
and wallowing deep in the mire, without respect 
even for the baggage of your most excellent 
self, over which his chief care should have been 
placed, but using vicious endeavours to extri- 
cate himself from the deep swamp into which 
the heavenly powers had brought him. The 
abandoned prayed for my assistance, which 
I gave him in advice, and I was telling him to 
make his peace with the Saints, and, above all, 
to have a strict care for my master's baggage, 
wbeo the illastrious personage, who is now be- 
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ginning to repose himself, interrupted me in 
the midst of my injunclioDS, and restored me to 
life and hope by bringing me again before you" 
Paniote here finished his account, and vaa 
watching its effect upon his master's connte- 
nance, as well as upon that of the old Vlacbo, 
from whom he still hoped the satisfying of his 
cravings, but he grew disconsolate again, when 
he perceived only incredulity on the one, and a 
relapse into perfect Indifference on the other, 
" Yonr companion," said the Frank, " must 
be brought hither before you eat, should you 
not be slaughtered by Hadji Christo without 
having the possibility of evading it by his 
restoration. Half an hour will be permitted 
you — but remember that, if before that time 
you are not decided, your head will answer for 
your delay." Paniote, who saw that his rhe- 
toric no longer availed him, rested awhile in a 
state of snilenness, reflecting whether it were 
better to risk the fate of his companion, or 
await the sad alternative preparing for him. 
The morning beams, however, as they began 



to show him the horizon, restored h 
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and he left the qoarters of the Balgarian with 
many curses on the evil beings who had brought 
him there, resumiug the path by which be bad 
been condncled, and bawling loader at every 
step for the ill-fated Anastaai. The apparition 
of a mnddy being on foot with a portmanteau, 
in the same condition with himself, and a mule 
without a saddle in his rear, answered at length 
to his shouts. A little more convinced Pa- 
niote that this was no other than the Anastssi 
whom he sought. How to address him nest 
occurred as a doubt, since he had much to fear 
from tie feelings of a man so 'lone and de- 
jected as his situation showed Aim to be. He 
determined, therefore, to suit bis style of ad* 
dress to the mood in which be found him. 
" Unhappy friend," he exclaimed, " much 
have my fears for yon made me suffer. Re- 
flections upon your condition alone have pre- 
vented me from doing justice to the best fare 
ever laid before man. But what shall I say to 
you 1 The saints have heard and heeded the 
prayers I ofi'ered to them, and jou are deli- 
vered ; hasten, therefore, as you have been 
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chastised for your ill-doing's, and eat the food 
prepared for yon, forgetting your misfortunes." 
These eDcomiums on the ^ood cheer whicb 
awaited Anastasi, on his compliance with the 
request of Paniote, were suggested by the lat- 
ter as a bribe, well knowing iLat, if the real triitit 
were not concealed, the gnide, from revenge 
alone, would refuse to fnllow— lest he should 
prevent Paniote from losing his head. Many 
times he repeated the same arguments without 
removing the obduracy of his companion. — 
" May I never taste food again," exclaimed Ihe 
crest-fallen slave, " whilst I remain in such 
company — my saddle, my wine-skin, every thing 
is lost, and all that remains is the calabaclecki 
of the Frank, whom, with all bis candle-snuf- 
fer {^) nation, may God most heartily confound. 
Take it," he continued, heaving it down, " and 
with it all your expectations; my shoulders 
shall no longer pay for others' burdens." The 
gentle Paniote, rather than leave unchecked 
the irritation which threatened, if continued, 
to be fatal to him, consented even to this last 
degradation ; and, lifting in bis arms the weight 
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which the other had let fall, coin pi i men ted his 
companion on the care he had taken of it, as- 
suring him solemnly, that all the losses which 
he had received should be repaired on his ar- 
rival at Jfapoli, to a treble extent. The guide 
gazed for a moment stedfasly on the face of 
Paniote, as be uttered these assurances, to 
JQdg« whether or no a shadow of reliance might 
be placed on them — when the latter made so 
many signs of the cross, to vouch for the truth 
of what be had asserted, that Anastasi became 
half credulous, and followed him whither he 
led. On arriving at the qaarters of Hadji 
Cbristo all were preparing for the march, aud 
few, save the young stranger, were sufficiently 
unoccupied to observe their approach. The 
latter turned towards the knaves — but when he 
saw that his effects were saved, he resolved 
internally to grant them both remission, think- 
ing that the treaks they bad indulged in had 
already procured them snlEcient woes. To this 
lenity be was further induced by the extreme 
Indicrousness of their appearance, as Anastasi 
cast a mournful look of inquiry on the lying 
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domeBtic for the good thiogs which he bad pro- 
mised, and Paniote stood awaiting, in silence 
and resignation, the sentence which was to be 
passed on him. The stranger restrained the 
Chious, therefore, as be was preparing tortures 
for tbeir suffering, and would consent only that 
the iabonr of the mule, which they had been 
unable to conduct, should be transferred to 
themselves, instead of that beast, for the re- 
mainder of the journey. 

The banner of Hadji Christo was raised from 
its standing-place; and the Bairaktd, a stout- 
limbed Bulgarian, whose office was to bear it, 
with some few of the numbers, moved on in 
advance. The Chieftain still tarried behind 
with the young Philhellene and those of his 
followers — so favoured as to he near him — until 
the cotfee and pipe had been presented. Giv- 
ing up, then, the horse of the Cbions to the 
stranger, in exchange for the jaded mule which 
had hitherto carried him, Hadji moved on with 
his body-guard about him. As he joined the 
van a salute was given from each douphegi, 
and echoed by the deep dervane8(^), along 
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vhicb their path lay. The rocks they had to 
descend were steep and bold ; the small valleys 
which lay scattered beneath looked Bmilingly, 
and a uuiversal spirit of independence seemed 
to preside over every object that happened to 
wander on their route. Even the harassed pea- 
sants, as they formed a junction every now and 
then with the shawl-girl warriors of Hadji, re- 
turned with eqnal scorn the haug-hty eye bent 
on them, well knowing that the great city was 
at hand whence the Klephti might supply 
their wants, without ravaging the flocks of the 
peasantry. Old Luca was close by the young 
Frank's side, and was most earnestly endea- 
vouring to impress on him tlie conviction of 
how delightful a city was Napuli — his enthu- 
siastic praises of the same being no ways di- 
minished by his anticipations of the punch and 
sherbet flowing within — when they turned a 
narrow winding in their descent, and, arriving 
upon a plain, the long-desired city itself burst 
full upon the view. The sun-beams, now at 
tjieir meridian force, showed the old paIamede(T) 
tA perfection, as well as the broad bay, glitter- 
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■Dg ^th all banners save the red. The youog 
stranger almost withheld his breathing, while 
be looked on sights so novel and imposing, and, 
with an ecstasy which he had never known on 
hailing even his native land, he felt himself at 
length arrived in Greece. As he turned bis 
observation from these scenes, towards the 
plain on which he stood, new beauties of a 
softer tenor shone before him, and intoxicated 
his ardent imagination. Palms and fig-trees 
throwing their shade over streams flowing 
gently by the side of the small ruined monas- 
teries around — the Turkish fountain, with its 
moss-grown marble reservoir, spouting its icy 
water into the cup which the parched Greek 
held out to it— the soft, rich verdure beneath, 
on which others reposed their wearied limbs — 
the eastern elegance, in short, which reigned 
in every thing around, attracted his gaze to- 
wards the plain of Argos, where alt these bean- 
ties were displayed. So vast and level was it, 
that the very sky, as it cloudlessly smiled above, 
seemed protracted in its extent. Tbe ruined 
castle, crowning the heighth of the immortal 
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Acropolis, stood before him, and at its base 
arose modem Argos — not sufficiently far from 
the site of the ancient to destroy her associa- 
tioQS with the latter — and which, as thoug;h 
destined to be great as her mother city, had 
resisted the whole art of the enemy to destroy 
her, rising, as they tell as of the Phoenix, from 
her ashes (^) each time that she had been in- 
volved in them. The stranger was basy dream- 
ing of Hellen mod Agamemnon, whose forms 
be fancied to see embodied there, when a 
djhereed (9), whizzing past his shoulder, di- 
▼erted his imagination from its bewilderings. 
He looked hastily behind htm, and soon dis- 
covered from whence it had been thrown. The 
young Capitani were exhibiting the dexterity 
of themselves and steeds, in regaining at full 
flight the darts which their adversaries of the 
day harled at them, whilst the lovely Moreote 
women in vain endeavoured to preserve the 
expression of indifference which they had pre- 
determined to maintain, when some handsome 
young Greek, by the cunning movement of his 
Arab steed, grazed, as he dashed by them, the 
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hem of their ^M-triramed foustaDiC"). Joy was 
OQ every feature tliat beamed near, and each 
heart seemed as happy and thoaghtlesa, as the 
well-known impotence of others to curb its will 
conid render it. All seemed resolved to spend 
a snnoy day, and to make as much as possible of 
Napoli and its lovely inmates until the mor- 
row's introduction to Ibrahim, their new op- 
ponent, should conclude the season of enjoy- 
ment But as Hadji Christo, with his gay 
followers, approached nearer to the city walls, 
these scenes, so cheering to the sight, as- 
sumed a different aspect. The extreme numbers 
crowded together in Napoli, which had obliged 
many to erect wretched hnts about its environs 
for their residence, the interior not having snf- 
ficient room for all — together with the badness 
of water in the common reservoir, and the 
long- collected filth in the ditch defending the 
approach to the walls — had created a pestilence 
around, which differed only in name from the 
plague ; and the exulting shout of the young 
and gay, Battered by each kinder smile which 
their address extorted, was here exchanged 
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for the dismal chaunt of the priest, wlio swun^ 
his smoking; censer in slow march before a 
moDmfal procession, bringing upon its bier the 
form of one wlio jesterday had been heedless 
atid cbeerful, as the crowd now assembled at 
their sports. It was a young girl, whose fea- 
tures bad not sustained sufGcient straggle with 
death to destroy the beauty which still dwelt on 
them. A fine ycung Greek, who had been her 
destined spouse, made one of the bearers, and, 
by the ill-suppressed agony of his look, seemed 
to hold contest with feelings too strong for him 
to 8ti9e. The stranger reined up, for the 
scene excited his emotions, and, as the " place 
of graves" was close by, he pressed old Luca 
to his side, and rode apart from the rest towards 
it. The ground to which the sad procession 
moved was small, and so thickly were the 
bodies lain there, that no space was left for 
fresh graves ; bat the earth, which yesterday had 
covered the inconsiderable Greek, was turned 
up to-day for the repose of him more noble, or, 
be it, better enabled to pay well the priests. 
£ven death here struggled for precedence. By 
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a mound, newly raised, some Moreote women 
were collected for the sake of guarding the 
remains of a relative who lay beneath it, re- 
senting at the same time the efforts which 
bad been made by the weeds springing around 
it, to deface a spot so precious to them. They 
had lighted little tapers ("), and placed incense 
at the head of it, and were making their prayers 
to heaven for pardon to the deceased, when the 
new candidate was borne by them. The feel- 
ing of anger at first excluded any other from 
within their breast, as they looked on the 
corpse, for they were apprehensive lest the 
spot which they tended with so much affection 
should be despoiled for its admission. Yet this 
feeling was bat short-lived — another and abet- 
ter soon succeeded to it. The friends and 
family of her whom they now bore were too 
humble, too unpresuming, to pretend for a pre- 
ference. Their task was a sad one, and their 
spirits were too much depressed to admit of 
ostentation in the fulfilment of it. They had 
to deposit the burden which they so loved in 
liCe, and little cared they what spot or kind of 
VOL. I. F 
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earth should cover it from their view. As the 
Moreotes perceived how peaceable were Iheir 
intentions, they rose up like the rest, and crossed 
themselves, and, taking the wicker tapers in 
their hands, encircled the corpse together with 
those whom compassion or curiosity had led 
there. The priest finished his dirge, and gave 
orders for lowering the body into the narrow 
hole assigned for it : but the lover, as he gazed 
upon the placid form of his young betrothed, 
which bore not a trace to mark the decay of its 
beauty, thought that she only slept; and, stung 
with jealousy at their attempts to approach her, 
pushed away with violence those who dared to 
advance towards where she lay — drawing at tiie 
same moment a pistol from his belt, and threat- 
ening to destroy them for their temerity. The 
mourners started back with surprise, and kept 
aloof, fearing the eflecta of this delirium, until 
the father, a grey-headed old man, whose emo- 
tions, though bitter, had not the same colour- 
ing of fancy as those of the young lover, went 
towards him with the priest, and by his mild 
persuasion atvoke him from his error, endea- 
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vouriug to withdraw bim from a scene on re- 
covery so painful. But his fortitude retarned 
with Lis revival; and blushing at his former 
extravagance, he resisted with disdain the 
efforts made use of to remove him. " Hear 
me," he exclaimed, in a firm tone, to the 
mourners — " I have seen a father and four bro-: 
thers killed by my side in war, and have not 
heaved a sigh for them. Think ye then that 
I would grieve because a woman leaves me i 
She was good, 'tis true, and she loved me : for 
this I claim no more than to pay ber the last 
duties she will ever receive ; and may the Vir- 
gin bless her for the sake of him who bestows 
them." Having said thus, he seized the spade 
from the hand of one standing near, and, as she 
was lowered into the grave, with all her vest- 
ments, threw over her fair form the first clods 
of earth which were to hide it for ever front 
the world. But ere he resigned the instrument, 
a tear rising in his large black eye, gave signs 
that he had dearly purchased his philosophy. 

The lights were extinguished, and the 
mourners returned, while the young Frank, 
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vhose sympathy had been powerfully awakeo- 
ed, fuund, on lookiog around him, that his 
party were scarcely to be seen. Old Luca 
himself, tired of the sentiment which he had 
foDnd it necessary to display on tlie occa- 
sion, had quitted bis side; and he now vas 
obliged to make all the speed his Arab courser 
was master of, to regain Hadji Christo and his 
followers. The gaiety of the scenes which 
be before bad witnessed had lost'lheir effect 
upon him in the more strikiog sadness of the 
last. There was a sometliing in the approxima- 
tion of these two opposites — of joy struggling 
for empire with woe, and crossing each other 
in the same path, which bad changed to disgust 
all his appetite for the former. Nor could the 
throng around him, and its pursuits, so various 
and so novel, restore to him the pleasure he 
before had felt. The wumen, gaudily attired, 
wbo seemed, though Ihey bestowed it on none, 
to claim attention from all, as their right, could 
nut just now succeed in gaining his, althongb 
some of them were well worthy of it ; for he 
it was an ill time to gaze on a pretty 
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face, when bo recently reminded of bow qnickly 
it may be despoiled : be reserved his attention^ 
therefore, for anolber mameot, well knowiDg^ 
that youth and beauty love not to see fixed on 
Ihem otber eyes llian tbose which kindle at 
liieir shrine. Hadji Christo had just eotered 
tlie city as he joined hioi, the multitude assem- 
bled on the drawbridge makiug way for hii 
troops aa they passed, when the Chious, who 
liadbeea sent on in advance to procure quarters 
iii the city fur the Bulgarian and his soldiery 
■ eturaed to conduct them thither. As they 
passed through the various parts which led to 
them, the young stranger had an opportunity 
of observing the extraordinary objects which 
presented themselves in this capital of the 
Morea. The mosques, once resounding with the 
Muezzim's call to prayers, bat now converted 
into prison-houses, held within each of Ihem 
unmbers of wretched Arabs rottiDg in slavery, 
and neglected even by their appointed guar- 
dians. Baths, once upheld liy marble pillara, 
now formed rude stables for the horses of 
the President and bis train : all the proudest 
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provided him, gave ample scope for the general 
curiosity. "Who is he?" was vhispered from 
one to the other — nor did they cease their in- 
quiries even when they funud the impossibility 
of satisfy ng them. The coffee-houses, with- 
out which a Moreote would cease to exist, were 
many, and crowded with visitants, some ob- 
icuring the chamber with puffs from their 
long-breathing argele^s ("), others playing at 
Casino^ their favourite game : the poor and 
jespised^ amongst which number those clad in 
European dlresses seemed to predominate, were 
drinking apart and in solitude their portion of 
■ober coll'ee, while the rich were manifesting 
their generosity in treating the more distin- 
^ished visitants, who happened to drop in, 
■willi copious streams of punch and sherbet. 
As Hadji, with his young friend by his side, 
approached these resorts, the Capitani fre- 
qsenttng them left their occupalions for a mo- 
ment to press them to enter, and be refreshed 
at their expense; but the Bulgarian had other 
designs than to enlist himtieif among the coffee- 
house chieftains; nor was be sufficiently a 
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politician to force his will for the satisfaction 
of others — he left them to themselves there- 
fore, and heeded not the looks of diBdain which 
some few bent on him in anger at the slight 
which he had pat on them by bis refasal. Baf- 
fled in these endeavonrs, they sought, from " 
chief to pipe-hearer, to discover who was this 
Inglese, thus strangely appearing within their 
city, but without better success. They then 
betook themselves to their conjectures, and, 
supposing it for granted that he must be some- 
body very considerable, determined to antici- 
pate the intimation of his grandeur by showing 
towards him their respect. Many indeed, whom 
superior loftiness of character did not prevent, 
followed at his heels, and took observations on 
every change in his visage ; nor did they aban- 
don this merciless scrutiny until the quarters 
provided for Hadji Chrlsto and his men shat 
him out from the view of these intruders. 
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CHAPTER V. 



What a IcMNi our ladies 



Will have of these trim vanities. 

JTw^ Henry VIIL 



, ' • ■ . . . 

LiKB all other Captains' qaarters in Greece^ 

• " • • • , 

ihere was very little^ dither in iippearance or 
in effect, to recommend the present to notice, 
ithe decayed beams seemed miracalotislyy con* 
sidering the natare of their materials, to keep 
together the apartment; for on the slightest 
fnction being applied to them they wonid 
cramble into dust. Above this floor, so monl- 
dering and so dismal, was situated another in- 
comparably more forbidding, appropriated for 
the receptioii, or rather exile, of the unhappy 
family of the mansion, who, on the entrance of 
a Capitano with his soldiers, were fain to quit 
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tlie better, and betake themselves there, pray- 
ing that their troubles might cease on supplying 
the chieftaia with wood, water, and lights — to 
which they were compelled — without being 
called upon to satisfy all the petty wants of 
each rapacious palicar, who considers himself 
the most important personage in the world, on 
finding that be is hived in a dwelling whereia 
are others to take from him the toil of tending 
it. The carpet was spread in the most decent, 
or rather least filthy, corner of the apartment, 
for the accommodation of Hadji Cbristo ; and 
the smoked rafters were soon embellished with 
the doupheghia and yatagans of the weary sol- 
diers, each of whom removed himself to a re- 
spectful distance from his chieftain. The Chiomt 
was looking over the rations which Pladji had 
claimed as being on his march, and the yonng 
stranger was preparing some bundles of papers 
to lake them with bim to the scat of govern- 
ment, when a youth, dressed in the Albanian 
costume — although the first glance suflSced to 
fell him not a true one — strutted into the room 
w.th his capote flung carelessly on his shoulder, 
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being followed close at the heels fay a soldier, 
vho assumed the samefuDtastic air, aud uiakitt;^ 
a slight salutation to Hadji CLrislo and his 
Captains, addressed himself in Eu^lish to tim 
stranger, with ail the tene and gestores of aa 
uiBulferable petit maitre, — "You Lave just ar- 
rived. Sir, in this country, if £ be not mistaken, 
and have not been as yet initiated into the 
manners and privations of these barbarians 1" — 
The Frank nodded assent. 

" God grant jou may get on well with them," 
r-esumed the interrogator. " I myself have 
been a long time — some twelvemonti, if I err 
Bot — just— is it not so, Psylalii ?" turning to 
his imitator, wLo had intruded himself nearer, 
in hopes, perhaps, of gleaning some scraps of 
English for his pains. " I have borne with 
them better than most others, on account of 
an excessive spirit of romance, which has been 
mine since my childhood, and has enabled me 
to trace, in the pursuits and habits of the 
vretcbei, now and then, a species of this latter 
ofaarm. Had it not been for this, 1 should 
long; ere now have sunk under an insutTer' 
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able load of disgust." Tbe stranger looked 
impatient, but conid not silence this indefati- 
gable egotist. 

" With all this," he continued, determinecl 
to have an answer, " there is a charm in having 
sported so long tbe oriental dress, and in tuking 
a tinge from the languor which the eastern 
clime inspires, to accompany one home, and { 
escite some interest among the fair sex. My 
costume, which Ihey assure me becomes mQ 
amazingly, though I am not myself capable to 
judge for the truth, cannot sufficiently have 
hidden from you. Sir, my fame, as to render 
yon ignorant of who I am." 

" If, Sir," replied the young stranger, sai^ 
castically, " I might be favoured with the nama 
of him whom I have the honour of addressing, 
I should doubtless be better able to inforia 'i 
you whether its astonishing celebrity has yet 1 
reached my ears." 

" You will cease," rephed the talker, " to 1 
hesitate when I remind you that I am the same | 
dark mysterious being whom Byron has desig- 
nated in the person of Lara. My family name J 
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is Simpkins, and it is my iatentiou (o send 
over to Scotland the analysis of many admirable 
scenes to which I Lave been witness, wbioh 
cannot fail to enrol me among the list of heroes 
of the celebrated author there." 

The young Franli with difficulty could re- 
strain the smile which this soi-disant Lara 
threatened to estort, and was ou the point of 
asking him whether that hero was distinguished 
by a halt in bis gait, which was evident in the 
pretender to the character, when Mr, Simpkins 
interrupted him — 

" But you are not yet aware, my dear Sir, 
of the beasts you have got amongst. Tbe vul- 
garity of all the Europeans here is so strikingly 
base, that any man of refined taste, like my- 
self, creates, I assure you, by being singular, 
& vast field of interest and adventnre. I should 
by no means be surprised if you. Sir, whom I 
know to be of family-rank, and of vast acquire- 
ments, by keeping yourself always aloof from 
those barbarians, whom I have mentioned; 
and being biassed by no other hints than my 
own, may eventually lead a career not less bril- 
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iiant thaa I have done. Our names then will, 
of course, be mingled together in the reininia- 
cences of some masterly pen — and think of the 
laxnry of being known and quoted as the heroes 
of a romance fraught with incident! the in-' i 
spiration with which the young beauties of onr I 
realms will lisp our names upon every ooca> 
sion, fondly hoping that their lovers may be 
such — and imagine only, what is far belter 
than all, our not existing merely in fancy, bat 
embodying these delightful ideas by oar ap^ 
pearance afterwards amongst them !" | 

As Simpkins concluded his rhapsody, the 
stranger burst into an immoderate fit of laugh^ 
ter, which he did not trouble himself in endea* 
vouring to repress. " And pray, Mr. Simp4 
kins," he said to him at length, " what do yon 
know of my family and talents the very first i 
moment that this nnexpected interview hai | 
given me an opportunity of preventing the ' 
crime I otherwise should have committed, of 
remaining perfectly ignorant of your name, 
prowess, or even existence? This you haye 
happily foreseeu and hindered; bat if it be 
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gnly under yuur toition that I ntn to advance 
myself, and if that tend only to grafting in me 
the deiirable arabitioo of becoming some day 
or other the hero of a boarding-school novel, 
I fear that we shall receive but little mutual 
assistance from each other's society," 

The fallen countenance of Mr., or, as he 
would have it. Captain, Simpkins, began to 
give evident symptoms of the shock which his 
vanity bad sustained, when fate ordained thai 
Paniote, who had endeavoured hitherto, with- 
oat snccesa, to extract a look, much less a 
word, from one so punctilious in the observ- 
ance of points of high-bearing as this great 
person, ran towards him in depair of otherwise 
being recognised, and kissed his hand, Pa- 
niote bad formerly been his domestic, and a 
submission so flattering as this to the dignity of 
Captain Simpkins, and so well-timed for the 
recovery of his spirits, produced from his fea- 
tures a smile of acknowledgment, and ex- 
tended his condescension so far, that imagining, 
the young Frank not to understand the jargon 
in which he spoke, he ventured even to address 
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the servant, entreating him to declare without 
reserve who was this stranger, and what he 
wanted; of what nature were his communica- 
tions, and, in short, every thing which be- 
longed to him. Paniote was just preparing 
without scrapie to satisfy these demands from 
his own inexhaustible fund of invention, when 
his master, who, haplessly for the interrogator, 
had been too well accustomed to the paloit in 
which he had delivered himself, and who spoke 
Romaic much better than Mr. Simpkins, him- 
self spared tho trouble of the response to his 
domestic. 

" You woald wish, no donbt. Sir," he ex- 
claimed, "to acquaint yourself with what may 
be the contents .}f my portmanteau, the part of 
the world too in which it was fabricated, as 
veil as the quality of the leather which com- 
poses it" — he added, hoping, though in vain, 
that he might have touched on some branch of 
trade with which this impertinent fellow had 
been connected; his manners impressing on him 
strongly the idea, that he had had more relation- 
ship with the counter than himself cared to 
confess. 
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" Tlie tongue I spoke in may have deceived 
jrou, Sir, answered Simpkins.utiblashiugly, " I 
vas engaged enlirely on the interest of this 
boor when I patronized him with my address." 

" It may be so," replied the Frank, no ways 
assured, and rising from bis seat^ " but this 
matters little. Yon must excuse me, however, 
either from hearing or relating any thing farther 
relative to persons or pursuits until another 
moment may give me the honour of a second 
meeting. At present I have affairs to arrange 
which prevent my stay." 

" Stop, Sir," rejoined Simpkins, determined 
not to be repulsed ; " yon are on your way to 
the President ; without doubt accept of my ser- 
vices ; you are acqnninted with none there, 
and no one can be so useful for the Grst pre- 
sentation as myself, who am so well known, and 
I may add, without boasting, feared by them, 
I am admirably adapted, too, for interpreter, 
as my forte is languages : Psylaki will accom- 
pany and carry your letters for you ; be has 
taken a tinge, you see, during his stay in my 
service, and is positively more respectable than 
the ragamuUius about you here." 
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" I give yoa credit for your perception. Sir," 
replied the stranger, " for you have correctly 
divined my purposes. As to the accompani- 
ment, however, which yon so politely offer, I 
am in no need of it, as all the soldiers whom I 
have about me are at my command for that par< 
pose, should I wish it. As to iuterpreter, I 
imagine Frank langoages to be so well spoken 
there, that ray own knowledge will suflice to 
explain myself. If Mr. Simpkins, therefore, 
should wish to accompany me merely for the 
sake of inspiring fear into the assembly, I 
judge that niy presence alone would be more 
acceptable to its members," 

Simpkins, however, was resolved that no- 
thing should deter him from his plans, and deaf 
to the remonstrances of the stranger, fallowed 
him into the street, as he left the quarters with 
ten of Hadji's soldiers in his train, and swag* 
gered as near to him as he could, with an aifec- 
lation of greater majesty than ordinary, on the 
strength of the acquisition he had made. The 
effect which he strove for might, perhaps, have 
succeeded, had those arouud him been blind 
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as himself to his deformities; bat the dimiDutlTe- 
ness of his stature, with the halt id his gait, ren- 
dered doubly striking by the coatrast which the 
graceful Eastern vestments presented to them, 
were defects wbich utterly destroyed in others 
the idea he entertained of himself. The 
stranger doomed to bear with this monster of 
conceit, tbought often of his fancied similitude 
to Lara, and felt such intolerable mirth come 
over him each time of being crossed by the 
idea, tliat the indignation which had began to 
shew itself at the impertinent officiousness of 
this strange representative, spite of himself, 
forsook him. 

They bad already passed tbe principal street, 
and had many long narrow lanes, dirty and 
swarming in population, to wade througb yet, 
and the Frank was beginning to shew astoutsb- 
tnent, that no better road should open itself, 
that be might guess where stood the esecutive 
seat of the nation, when on the surmounting of 
a steep flagged ascent, down wbich run in tor- 
rents the overflowings of the buckets that were 
filled from a fount in its vicinity, and in com- 
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parisoa to which the rest of the town had 
sliewn like a well-swept hall ; and after many 
long slides, which omened badly to the diguity 
of the youDg Ambassador, a large half dilapi- 
dated Turkish mansion rose to view, at the 
entry of which the conductor stopt. " Here we 
mast ascend," cried Captain Simpkins : " gaard 
well the mud sluices and better the mules, 
who are tied up below here ; a kick from these 
animals might seriously disconcert yon, and 
render an audience above more difficult." The 
romantic gentleman had given this time at 
least a reasonable piece of advice. 

The ground which formed the entry room to 
this important dwelling was a large stable, in the 
corner of which lay some Arab grooms, huddled 
together with their horses, and maintaining a 
contest of words in the straw : in the other 
nearest the door were standing two vicious 
looking mules, who seemed by the position in 
which their legs were placed, to be the ap- 
pointed guardians of the entrance. At a sight 
so estraordinary for such a mansion, the 
Frank rubbed his eyes to persaade himself 
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vbetlier or no he dreamt ; but the mnd oozing: 
around liis feet and forcing itself into bis shoes, 
soon convinced bim^ by its inconvenience, tbat all 
was a reality, and that farther deliberation would 
be productive to him of no benefit. He enter- 
ed, therefore, and having avoided carefully the 
barriers which threatened so formidably to op- 
pose him, be could not repress longer his sur- 
prise. 

" la it possible then," he exclaimed, " that 
in a building so miserable as this should bold his 
seat the President of a nation, to agitate her 
interest t tbat mules and senators should share 
the same abode — nay, almost the same apart- 
ment i" 

" Cease your exclamations, my good Sir," 
rejoined Mr. Simpkins, as tbey ascended the 
first narrow staircase, upon which the light of 
day denied its influence : there is a vast differ- 
ence in space, though, perhaps, not in quality, 
between the two sets whom you have men- 
tioned. Wait until yon have seen the upp^ 
part, and in the meantime take care of the 
stairs as yoa mount them ; grovel well with 
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your hands for the holes in them, or else, 
without redemption, you will aliglit on these 
quadrupeds' backs, whom we have as yet so 
happily avoided. Indeed, tbese unconscionable 
characters might as well have swung a lamp 
here to assist our researches, had it not af- 
forded more light to this wretched pathway 
than the conclusion of their debates di> to the 
nation. However, I myself positively am to 
blame for not having sent my man, Fsylaki, 
to demand it previous to my paying them a 
visit." 

Entertaining the time with groans and ma- 
ledictions against the provisionary government's 
avarice, in not having lent them a flambeau. 
Captain Simpkins, who loved always to move 
foremost, conducted the young stranger to the 
landing-place. Here, at least, was one stage to 
amelioration: the sun which did condescend 
to revive the ohjects within, presented to tbe 
view a large floor sufliciently well roofed and 
wainscotted, with two windows of considerable 
dimensions, latticed like all are, and admitting 
through tbeir panes, thongb somewhat checked, 
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the suDbeam's ray. Several small inner apart- 
ments shewed themaeivea, wliicli, by tlie nature 
of the Romaic signatures above, seemed to be 
offices for the nnder secretaries and others 
EnbordiDate in the administration of affairs. 
In the range of these apartments, one solitary 
wretch, both time and war-worn to appearance, 
with an old tattered European soldier's coat 
and Greek fouslinp!Ia(i), paced in mournful 
reverie, a rusty iirelock ia bis arnis, to shew, it 
seemed, that even these men in office, though 
on the floor most incousiderable, were sanc- 
tioned in their doings, and defended by their 
patrons above them. The Frank, whose cu- 
riosity was excited, demanded of " what spe- 
■ cies was this being so lorn and so woe-begone V 
" This," replied the communicative Mr, 
Simpkins, " is one of those of whom they have 
lately began to raise a body ; it is a specimen 
of tlie regular Iroops or roKriKoi, who are 
soon to exterminate all the lawless Palicar 
aronnd. This band, whose purposes are so 
imposing, is made up of those poor old 
wretches, who cannot extort money from pity, 
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neitlier will they try their luck for plandet near 
swifter legs and stronger hands in war. The 
government, seeing their inability, have adopted 
with them the middle course, and have formed 
of them a kind of militia, who, while others go 
on the monntnins, stay here to defend the pretty 
women from being ravished by any, save the 
aenators, who chance to remain. They have 
now begnn to strengthen this valuable asso- 
ciation, by joining to these veterans a few boys, 
fit only to carry the powder-horn: in a word, 
save the superannuated and the imbecile, you 
will Und none amongst them. Observe but for 
a moment, I pray you, that animal yonder, and 
you will he convinced that infirmity is the sove- 
reign attribute of the band." The Frank com- 
plied, and resuming his gaze upon the object, 
discovered that this sarcasm was little more 
than just, for the tactic, fatigued with his exer- 
cise, had unfixed the bayonet, that it might not 
scratch his face, and was reposing himself, arms 
akimbo, over tbe muzzle of his piece. As he 
looked at this intolerable fit of laziness, and com- 
pared the whole appearance of this poor subject 
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with the 6ne forms and faces of the mountain 
narriors, he foreboded that little good woald re- 
salt from any new institutions wliich the en- 
thusiasm or policy of Western nations might 
endeavour to raise there. But though he 
made these reflections, he, nevertheless, with- 
held his gaze from the subject of them, lest 
the poor man should guess the feelings he had 
produced, and beckoning to his Falicari to 
follow him, and leaving Captain Simpkins to do 
so or not as might suit hinij he no longer 
tarried, but left this grotesque appearance for 
the ascension which lay before him. The land- 
ing-place to which this new flight carried him, 
was really more grand than he had supposed 
could have existed in a mansion to which the 
access seemed so forbidding. The apartments 
on both sides of it, most of which were open 
and crowded with applicants of various orders, 
were large and well furnished. One in par- 
ticular, screened by a green curtain, as though 
to mark it from the rest, showed rich tapestry 
work within, as a hand drew back the veil. 
The Frank demanded to whom this belonged, 
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and was soon made acquainted, that it va< 
hallowed for the repose of tlie President daring 
coancil, whenever too subtle a point, or too 
strong a whiff of the chibouk daring ita dis- 
ouasion, by discomposing his temper, or cload- 
ing his brain, stiould induce him to withdraw 
there. In this story numbera were collected, 
and by the expression which their faces bore, 
^owed plainly the nature of the reception they 
had met with above. Some were taking the 
air at the recesses near tbe windows, which 
looked into a tine lemon orchard, and were 
altogether placid ; while others, expelled from 
the higher regions, had taken their posts as Dear 
as conld be to their ontskirts, and were eagerly 
in waiting to entrap, by stratagem or by force, 
the ministers of office, as they bnstled along with 
their papers from the room of the executive 
to these below, to extort from them a hearing, 
or, at least, a promise. A longer flight of 
stairs than the two he before had ascended led 
the stranger at length to his destination. As 
he arrived at this stage so important, many 
and repeated were the injoQctions which the 
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Frank received from tlie soi disant captain, to 
r^ulse with a noble indifference the adulators 
who -would besiege him, to ufFer their congra- 
talatioDs oo his arrival; and he directed his 
attention towarils himself, that from the ex- 
pression he already began to assume, might be 
borrowed a similar one on the occasion. The 
Frank looked more to the crowd before him 
than to these precepts, and already saw half 
the old Capitani of the Morea, who had as- 
sembled in this anti-room to glean from the 
members of government as much as they could 
previons to their march. Attended by the 
soldiers of Hadji, he walked through the line of 
them, and a smile of good-humoared satisfac- 
tion, not of fawning adalation, was on every 
face as he passed by. " Do you see," said an 
old chieftain to bis chlous, " mark welt the en- 
thusiasm that can bring so line a youth, a beard- 
less boy, from bis soft beds and dreams of peace, 
to a far land to assist us, while we, who have 
none of these laxuries to abandon, lose our time 
in party fends instead of uniting ourselves !" 
A kind look of welcome from all followed this 
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observation. Even the tactiki, of thenhich dis- 
coDsolate beiDgs three guarded the entrance to 
the room of state, lost their ronghnesa as they 
viewed him, and presented arms in respecton his 
approach. As he penetrated into the interior of 
this sacred retreat, his attention was lioOD entirely 
occupied by the novelty which appeared there. 
A large aofa, over which were strewed many 
cushions of red velvet, stood in tlteapartmeat; on 
it were seated, with their long chiboults in hand, 
and in attitudes which seemed to assign bnt 
little importance to the nature of their discas- 
sions — the members of the executive body. A 
table, with a cloth of the same colonr with the 
cushions, was placed near the canopy, at which 
sat the under secretary, beating with his fingers 
for want of other occupation, and a short man, 
with a Frank dress, and a pair of spectacles, 
which but ill concealed the clearness of his large 
black eyes, over which, for some effect best 
known to himself, he had placed them, laughing 
immoderately, and wearing on his conntenance 
a strongly marked expression of satire. This 
mirth seemed unseasonable to alt save the Pre- 
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sident, who dow and then condescended to vary 
the general monotoiiy of his features to some- 
thing like a smiie in encouragement to the rode 
bnrsts as they were repeated. The rest of the 
members seemed to hold in repugnance these 
uncalled -for sallies, and one in particular, whose 
wrath overstepped his policy, lowered his brow 
more gloomily at the laaghter, which by its du- 
ration seemed inextingoishable. But the sud- 
den manner in which it was repressed, the smile 
of polite enquiry which succeeded to it, and the 
momeDlury change which his features took, from 
the irony which before had dwelt on them to 
aD expression more gratifying as the young 
stranger approached, told him instinctively 
, that this was Mavrocordato, of whom he had 
vheard so much. The members of government 
assembled in the room, by a slight and dignified 
motion of the head, bade welcome to the Frank, 
profferring to him a seat on the canopy. Cap- 
tain Simpkins followed close, and uninvited 
took his station beside the tall dignified mem- 
ber who had testified so much displeasure at 
the mirth of the prince ('). Invain did Collet Li 
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take OR extra fold id his senatorial robes, aU 
thongh snifermg at the same time from heat, 
for the sake of avoiding contact with this new 
friend, hut to appearance not new acquaint- 
ance. Captain Simpkins was resolved to show 
the stranger that he bad some importance at- 
tached to him, and not being possessed of sal- 
ficient delicacy of sentiment to notice the dejec- 
tion under which the senator laboured, used 
all his efforts to draw him into converse in a 
language which none save himself understood. 
Colletti, who had been bred up amidst the 
grandeur of Ali Pasha ('), and who knew well 
how to despise the impertinent jargon of a cox- 
comb, not a word from whom either was intel- 
ligible, at first endeavoured to elude his in- 
quiries by removing himself to the further 
extremity of the sofa, but when he found that 
the preposterousness of his demands only in- 
creased as he became more embarrassed, the 
politeness of the senator gave way before his 
indignation, and tired of being pestered by such 
a moth, he turned his head over his shoulder, 
and confessed to Simpkins, with a sneer, " that 
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the language in wliich he spoke ontwitted allo- 
gether liis comprehension." Captain Simpkius 
knitted his brow, and was proceeding to tell 
tbe stranger in a whisper, that all around Uim 
were illiterate and overbearing, when the latter, 
who bad been discoursing with the son of Petro 
Bey, the most pleasant but least wittj' of the 
members, instead of heeding his denunciations, 
walked towards tbe person whom instinct told 
bim to be Mavrocordato, and held out bis 
papers, with a bow. Tbe prince took from bis 
head the cap, which no respect to those pre- 
Gsnt had hitherto induced him to lay aside, and 
listening, with a number of bends and a vast 
deal of patience, to the speech which the bearer 
addressed to him in Italian, took tbe despatches 
from bis hand, and in his quality of general se- 
cretary read them aloud. While the prince was 
perusing them tbe Frank perceived bis large 
black eyes bent on him at times with a deep 
scrutiny. " They are rather ancient," he ob- 
served, as be concluded ; " is it that Venice, 
my young Sir, may have tempted you by its fas- 
cinations to have rendered them so f"— " Yonr 
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feighneaa has guessed rigbt," replied the Frank, 
" my dispatcb has not altogether corresponded 
with my zeal for the country I am now happily 
arrived in," The prince replied to this compli- 
ment by a returning one, and then banded over 
the papers to Condnriottis, remarkable for bis 
vacuity of expression, his long amber, and his 
Hydriote drawers, who affected in turn to peruse 
them, Mavrocordato, meanwhile, whose native 
politeness would not suffer that the stranger 
shonld remain longer unnoticed, brokelbesilence 
into which he had relapsed, by requesting to be 
informed in what qnarters he had found an asy- 
lum. The Frank told him of bis residence with 
Hadji Cbristo, but was astonished to observe 
the impressive manner with which the prince 
besought him to exchange it. 

" You are not yet sufficiently practised, my 
young Sir," he said, " to tolerate a wild moun- 
tain soldier's quarters ; though none in the city 
are of a splendid kind, you can nevertheless ex- 
change it for one incomparably better than the 
Bulgarian's." 

The Frank thought he observed that pique to- 
63 
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wards the soldier, rather tban the incoBvecience 
of his qaarters, had produced this advice. He 
hesitated a little, and then replied ; — 

" The obligations which I owe to this chief- 
tain, yonr Highness is not aware of." 

"Ton will find too alack of society there," re- 
joined Mavrocordato, not heeding this remon- 
strance, "fori presume that you are not well vers- 
ed either in the Walachian or Bnlgarian dialects." 

No sooner had the Frank assured him to the 
contrary, than, turning to one of the soldiers in 
waitings, he whispered sometbing in his ear. 
" When if pleases you to retire," be resumed, 
as the man withdrew, " tbis soldier will accom- 
pany you to quarters at least more commodious 
than tliose yon have at present." 

The Frank, though disconcerted at the 
thoughts of so abruptly leaving the man to whom 
he was indebted, complied nevertheless with 
the anxiety of the Prince, who rose from tiia 
seat, and presented his band in Ihe European 
way, as he left the apartment. Mr. Simpkins, 
who had been digesting his griefs in silence 
and unheeded, followed, together with tbe 



MODERN aSEECB. 131 

temporary retinue of the yonng ambassador, 
who felt bis former indigoation towards him 
softened into pity, from a forbearance of 
which lie really had not thonght him capable, 
bnt that nevertheless manifested itself in sup- 
pressing his intentions of becoming inter- 
preter. Simpkins soon observed this change 
and rejoiced at it, for his influence declining 
with his purse, he had found himself sadly at a 
loss for a dwelling to which to betake himself, 
and looked forwards with satisfaction to the 
asylum offered the stranger, as one that, if he 
insinuated himself well in favour, might like- 
wise be sliared by him. As the Frank de- 
scended the stairs, which had seemed so long 
to him on mounting, a party struck his attention 
who stood together, with the greatest impatience 
and apprehension expressed on the visage of 
each. Of these emotions himself seemed to be 
the cause, for no sooner had be approached 
them, than a buzz became audible, and one, 
who, after a long contest, seemed to have agreed 
on being spokesman, made np towards bim 
hesitatingly, and with as many low bows for a 
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prelude as threatened to be eternal, but he 
contradicted at lengtb this foreboding by ad- 
dressing him, in Italian, an immense number 
of compliments, from which, however, but little 
could be collected. The Frank bowed as low 
as the short gentleman, but as be knew well, 
by the manner of the latter, that a something 
not yet touched upon, bat far more interest- 
ing thau the expression of politeness, was in 
waiting for his ear, he begged the Italian to 
anticipate it. There was a peculiar shyness 
and confusion in the manner of the latter at 
being interrupted, which manifested itself in a 
stutter, and seemed extraordinary to the Frank, 
who had beside him a character of such an op- 
posite nature as Simpkins i it could not be, 
certainly, that the little Italian had been long 
in Greece, otherwise he surely would not be so 
bashful ! It was some time, however, before 
he could suQicJently collect himself to explain 
his wauts, when he demanded, with an expres- 
sion of eagerness, whether his Signoria had 
brought with him letters, or communications of 
any kind for himself. Count Porta, or his party. 
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Tbe stranger assured him to the contrary, but 
the Count, whose whole soul seemed bent on 
his enquirj' being answered satisfactorily, at 
first afiectfid deafness, till, on being again re- 
plied to in the negative, he followed him into 
the street, and assuring him with many bowsi 
that he most be mistaken, " for that his party^ I 
absolutely had received letters," turned away^ I 
and left him to rumiDate at leisure on tbe re«i I 
quest he had made. '' How extraordinary !-' | 
exclaimed tbe stranger, on the departure of tha J 
Italian, " that party should be the only word 
current here ; that no individual can exist witlbr 
out his junto! Though in politics it may be 
sanctioned, how can any social bond be formed, 
any confidence exchanged, when apprehensive 
ever that the man whom we smile with to-day 
is planning rude schemes against us for the 
morrow !" 

" For my part," replied Mr. Simpkins, " I 
do not altogether blame this policy. In a coun- 
try such as this, where all savours of barbarity, 
the strangers who come over soon verge into 
the same extreme ; those, therefore, whose pa- 
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Ush still survives, not b^ng able ever to bring 
tlieir tastes to accommodate themselves sufii- 
Oieatiy for any intercourse of heart, no cement 
oan be formed from that quarter. It is necea- 
aary however, they feel, to preserve a mutual 
nnderstandiug for each other's comfort, and 
adapt their external, accordingly, to this observ- 
ance ; hence you cannot be surprised that from 
rach a union, which is but a name, a satirical 
Tord is sooner turned into odium than a re- 
spectful one into esteem. Thus do impressions 
originate, and parties form." The Frank thank- 
ad Mr. Simpkins for tliis learned demonstration, 
'wiiich surprised him, in having proceeded from 
a character he had thought so incapable of 
making it ; and be began to perceive that, al- 
though an intolerable coxcomb, the former 
was not destitnte of sense; when the commu- 
nicative gentleman, encouraged by ^e favour- 
able hearing he had received, continued bis 
loquacity, " Talking of societies, by the bye," 
he resumed, " I will lead yon this evening to a 
house, the only one in Greece, which is pos- 
sessed of wherewith to save the soul of bim who 



MODERN GREECE. 



135 



dwells therein. It is positively choice, I assure 
you ; a conversazione, k la Napolitana, exists 
there, which has too the charm of being held by 
the only Greek who is not a savage. There 
yoa will have the advantage of judging what 
society to indulge in — what to avoid. But stay^ i 
they have brought as, I perceive, to the mau* ! 
sion, which his Excellency, the black Frince(*)» ; 
has ordered for yoar reception, and, by all , 
that's merciful, it is bat the Locanda !" It was 
indeed the Locanda ; but its appearance did 
not strike the stranger witli the same horrof < 
which Sinipkins manifested on seeing it. 1^ 
tnated in the finest part of the town, its baM 
washed by the sea, and affording an excellent 
view of the bay and its vicinity, he admired 
rather than condemned the taste which had se- 
lected it. Aa he ascended the stairs whiofa 
their conductor pointed out, he saw below hin 
numbers of Greeks, who kept the khan in r 
continual fume from the argeleen with whic^ 
they diverted themselves. The apartment dea^ 
fined for his use was shown to bim ; it consisted 
merely of the bare planks that formed it, with- 
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oat the slightest article of furniture to temper 
its rudeness. Simpkios, who had laid bis ac- 
count with better accommodations, tamed sul- 
kily towards the guide :^" If this is all that we 
are to receive at the hands of his Excellency," 
he said, " the benefit is not great; I myself 
could have provided better, as this is common 
to all who choose to enter it." " Effendi," re- 
plied the man, not heeding Simpkins, but ad- 
dressing himself to him for whom the apartment 
was intended, " Napoli is so crowded tliat no 
other house can be obtained. The Prince 
Mavrocordatu, who has sought oat this, intends 
to have it paid for from government." The 
khan-keeper, a gloomy-looking Cretan, who bad 
hitherto been silent, could not repress his in- 
dignation at hearing these terms, bat adding a 
Btill more repulsive expression to the ordinary 
severity of his features, declared that he would 
bave been much better satisfied that Milordo 
should have paid out of his own jeppa (^) for his 
apartments, than to be pat off with a cheqne on 
the provisionary government, who, he seemed 
to think, were not too punctual in their pay- 
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meDts. The man, however, repressed bis mnr- 
murs, jast as a frown from one of Hadji's sol- 
diers told them to be ill-timed ; fur these tbU 
lowers, always faithful to him who led them, for 
however short a time it might be, though they 
cared little for the Cretan's curses on the go- 
vernment, resented the disrespect that he show- 
ed their leader by uttering them ; and the khan- 
keeper well knew, that amongst a band of law- 
leafi Palicari, the pistol was always made use of 
if any thing went amiss. The man with a good 
grace, therefore, laid on the planks an old rug, 
the better to accommodate the guests, and 
swept away some of the dast from around, to 
render the appearance of the room more comely. 

The stranger laid his cloak under Lira, and 
thanking the Palicari who had attended him so 
faithfully, would have dismissed them, but tbey 
lingered as though not contented. Imagining 
that a requital might be expected, he offered it 
from his purse, hut was astonished to see tbeuk 
draw back with disdain. 

" Effendi," said one of the men, after a short 
hesitation, " we have to pray of you a favour." ' 
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" Speak what yon -will," answered the stran- 
ger, " and, if it be not out of my power, for 
the respect I hold to your chieftain, and for the 
acknowledgments I feel towards yon, I promise 
to comply with it." 

" Nay then," answered the man, " it is but 
that jou would allow us to follow you to Nava- 
cine, where your Excellency is about to pro- 



The Frank gave his assent, astonished at the 
same time that they should have known so ex- 
actly his intentions ; but he soon perceived, by 
the arch connteoance nf the sagacious Paniote, 
that they were beholden to bim alone for these 
communicatioQB. 

The soldiers seemed already indebted to the 
stranger for his promise, which likewise ap- 
peared to him extraordinary, in a country where 
to little importance was attached to points of 
feith; but his surprise was redoubled when one 
of the number, who had absented himself for 
some time, returned, bearing with him a suit of 
costly habiliments, which he laid at his feet as 
he approached him. Hadji Christo had sent 
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them as a mark of esteem, and trnly, if the 
strength of that were to be proportioned to the 
richness of the present, spite of the old Ep- 
parch's insintiatioD, he might pride himself od 
having gained a friend, for as the soldier laid it 
oat to view, the gold, of which it was wrought, 
bent down with its weight the arms that bore 
it. The stranger, as he invested himself with 
these new habiliments, and received the various 
congratulations on the chaoge, wondered how 
he could ever have brooked the being swathed 
in accoutrements so demure as those which he 
rejected. The barber, who officiates with ex- 
traordinary alacrity on any occasion in which a 
noviciate may require his services, shaved the 
crown held out to him, and after having ope- 
rated on the initiated the whole process of 
Turkish lavations, retired, wondering at his own 
dexterity in having wrought such a change. 
The soldiers retired too, bearing with Ihero 
nnraerous acknowledgments for the geueroDS 
H&dji. Simpkins alone remained with the 
stranger, who bad begun to lose much of ths 
disgust he first entertained against him, and 
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held him, though a very ordinary, yet a very 
tolerable being. He had been so nsefol too, 
daring the events of the day, in the information 
which he imparted, that even some gratitude 
was due to his pains. In fact, an Asmodeus 
was necessary to him, and none better calcu- 
lated for the office had presented himself than 
the romantic soi disant Lara. 
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But this is worshipful society. 
And fits the mounting spirit like myself ; 
For he is but a bastard to the time 
That doth not smack of observation. 

King Jthn, 



The door of the apartments was opened at 
this moment by the gloomy Cretan, who had 
been laying his account with the interest which 
would accrue to him from his dignified guests, 
and his expectations being little from the bill 
he was to draw on the government, he revived 
them with the trust that his provisions, which 
he furnished so abundantly for those wh9 were 
weary, and had long purses, would not faO in 
drawing a ready ducat out of those of the Phil- 
hellenes. He had some savoury ragouts which 
they might command^ some farsouli, or mashed 
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peas, to add & flavour, and some wine of Cy- 
prus with which to digest them : all these were 
brought in requisition, and did credit to the 
taste of the traiteur. In the common ordinary, 
which bordered on their apartment, were three 
roaring Spezziotes, who were not remiss in 
their libations, having left their ships to perform 
tiiem ; and who seemed fully determined to 
enjoy to the utmost the good things on shore 
while their pay was withheld from them at sea. 
The infellect of Simpkins seemed consider- 
ably to expand during the meal, and induced 
him to rail, more than generally, against the na- 
tion whom he aETected to serve. " Did you 
1 mark," he exclaimed, "the dispute which was 
' being held as we entered flie room of audience, 
or rather the laugh which fallowed it t Mavro- 
oordato and Colletti were the two disputants, 
although both these gentlemen so well know 
how to disguise their emotions that an observer, 
possessed of less penetration than myself, would 
' have found his whole art baffled, in endeavour- 
ing to pierce through the assumed veil. Know 
then, that the former, of whose satirical talents 
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few care to incur the lash, and wbo carries so 
high a hand, that although all condemn, none 
dare resent his measures, had made a compact 
9ome time back with Colletti, whom he cousi* 
dered as most useful to his plans from the influ- 
ence possessed by him withthe Romigliotes, of 
a nature deserving of the intriguant who pro- 
posed it. In public discussious Colletti was to 
aflect the greatest rancour towards Mavrocor- 
dato's person and suggestions, for the sake of 
affording to the latter a better opportunity of 
displaying the profnndity of his talents in de- 
fendiag them. Not so, however, in private. 
When theirarguments had apparently proceeded 
lo the height of bitterness and irascibility, e 
peace profound though secret linked them to each 
other on the commencement of the mid~day pipe, 
so inseparably to all appearance that even the ' 
courtier of All Fasba felt convinced that for 
once Mavrocordato was firm in the league 
which be had made with him. The princ«, 
however, too diplomatic to hold a trust, what 
he could advance his schemes by betraying it, 
and who rejoiced moreover at the prospect af- 
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forded him of playing upou the credulity of his 
pretended opposer, watched only for the mo- 
ineDt when he might best turn it to his own ad- 
vantage. This iooked-for time, as jou yourself 
were witiiess to, was not long in arriving. The 
Fanariote, who well knew that tliuse of Suli, 
the flower of Greece, were devoted to the inte- 
rests of CoUetti, feared lest this force should 
one day be made use of as the insfrument of his 
own destruction, and having disarmed this more 
conscientious senator of many suspicions, 
tbroDgh means uf his art, he determined tinally, 
by a bold betrayal, to redace the power which 
he dreaded. To gain over to hia purposes the 
president Conduriottis, was the first plan on 
which he resolved : on the concnrrence of the 
former be had calculated even before he pro- 
posed them, since he carried the key about him 
to open the feelings of his most enlightened (}). 
Mavrocordafo began by representing, that should 
theSuliotes, whose valour so often bad been 
tried, once join themselves, as CoUetti wished, 
to the defence of Navarene, they would succeed 
in saving it ; and then by showing their own 
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snperiority lo the effeminate Moreotes, in pre- 
serving so large a portion of their country from 
the enemy, the pride which would result to the 
former woold induce them likewise to claim 
share in those territories which they alone had 
proved themselves worthy to defend. " Here 
too," added Mavrocordato, " these hanghty 
Albanians will not stop ; they will exact from 
us by degrees the whole of our possessions, qd- 
til we find ourselves in the same dilemma from 
which we have so lately extricated ourselves 
with the blood of the nearest of our race." Lest 
these arguments should fail of their effect on his 
phlegmatic excellency, on account of their 
touching only on the general good, he added to 
them others better calculated to impress him 
with an idea of the great connexion which these 
proposals had with his individual benefit. He 
archly represented to him, that by keeping back 
from a peninsular campaign the Suliotes, who 
(being of the continental part) had no right to 
engage in it, the loans which western nations 
had sent out for the increase of the retinae of 
his illustriousness, woDJd not be lightened by 
VOL. I. u 
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tbe exactions of tbeae strangers, who would de- 
nsmd more for their defence of a. foreign soil than 
thoDgh they should betake themselves quietly to 
their own, where still tliey had villages, nay 
towns, (Salona remaining in their hands) to fur- 
nish them with tai^e for their troops. This last 
remoDstranoe was attended with success. Con- 
dariotli, who never was known heedless to a 
sentence wherein his private interest was 
touched on, although deaf to all which merely 
regarded the right of others, gave full permis- 
sion to this faithful courtier to use bis Fana- 
reote ingennity in destroying both Colletti and 
his power. The poor senator was little appre- 
hensive of the perfidy of fais colleagQe. He 
had been planning together with him bia ad- 
dress for the morrow, and both had studied so 
well their parts, that the latter had already pro- 
nounced fais share before the assembly, when 
the wily prince set forth in glowing terms the 
disadvantages which would accrue to them 
from the junction of the Suliotes, and ended 
in persuading the members that both CoHetti 
and they were an incumbrance on the peuinsIilA. 
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Hence arose the stare and exclamation, bonce 
was sent forth the demoniac yell by the artful 
prince at having tamed the tables on his ally so 
easily. Your presence jnst at the moment that 
it happened acted as a restorative to both 
parties, for it saved Mavrocordato from the 
pain of an argument which must inevitably have 
succeeded to the eiitinclion of his mirth, which 
was dying away for want of fuel to revive it. 
The mnscles too of liis opponent were spared, 
by the same reason, the further etrainiog which 
they would have endured. Thus happily did 
their conlention terminate : but let Mavro take 
heed that a winged messenger do not reach him, 
as he retires to his dinner." Simpkins concluded 
his account, and looked for tlie effect of it on the 
countenance of the stranger, which had under- 
gone many changes during its recital ; not that 
the interest he feltin thenatnre of it had produced 
them ; but the alternate hopes and fears that 
pervaded him, as he tried in vain to gness the 
period of its termination. Three yawns pro- 
claimed it at length arrived. During the in- 
terim of peace afforded to him by its conola- 
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sion, he reminded the captain of the c 
zione that he had mentioned, and nrged their 
repairing to it ; for he feared, and with reason, 
that the silence into which his friend had re- 
lapsed, was but the forerunner of a speech as 
long as the one concluded. Simpkina obeyed, 
and a few streets, forbidding in appearance as 
the rest had been, led them before the walls of 
this fashionable resort. The cbords of a guitar 
well played, sent forth their harmony as they 
entered the hall, and making their way 
whence it had proceeded, they found them- 
selves at last in a room elegantly furnished in 
the Huropean style. On a well-burnished ma- 
hogany tabic, which stood in the centre, were 
placed in order, wine, liqueurs, and confec- 
tionary, with labels on the former denoting 
their quality ; a Ante, which seemed to sue in 
vain for a lip to breathe on it, lay beside them, 
and an old carbine, with French stock and Turk- 
ish barrel, had taken its station on a heap of 
music, as though to keep it from being blown 
away by the wind, which, nevertheless, stirred 
not. Over this motley collection presided a 
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middle aged man, with a complexion almost too 
blooming for a Greek, who seemed as thougb 
tenacious of his right, by the pains which be- 
took in keeping aloof from it all save himself* 
An ample French dressing-gown, wrapt ne- 
gligently rouud his person, showed ihat it 
was not yet day with him; and the libations- 
fae partook of were oodoubtedly those of tbo 
morning, by the listless air with which he re- 
eeived them with the one hand, while he swung 
the other like a pendulum behind his chair, to 
an old French major, commandant of the tactic 
corps, who was iu the height of fighting over 
again, for the thousandth time, the battle of 
Parta, at which he only once had been present^ 
but which his politics prompted him to renew, 
(in preference to any of bis campaigns under 
Napoleon) now that his fortunes lay in Greece. 
These, indeed, seemed little to have been bet- 
tered by h s prowess there ; for, save tha 
present good cheer, which it entitled him 
perhaps the better to partake of, the separa- 
tjoD of one of the fingers from the brawny 
huid, w^i<^ be raised mechanically fur the 
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^ne poured out, was the only apparent advan- 
tage lie had derived. The major emptied liia 
glass wjlbout afTecting to nolli^e it, so deeply 
interested did he feel in his own description ; 
but in vain did he heighten the tenor of his voice 
— in vain did he stamp and roar — for not an ear 
«f the many present was so courteous as to 
receive his continuation ; his listeners had at- 
tended at first from an effort of politeness, but 
since it had commenced, the liqueurs had gone 
their round, and had so utterly deslroyed at 
length that restraint which they had at first 
thought necessary to put on themselves, that 
the old major's story and even existence were 
BOW forgotten in the superior interest which 
tvery one took in his own importance and 
pursuits. Tiie guitar pincher resumed his 
ehords, and his Greek and Italian love airs, 
which were snug 1o perfection, soon drowned 
the rough talk of war. The host, with the 
merning gown, hummed over a French drinking 
song; but he who succeeded most efTecluaily 
in driving the old Major to despair, was a short 
man, of Keen visage, in the Albanian dress. 
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wlio was ^nptoyed in holding a long discourse 
with a yonng atout-bailt Hydriote, and who 
persevered in it with such an obstinate mono- 
tony, as to confase in the same strain some of the 
mosteventful ports of the agitated Frenchman's 
relation. The islander to whom he directed his 
admonitions, did not seem to consider them of 
so much value as was wished to be attached to 
them ; for his gaze strayed about as though 
searching oat something, which by an opportune 
encounter might enable him to lly this importu- 
nate counsellor, no less a personage than Adam 
Ducas, the minister of war, who, convinced of 
the advantages that wonid result from it to his 
purse, was convinced also of the elBcacy to the 
nation, of the speedy departure of the fleet of 
Hydra to the bay of Navareae, where the Turk- 
ish armament frowned so formidably. He had 
attacked Samadorfl* accordingly, at the place be 
thought most appropriate to instil his precepts, 
for he knew that this young Hydriote would 
better attend to a lecture produced by the 
J'umes of a flowing feljani (") than to phlegmatic 
advice, drily administered atthe senate. At the 
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present tuoment, however, neither tlie one or the 
other seemed suited to bis iticlinatioQ ; for, after 
interrapting the speaker several times with in- 
junctions to him to finish his beverage bufore 
the old Major's eye should catch it standing, 
(which, however, met with no other return than 
a bah ! emphatically thrown out, and an im- 
mediate return to the same dry subject) — his 
patience got exhausted, and turning hastily 
round to a middle-aged man, dressed in the Al- 
banian costnme, who stood in the recess formed 
by the window which looked out on the broad 
bay, " Count," he exclaimed, addressing him in 
Italian, " what say you to an early repast to- 
night, and a trip with me in my old brig Mil- 
tiades ? I wilt take an extra share of provisions 
in my drawers, (') if you will accompany me." 
" Leave Santa Rosa," interrupted the host In 
the morning gown. " So intent is he in spell- 
ing over that old fragment, that he neglects for 
it the common rites of civility. The potations 
have lain out so long for him, that their spark- 
ling has disappeared. How do yon think, then, 
that a man so obstinately sedentary should e\er 
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^ir himself with such an eternal talker as yoo 
are i" " Nay," rejoined the Hydriote, " if that 
be all, he is mine, for these objections stand in 
no force against onr unisoo. I will leave him 
all day to bimself below, without a soul to look 
on him ; not even the fair islaads of the Cyclades 
shall aroQse him from his trance, if so he wills 
it! and all that Z require in return is, that he 
may discontinue his solitary devotions at a suffi- 
ciently reasonable honr at night, to enable him 
to consume a good bottle of Cyprus, to his own 
better companionship." 

" Yoar rebukes are but just," exclaimed the 
Count, interposing, " My thirst for the attain- 
ment of a language, in which I may be conver- 
sant as yourselves, has made me neglect, per- 
haps, more than 1 should else have done, the 
duties incumbent on good fellowship. How- 
ever, yoQ must both this once pardon me for not 
complying with your wishes. You, Samadorff, 
the cabin and proffered solitude which I would 
not be so unkind as to doom you to; and you, 
Kalagris, addressing the host, the morning 
draughts^ as it is past dinner-time with me." 
h2 
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The Coant did not wait for a reply ; but, turn- 
ing to tlie old Mbjov, whose wrath at beiog io 
often interrupted was now at the full, and who 
beat unceasingly, but in vain, with his brawny 
knncklea, for a eilenoe which noue chose to yield 
hira, proposed, more from pity than preference, 
a game at oliees. T\\e astonishment which took 
possession of the countenance of the veteran, at 
Bocli a demand for one of his habits, was so ludi- 
crously depicted, that the other members of 
this Franco-Greek conversazione, spite of their 
different pursuits, were attracted from them by 
the expression to gaze on it; aud it was not till 
after the muscles of the Major were composed, 
iind the attention of the spectators turned from 
them once more, that the yuong stranger, at- 
tended by his conductor Sinipkins, attracted the 
notice of the party. A joulli, richly bedecked, 
wboae «lenW«r form, as it reclined along a sofa 
placed paralie) with the door, seemed overpow- 
ered with excessive languor, rose up, and 
taking the hand of (he former of these two vi- 
sitors, led him to the seat that he had abandoned. 
One oonld soon discern, as well by a resent- 
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hlance in the features as by a certain similarity 
of manners, though on d smoother scale in the 
latter, that he was brother to the host in the 
mornin* gown. While the coffee and other re- 
freshments were being handed to the youn^ 
stranger, Nikolao would talk of no other sub- 
jects, whenhe would sufficiently exert himself to 
converse, save Vienna and its pleasures. There 
fao had taken his studies, and let any othCT 
topic be introduced, still his mind, as though 
searching for a thing foreign to this, would ever 
revert to the one beloved theme — perhaps be- 
canse there he really had enjoyed himself — per- 
haps only that he might impress on others that 
idea of his importance, which a weak man 
readily gives to one whose foot has trod upon a 
region, which fie has only heard of, Kalagris, 
liis brother, altliough he had paid more attention 
to the young visitor than to the theme so pleas- 
ing to bis relative, was not willing, nevertheless, 
tbat his own conseqnence should sink into infe- 
riority; he talked, therefore, much of the conti- 
nent i« general, until, seeing tbat Nikolao, spite 
of his efforts to the contrary, had gained over 
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more listeners to his side than bimKelf, he 
changed lii.s subject, and struck his chords to 
describe his peregrinations over ihe snows of 
Jlussia, a topic which sacceeded most efTectually 
in silencing the strains of his more langaid 
brother, whose nerves were not sufficiently 
strong to bear such inelemencies, even in con- 
ception. Their father, a Greeli of influence as 
considerable as any amongst the nation, had 
never studied or travelled himself, but had de- 
tenitined that his sods should du both, to serve 
as screens to his ignorance. He wished, too, 
tliat they should not only dabble in the sciences, 
but should take their full dose of Ihem; for 
which purpose, all the branches necessary by 
their knowledge for the formation of a genius 
were disclosed to them, not gradually, but at 
one survey. The event was a natural one — 
their heads got crammed with such a collection, 
all pretending to the same degree of acquaint- 
anceship with the brain, that none in particular 
T?ould give place for delivery from thence. 
Nikolao, however, had, it seemed, given the 
preference to astrology ; for, as be sauntered 
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one fine night with his enraptured father, front 
whom as jet he had cruelly kept back any ma- 
iiifeatation of bis abilities, the moon shone 
brightly OD their path, and tamed the attention 
of the youth towards it. After a silent fit of 
contemplation, be broke out into a rhapsody. 
His parent, who imagined it to be prodaced by 
the workings, at a moment so congenial for 
them, of his favourite study, dared not to inter- 
rupt bim, but chuckled with delight and wonder. 
But botli these emotions were broken, together 
with the silence of his child. " Sir," he said to 
him, in a manner as though anxious to disbuiw 
den something of moment, "the same moon 
which I have seen at Vienna I now see shining 
as brightly above me here." The father's happy 
dreams evaporated with this speech. "Son," 
he exclaimed, " had I but spared the money 
which I have spent in the solution of so weighty 
a question, you only would have remained the 
fool." The old man spent weeks in solitude 
and silence, only broken by his groans of con- 
trition, until Kalagris, who had never pretend- 
ed to the same forte, reconciled him by soma 
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Salutary precepts, wliich sbewed bim to be, at 
all events, somewhat less of a fool than bis bro- 
ther. Thenceforward he freely unlocked to 
them his treasures, with many injuDctions to use 
them sparingly and wilh profit ; all -which they 
promised of course. These good counsels, how- 
ever, were soon forgotten. Rendered unques- 
tionable masters of their own conduct during 
the absence of their father, they soon piqned 
themselves on resisting, by the moat expensive 
establishment and elegant conversazione in Na- 
{)oli, the general ebb of good manners amongst 
ihose few unsullied souls, who might halt as 
they passed at this redeeming mansion. 

Simpkins, who, from a similarity of thought 
and habits with Nikolao, had contracted a stronj^ 
friendshipfortbe latter, was now indnlging with 
bim in sentiment, wbile the young stranger, 
Kttle wishing to break in upon their topics, was 
listening, in preference, to the growling of the 
old Major, whose indignation at the proposal of 
chess had not yet subsided, and who was tap- 
ping instinctively a fresh bottle of liqueur, when 
a ttllt muscular man, richly armed, with a 
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pair of laaghiog' grey eyes, and a sliort 
stunted black beard, stalked into the room. 
" Papa Tauni," cried the old Major to this 
commanding' figare, leaviag tlie cork bnt 
lialf drawn, " iu the name of your Familiar, 
what bringa yon here, at a time, too, vhen none 
but thieves aad unquiet spirits are wandering 
abroad ? To excuse you for your hours, take off 
this glass, and ^rant me absolution for all I have 
done since we lust met ; for you are the man I 
love best in tlie world to receive it from ; a bon 
vivant, who knows the faults of mankind and their 
nature, and will find ns a place yet." " Major," 
replied the young priest, smiling, " for the ab- 
solution jou require, even were yon worthy to 
receive it, I doubt much whether there would 
be time now to give it you. Your bouse, that 
is to ^y, your room, for God, on account of 
yonr faults, has not thonght fit to bestow od 
you the former, is closely besieged by a dozen 
old vlachos, who demand clamorously for the 
dinner which, last night, you promised them, 
the better to make free with the bottle of 
Cyprns with which the poor fellows regaled 
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you. Run, therefore, hie thee hence, without 
once looking back on what you leave, or thoa 
art the man most irretrievably lost of any 'n'honi 
the world has ever yet spent an idle sigh over." 
" By St. Dennis !" exclaimed the major, taking 
np bis cap, " if what you tell me be true, that 
little ape, Bbodins, I warrant you, is at the 
bottom of it;" and, without staying to bid 
ftdien, or even to thank the priest for bis in- 
telligence, he hied away. No sooner bad he 
retired, than Papa Yauni, who took the seat 
that the major had reliDqaisbed, after curling 
bp bis enormous mustachios, and stroking 
dowQ the beard which shaded the contour of his 
visage, resumed likewise the conversation. 
" Kalagris," be said, addressing himself to the 
host, " how can you encourage that old repro- 
bate so near you l You must either exclude 
him from your doors, or suffer that I myself 
take fright; for my priestly reverence, and that 
of my followers, can ill brook to breathe the 
same air with one so tainted by the wine 
cask." The eye of the papas strayed for a 
Bwment until it caught that of the young 
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stranger, when il^ bold expression became fixed, 
and his coantenance at tiie same time assumed 
a paier dye. " Bj the aoui of mj father!" he 
exclaimed, as he saw that his glance gave the 
feeliag of an intrusive one ; " I would have 
sworn that I had seen before me my nephew, 
Vasili, who was killed with Pano Colocotroni 
at Trippolizza. But I have not wronged yoa 
by the mistake," he added, politely ; for " hs 
was a brave lad, and fought as he should have 
done." The youug stranger bowed as he ex- 
plained himself: he had already felt an extra- 
ordinary interest escited in him by the priest; 
and as feeliags at first indefiaable are not al- 
ways repugnant to esleem, so did he feel par- 
ticularly disposed to yield it to the Papas, 
who, drawing his chair nearer, seemed to be 
actuated by the same impulse. The wit and 
humour which marked his conversation — liber- 
tine as in many parts it was — the knowledge of 
men and manners that he betrayed in it, with- 
out apparently caring to do so, gave a charm 
peculiarly striking to a mind which, like the 
stranger's, sought after the same attainment; 
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So well too was it tuned — so polished was the 
^an who addressed it — that in the midst of the 
libertiuism it betrayed, no ideas of ribaldry or 
grossness were discernible. The conversazione 
was now giving signs of being broken ap, all 
the members who had formed it retiring to 
their different pursuits. Papa Yanni, however, 
before he left, extorted a promise from his 
young Frank friend to visit him an the follow- 
ing day. Santa Rosa alone remained, and he 
approached the stranger, as he prepared to fol- 
low the steps of the others, with a manner 
which opposed his design. " My young Sir," 
he said, introducing himself with a slight bow, 
" you have so very lately arrived in Greece, 
that although I myself have not been here suffi- 
cient time to drop the name, I feel yet entitled, 
from the little experience I have received of 
the country we are both fellow strngglers in, to 
give yon a hint, which the good intentions that 
dictate it, I hope, will render pardonable. It 
is so dJBicult to probe the real characters of 
those who hang around one here, by reason of 
the external polish which sits on them, that [, 



who am more than twice year age, have been 
deceived dariog my short residence by many. 
I wonld not then have you experience ill effects 
from a confidence badly reposed, nor woald I 
withhold from, yon this advice^ which, whether 
attended to or not at ttie present, may never- 
theless throw you more vpou yqor guard here- 
after." 
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CHAPTER VI r. 



V/ith equal step she treads, while a, faint Emila 
Chides the dim eye that loDga yet feira to weep. 



" And who then is to be avoided by mef" 
asked the stranger, not much pleased at an ia- 
terference which paid no compliment to his own 
talents of discernment. 

" I will tell yon," rejoined the Connt, no 
ways disconcerted at the ill-reception his advice 
had met with ; " or rather, will sketch out to 
you the character of those whom yoa do not 
sufficiently know to enable yourself to judge : 
and then, when my duty is thus falfilled, I will 
BO longerforce myself upon yon as your Mentor. 
Not to be suspected of unnecessary scandal, I 
will touch upon those only whom you have seen. 
For the old Major; to begin, he is too ridi- 
culona to be dangerous : so common a sharper 
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is he, and conceals his practices so poorly, that 
1 should pay you but a bad compliment to 
warn you of him. Our hosts of the morning 
are good fellows enough in their way, whose 
only propensities, strictly evil, are those which 
they have picked up at Frescati's or Bordoni's. 
Of papa Yauni only, I have need to caution 
you : the varioas attractions that be possesses 
render him dangerous ; his powers of intellect, 
strong as they are, he uses but too well for the 
support of his intrigues : his mauners, sangaine 
and enthusiastic, are apt to fascinate a mind 
younger than bis own, and render bim caught 
at greedily as a companion. He is brave, and 
too generous, wilfully to do hurt to any one; 
but he is abandoned wholly to pleasures, and 
amidst the luxuries by vbich he is surrounded, 
that well resemble the court of licentioasQeBS, 
his sonl is so pervaded by them that he wnnld 
flinch at no crime that, by its perpetration, 
could enhance their enjoyment. The familia- 
rity which he will take care shall be engendered 
between you, will be hurtful, therefore, in so far 
as yoor mind may be deficient in strength to re- 
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■ist his enticenients, since by yielding to them 
you will be nn&tted for the hardsLips and endu- 
rance that you have generously made your 
choice for the cause of liberty, and will lind 
those sentiments enervated, nay, sabdued, 
whicli, in their present unsullied state, are well 
calculated to impress tlie necessity of these sa- 
crifices upon others. Papa Tauni was once 
thus himself, and promised a fairer turn lo bis 
pursuits. At the commencement of the revolu- 
tion he invested himself in the garb and otlice 
of priest, less from any religious notions than 
trom worldly policy. His zeal for his country 
suggested to him that with his enterprise and 
talents he could forward its welfare by exert' 
■Bg them under such a disguise, enabling 
him to travel through tbe Turkish dominions, 
without anspicion, while he acted the spy; 
spurning, for the first year afler bis assumption 
of these robes, all (houghtfi of the dangers, many 
times closely impending, to which his patristic 
exertions subjected him. But Yauni, tbough 
Boble, was not perfect ; nay, not even resolute. 
Yoimg, daring, and handsome, these accom- 
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plisiuuenU were not long neglected by tlie ar^ 
dent beanties of the realms lie wandered in, and 
not ungrateful himself for tlieir attentions, the 
sighs which he had before so purely effused for 
liberty soon changed their object, and strayed, 
liil they offered themselves at the shrine of love. 
His success in the latter passion soon tilled bis 
mind with the enchantment attendant on it so 
forcibly, that all other views gave pluca to this 
usurper. He has now become the victim of an 
ill-directed feeling ; his harem is filled with 
beanties -of all parts, the frnits of bis foreign 
flonqaesta, to satisfy it; and his soul, in short, 
is so ooiTiipted by licentiousness, tiiat Its predo- 
Bunoucy has blotted out all the virtues which 
fotmerly were his." 

" He is at least to be pitied, rather ttioti con- 
demned," interrupted the stranger, who saw 
nothing in all this whi«h appeared so very re- 
prehensible ; " he has after all merely fallen 
under a dominion which it would he only a&sv- 
tation at his age to endeavour to despise : I do 
not think such a weakness to be a crime." He 
pronounced the last sentence with an empbasfs, 
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whilst bia hand strayed, aa thongh by chance, 
over a little round shining substance, which, 
hanging suspended by a silken cord, just above 
his pistol belt, glittered through his golden 
yel^e. As bis hand gut entangled in the riband, 
half a sigh escaped from him, and, as though 
ashamed of that half, he resumed, in a diSerent 
style, his opinion on the Papa's conduct. 

That the more generous sentiments which 
he once held should have been destroyed by the 
usurpation of an effeminate one, is certainly to 
be sorrowed at ; but notwithstanding alt, it is 
hot a temporary evil, which be may destroy, I 
am sure, when he will ; for surrounded by every 
thing that can gratify his passions, what man is 
there on earth who will not soon feel the weight 
of satiety 1 Had his mind, on the contrary, been 
seized by impressions so strong as to dwell upon 
him, withontSDch a prospect of their efTacement 
■~-had a pair of bright eyes beamed deceitfully on 
him the hope of joys he was doomed to live 
only in wishing for, then would there have been 
less chance of his redemption ; but now he pos- 
aesses them all ; bis imagination, which before 



MODERN GBEBCG. 169 

was an excited one, will become calm, and cou- 
version will be eltected in the sabsidal of the 

Santa Rosa shook his head in that maDner, 
and with that espression, which shewed that 
his sentiments were twenty years older than 
those of this refractory youtli ; he smiled, how- 
ever, good naturedly, and wishing him better 
luck than had befalleti the Papas, walked to- 
wards the ^Esplanade. The stranger looked 
after him, as he retired, with surprise ; he could 
not think how such an extraordinary being was 
saffered to exist, who rated in so low a scale 
what himself considered the very height of ha- 
man felicity — to love, and be adored by the 
objects that inspire it : what can be mure desi- 
rable, save to possess them too ? The reverie 
into which this last reflection had thrown him, 
might have lasted longer in a place better cal- 
culated for it; but he bad wandered insensibly 
into the streets, and there found himself jostled 
by so many, that the natural eye, rather than 
the intellectual one, was called into requisi- 
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tion. The variouB Capitani, with their follow- 
ers, were some returning home to their quar* 
ters — others, for the last time, to the senate ; 
while many were lounging on the benches, 
determined not to do either, and talking scan- 
dal, to make up for their idle choice. As the 
yoong stranger passed through these, he 
more than once felicitated himself on the 
change which his vestments had caused for 
him ; no longer was every eye fixed on him 
— did every tongue move about him — as the 
phenomenon of a Frank, whose intentions, 
present pursuit, and origin, all racked their 
brains to divine. He now was so perfect 
a Greek, with his turban gracefully, nay, dao- 
dily, wrapped over him ; his waist was so small, 
and bis pistols sat so negligee thereon ; his 
eye too was so bold, and his complexion so dark, 
that he eluded the suspicions of all, as to his 
origin having been a foreign one ; and the only 
signs drawn from the rest, to shew their con- 
scionsness of his presence amongst the many, 
were, that ever and anon a hand was placed 
on the breast at his approach, and the salutation 
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of" long life to you!" was uttered as he passed. 
These signs, which attributed to him a degree of 
importauce, carried with them their effect ; and 
before he had paced the length of the street, it 
seemed that liia ideas arrogated to themselves a 
considerable share of it; for he looked super- 
ciliously upoD maoy whom he had left uninjured 
by his glance, when still the demure Frank, 
which now he had disowned. Thus affected, he 
could not fail throwing similar regards on a very 
extraordinary looking figure which crossed his 
path. It was a person of vestments the coarsest 
andmostimpaired that could possibly be worn by 
the meanest follower. He was, wilhal, evidently 
a Capitano, for in hia suite were some fifteeu 
Palicari, who seemed to have a particnlar at- 
tachment for him, prompted no doubt by a 
similarity of taste as well as habits, for he had 
but little ostentation, and with his arm entwined 
around the neck of the dirtiest of his followers, 
in whom indeed, no great distinction of ap> 
pearance was remarkable, he amnsed himself 
with the ear of the unhappy object, who sub- 
mitted without a murmur to this instance of 
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good fellowship, as weil as to become tbe butt 
of his leader during the stroll. Curious as were 
tbe manners of tbis individual, somethiog of 
dignity was attached to him ; for whenever he 
lai'rled by any tbrong, tbe most distinguished 
who composed it would approach aud converse 
with him. Wavering in doubts of who and what 
might be this singular appearance, the yoang 
Btranger regretted for once that the communi- 
cative Simpkins had left bis side; when, as 
thoagb his wishes had been anticipated, the very 
person himself app cured, at the nick of time, tu 
clear np the mystery. But Simpkins, for tbe 
first time he bad ever been brought under tbe 
imputation of that weakness, now felt a modesty 
possess bim which manifested itself in a repug- 
nance to satisfy the demands at present made to 
liim. Finding them become, however, only the 
more importunate as he endeavoured to evade 
them, and fearing to lose tbe perquisite to which 
his capacity of " Asmodeus" alone entitled him, 
he replied at length that tbis was Baltimore, 
the American General, by title, of the Greeks — 
the inseparable of Mavrocordato, and one who 
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ttad no more CODS cieace than the lattery a man, 
in short, who bad become more of a Barbarian 
than tbe most barbarous of any who strove to 
inculcate to bim tbe precepts fit for attaioinp 
to tbat enviable state— a mauvais sujet, on the 
whole. Here Mr. Simpkins finished his ac- 
couut, which, unsatisfactory as it was, no ar- 
guments could prevail on bim to renew. It | 
34i£Qced, however, to assure the Fr^ik, that i 
this lieiiig, who had so excited his curiosity, * 
was tbe friend of Mavrocordato, so must he be 
decidedly the enemy of bis sentimental com- 
paniou, who knew well tbat the talents he 
wisbed to arrogate to himself, were by no 
means equally appreciaied by that Fanariote. 
He tberefore left Simpkins to repose hi* 
mind, and.D0 longer pricking his feelings, by an 
iDvestigatioa which seemed founded on so deli- 
cate a bottom, be determined to appeal to some 
quarter less prejudiced, for ascertaining more of 
the subject on which his curiosity depended. 

It was not long before these hopes wrought 
tbeir fulfilment, in a manner more satisfactory 
even than they could ever have led him to ex-i 
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peot. The Genertd himself, possessed like 
others of his share of curiosity, had been actu- 
ated by much the same motives as the stranger ; 
and annoancing himself by bis appearance ODiy, 
talked into the apartment, followed by his pot 
soldier and another, at the moment in which the 
Frank and Simpkins arrived there. Baltimore 
sainted both ; the former with respect, the latter 
with familiarity, not unmixed, however, with a 
oertaio artfulness of demeanor, which shewed 
that he was always prepared to throw it off 
when he would, and assume the opposite part. 
Dnrtng the conversation which these two beings 
held, the endeavours of Baltimore were as much 
exerted to render it general, as those of Simp- 
kins to preserve it particular. By the whole 
tenor of it, independent of the contrariety 
marking its disposal, the stranger could observe, 
that no friendship for Simpkins had induced the 
General to pay this visit, although they had 
not met for a time before ; but rather a desire, 
from the pretext afforded him by their acquain- 
tanceship, of acting a. somewhat of the spy to- 
wards himself ; whether to gratify his patron by 
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the knowledge be might glean of him, or merely 
his own inqaisitiveness. Aad yet the candour 
and affability of manner which he assumed 
whenever he directed his discourse towards the 
Frank, made him reject again these suspicions. 
In fact, he knew no more than al first what 
conclusions to make of him ; when the visitor, 
raising from under him his worn-out capote, 
took bis leave, ^th many offers of his services. 
The hour of slumber arrived in dne time, but 
where to indulge in it, was to the harassed 
stranger, for some time, a matter of doubt. 
Not even a rug lay over the bare planks to 
screen him from their thicklaid filth ; the win- 
dows were admitting, through their broken 
panes, a hundred visitors in the shape of mos* 
qnitoes, to join, as it seemed, the well-armed 
thousands who remained stationary in the apart- 
ment. The weather too was cold, and a thou- 
sand opponents started themselves, till the 
desire of sleep, which at length overcame 
these obstacles to its enjoyment, snggested to 
him, instinctively, the only plans which could be 
taken for its coartship : laying his capote, there- 
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fore, well over his face, to screen iLe most sen' 
sitive parts, at least, from harm, he trusted to 
providence for the disposal of the others. 

The hosts of contending evils, however, which 
made a junction to assail the stranger, pennitted 
him not the peace lie sought for, save by start' 
ing fits, from which he awoke neither refreshed 
nor contented, just as the morning beams 
brought him a respite to his sufferings ; and 
Jinrrying himself from the scene of so much 
pain, he took his seat in liie caf6 below — ^on the 
vacant recess of a window which looked upon 
the sea, and received its breezes from thence — 
pettishly rubbing his still heavy eyes, and vow- 
ing that they should not again be rendered so 
by such a " place of rest" as his last, while there 
were the ramparts in the air, cold as it was, to 
transfer it to. 

As " dejeuner" does not come within the 
practice of the Greeks, the stranger was fain to 
take his colTee and chibouk as the rest did who 
were assembled. Indeed, though an early riser 
this morning at least, from circumstances wbicb 
promised to be very naturally conducive to that 
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good habit, fie observed that the Greeks wero 
beforehand with him ; which remark was aided 
by the bustle of their voices, shewing their 
first Fefreshment to be over. To the eva- 
poration of his spIeeQ, the delightful fra- 
grance of a breeze, blowing freshly from the 
olive groves and lemon orchards of Argos, 
considerably tended. The climate altogether, 
and tlie view which he was well situated 
for admiring, were calculated to remove all 
sorrowful impressions; and the sun rose so 
beautifully from the mountains bounding the 
purple wave before him, and crimsoned so 
sweetly with its tints, a sky, over which no 
clouds are permitted to float, that he lost his 
peevishness in the pleasure of the scene. At 
this crisis, which perhaps he had marked out as 
most favourable, the American, Baltimore, ap- 
proached him. He had left a party of Al- 
banians, who were encircling him, as usual, 
from hopes of something being done for them 
(Baltimore promising, of course, a great deal,) 
by his patron Mavrocordato, who they well 
1 2 
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knew eould do any tiling he thought fit ta 
set his brain to. Without any fixed hahi- 
tation, and so wolfish as really to need none, the 
General cared little which way his steps were 
turned ; and had prowled accordingly, by a sort 
of preference, which curiosity gave, aronnd 
these precincts since the yesterday, when first 
he had been induced to visit them, "There is a 
prospect from this recess, sir," lie commenced, 
after the first bow and a hem : " it is a view which 
I have often found enchantment in myself: yon 
would hardly hare thought, no doubt, that snch 
heroes as you have read of, could ever have ex- 
isted in a country where manners are so 
changed ; many, however, still are to be 
seen, worthy of their ancestors. I would ad- 
vise you, however, not to expose your person 
to the rawness of the morning air, which in 
these parts is often destructive to a stranger." 
The Frank assented to the General's remark, 
and wrapping closer round him his capote, as 
though to screen him from the cold, the action 
did not escape the observation of the i'ormer, 
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who, in an under tone, ordered some morning 
cordials, wherewith to disperse it ; trying at the 
same time to force through the reaerve of the 
Frank, who had maintained it hitherto so ohati- 
nately. " You have probably been acquainted 
for some length of time with Mr, Simpkios," he 
observed, " and you have found bim, no doubt, 
well-informed and communicative. The poor 
fellow, to be sure, is sometimes flighty, and in- 
clined to give too great a scope, perhaps, to his 
faculties of imaginatioD ; which, however, should 
not detract from his other merits." 

'' His acquaintance and mine have been very 
short," replied the stranger ; " for hla abilities, 
therefore, or stupidity, I am alike unable to 
vouch. His own will has thrown him in my 
way, and he still continues it, to remain with 
me." Baltimore seemed as though lightened, 
by this explanation, of something that hitherto 
had laboured with him, and shook his head sig- 
nificantly. " Are there then any points really 
objectionable in this gentleman V demanded 
the stranger in his turn. " I am a man of few 
words," replied the General, " and wish to 
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, interfere with none. You may imagine, there- 
fore, tbat I have an excelleat opinion of your 
merit, in so far having broken throagh my rule 
towards yoD." The stranger bowed coldly ; for 
of this kind of politesse he had received so 
much in Napoll, that be was always prepared 
to endure it as a thing of conrse. " Now 
Simpkins," proceeded Baltimore, " though 
doubtless a very commenduble personage, is 
looked upon somewhat with distrust by tbe 
government. It is well known by them, that 
vanity alone Inspires him in the course which be 
takes ; and now that not much encouragement 
is given him to feed that prevailing principle, 
he makes use of every occasion that presents 
itself, of censuring a nation who are too gene- 
rous to pnnish him for it. In short, he only 
wants power to became an open detractor ; but 
that, poor fellow, he will never have." 

The General concluded his abuse with many 
assurances, that the particular interest he had 
taken in the stranger's well-doing, and not be- 
ing deceived, was the sole caase which bad 
[A'ompted him, contrary to hts ordinary, to in- 
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veigb against another. The Fraok gave hia 
tbaoks, as they seemed io requisition, for this 
tittle piece of scandal ; and then, lookiDg al the 
watch of his neighbour, (who, taking it continu- 
ally from tliejeppa of bis gold pherineli, seemed 
anxious to assure the world that be was pos- 
sessed of one), ihongbt of Papa Yauni, 
of vhom be had been dreaming during 
tbe night, whenever tbe mosquitoes would allow 
of bis slumbers — and recollecting his promise 
of visiting him, intimated bis intentions to Bal- 
timore, and took bis leave. A train of thoughts 
possessed him as the fumes of the cbihuuk^ 
and steams of hot sherbet, were enchauged foi 
the coolness of the breeze. The meanness of 
tbose who bad crossed bis path, in tbe shape of 
Franks, formed the subject of bis meditations, 
Tbe ridiculous conceits, tbe spirit of detraction, 
the narrow prejudices— every thing, in sbor^ 
which distinguished them, combined to disgust , 
him, and be determined finally henceforward to 
shun their tribe^ — to assume the feelings and ha- 
bits adapted to the dress be wore, and tbe plans 
he bad formed for himself, striving to forget 
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meanwhile, amid the coiigetiialily and snnniness 
of Greek manners, all the boasted polish he once 
had learnt to pride in — to study uatare,and adore 
her — to frame bis works by the influence she in- 
sjiired — nay, to verge even into barbarism, in fol- 
lowing her precepts, rather than forget her by stn- 
dying_/asfiioB. "I have not left," he felt, "aland 
where beat the only pulses which could have en- 
deared me lo it, merely to tncvease prejudices 
that T had wished altogether to eradicate, by a 
familiarily with the most forbidding subjects 
who have been produced there." The door of 

tthe Papas put an end to his reflections. He 
entered, and found the priest not more unmind- 
ful than himself had been of the appointment. 
He was seated on a fine carpet, wrought in the 
fair city of Stamboul, {') with four other guests, 
who seemed to hold him in reverence by the si- 
lence with which they listened to his obser- 
TBtions. One of these particularly attracted the 
regards of the stranger — it was a. youth of fine 
form and elegantly dressed, whose visage, which 
was extremely fair, was prevented from being 
effeminate by the brightness that flashed from 
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his dark eyes, and gave animation to every 
look and word. He seemed a. favourite with 
(he priest, by the nearness of his post to 
tliat of the former: both rose, as did the two 
old warriors who made up the circle ; and the 
stranger being seated, the Papas clapped his 
hands, when a handsome boy entered the 
apartment, bearing with him a chibouk, of 
which the amber alone was a foot in length, 
and presented it, with one knee on the 
ground, to the stranger. Sweetmeats and 
coffee were next brought, and as thongh abso- 
lutely essential to be partakeo of, not a word 
was spoken antil they had been digested by a 
glass of rak! ('). Papa Yanni then stroked 
bis beard, of which he seemed proud, and be- 
ginning to converse, talked much about the 
continental part of £urope, which he had tra- 
velled over and knew well ; of the manners and 
customs most simple there, but which appear 
most extraordinary here / of its people, origin, 
and progress ; in short, of all that history has 
told — until be found that this discourse pos- 
sessed but little interest for his guest : he then 
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changed the themb to Greece, and when be saw 
that the stranger's eye lit nj> at his recital, his 
own sparkled tuo with pleasure, and he exerted 
himself to describe, in as rapturous a way as it 
merited, the country that he spoke for, and that 
he loved ; for the Priest did love it, and was a 
patriot, though a libertine; and although his 
aoul was possessed by pleasure, yet he shewed, 
at last, that his country's voice could wipe away 
all staias that the influence of dissipation had 
implanted there. As the Papas went on describ- 
ing the sweet spots that laid in wait to feast the 
eye of tlie stranger ; of the lovely beings, too, 
tliat had once dwelt thereon, but now were 
Diuasacred or in harams ; of the patience with 
which ihey had suffered, when even permitted 
to make their choice, preferring death to the 
indignities of the latter ; and when the stranger 
compared these descriptions with what he him- 
self had seen, a deep enthusiastic joy — the in- 
fluence of the clime as well as the recital — came 
over him. He rejoiced to find himself in the 
very laud whose wrongs might he avenged, if 
leagued with spirits like hia own ; and the inspi- 
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ration which tliese kindred feelings awnkened 
made him inipatieot that lie sLuuld be chained 
by circunislances even for a momeBt, asd 
should sit cross-legged in inaotion, on a carpet, 
when the monntains, ranged witliin his sight, 
pointed out to him the road to glory, and re- 
proved his delay. The I'apas, vlio looked into 
men's minds, saw the zejl of his young gaest: 
aDil as he had before intimidatt^d his inteations of 
taking soldiers for the defence of Navarene.tbe 
priest thought the opportunity an excellent one 
of urging his companionship thither. " Yoa 
see what sort of a fellow I am," he said, " and 
you can judge whether or not [ should suit yoa 
for a comrade: whilst with the rest whom yoa 
wouldjoin, you will find only an intolerai Ic load 
of phlegm, toe can always while away the march' 
with a jestor lale. Join, then, my standard, 
whereto resort the pith uf good fellowship; but 
I see you wavering, and yoa shall uut make any 
reply until our meal be fmished." A second 
clapping of tlie haadij, and this was produced,' 
served apon a trencher, with surprising neat- 
ness, by three young pages, glittering with the 
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golden habits that they wore, jet Dot rendered 
«o conspicaons by those as by the exqnisite 
fceaaty of their forms and face. A silver plate, 
strange to be spoken, was placed before the 
young guest, in compliment to this nation — but 
he pushed it away from him as soon as laid, and 
asked the Papas, rather peevishly, if the plumes 
Le wore were ever to be held as borrowed. 
The priest squeezed his hand — the old Ca- 
pitani, who had not spoken a word before, 
chuckled applause— and Demetri, the handsome 
youth who had attracted the attention of the 
stranger on his entrance, defended his mode 
of reasoning, and applauded his fervor with a 
warmth which seemed extraordinary. "The 
veryfeeling," he added, addressing this part of 
his defence to the Priest, as though to the per- 
son who had made it necessary to be uttered, 
" the very pride, so generous, which induces him 
to give preference to the habits of a nation, to 
whom, for a cause the most noble, he has united 
his destiny — will construe into a want of confi- 
dence or esteem, any pfforta made use of to re- 
Tert him to the customs he has from sentiment. 
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and by a sacrifice once voluntarily renounced. 
Then surely we should not fall tinder this crime, 
bat rather lay every encouragement on the 
exertions of one who wishes to renounce the 
habits, even ideas, once fostered in his brecLst, 
in gay Frankestan ; that he may adopt ours, 
less refined, but more primitive. It is not 
enough that he should receive the thanks — he 
likewise should enjoy the privileges of the 
country, as long as he stands by its cusComs." 
The dinner, in the meantime, was neither getting 
cold, nor had it been entered upon with impiety, 
for the Papas had signed his cross, and a nnmber 
of dishes had appeared and been succeeded 
in their removal by others, since the commence- 
ment of this little dispute. It now was finish- 
ed, and whether from the rhetoric of Demetri, 
which really had inspired, in the breast of the 
stranger, a feeling of gratitude for having so 
ably defended him, or whether the wine was 
possessed of something which other wines have 
not, the deliciousness of its Bavour seemed to 
assert that some deity, even more powerful 
than Bacchus, presided over its rounds, emo- 
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tiuDS SO pleasurable and varied did it give 
rise to, each time that the golden bowl vras 
passed by the yoang pages who bore it from 
back to back.(') 

The dinner at leogtb was removed, and the 
bruss basin and ewer were brought by one of 
those who attended, for the stranger to perform 
his lavatioDS ; but though the repast bad disap- 
peared, the wine was still saBered to remain. 
Many apologies did the Papas offer for thus 
swerving from the rule observed by others, but 
excused himself by assuring his guests iLat llie 
potations he wished them to renew, were of 
nectar, not mere wine; " it is ambrosial," he 
added, " and already has exalted us half way 
to heaven, inasmuch as it has bestowed on na 
mirth without reserve, and that purity of friend- 
ship which has re-established between us the 
rites of £leusis, more as they should have been 
than as they were." Papa Yauni, indeed, had 
shewn himself to be by no means an advocate 
for the murtiflcations usually enjoined to the 
observance of his sect. " One glass more," he 
cried, as the vote was unsuccessfully made for 
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tbe caf6 ; " let us spend the eve of a day wbich 
perhaps may be oar last, in tbe manner best 
adapted for tbe enjoyment of it." The one cup 
was drank, and the Papa held bis faitb ; for the 
cafe and pipes were both brooght in, and argu- 
ments, of a nature more sober than those tbe wine 
had produced, were commenced as they sipped 
it. The priest and bis gnest, tbe yonng stranger, 
were in tbe most interesting part of a discus- 
sion — the latter just explaining to him bow, and 
at what period, haman weaknesses should be 
corrected — when the door unfortunately open- 
ing for the departure of the pages, some female 
faces peeped slily into the room, glancing their 
eyes lightly over each inmate, as though to choose 
amongst all, on whom they at last should be 
fixed. One seemed to have decided ; for as 
her beauty caught particularly the attention of 
the stranger, so did he remark that her eyes, in 
turn, were bent fixedly on him. A deep blosb, 
at length, came over her fair face ; then, linger- 
ing for another moment in tbe same attitude, 
and with her attention undiverted from its ob> 
ject, as though to assnre herself of something 
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she bad fancied, she recovered her composure, 
and giving a languid smile, harried past the 
doorway, bntnot unobserved. Her 6 rst glance 
had stopt the tide of the debate, just as it was 
arriving at its full^ and the attentions of the 
stranger, who was delivering it, so suddenly 
moving from their proper channel, did not fail 
to draw towards their new object the observa- 
tion of the quick -sigh ted Papas, He smiled 
as he perceived it, but the smile was not im- 
parted from within : to its rapid decline, suc- 
ceeded a mortal paleness ^ his lips moved with- 
out bis wilt, and his eyes flashed forth emotions 
of rage, which he struggled in vain to conceal. 
But this change was merely momentary in its 
duration, and bis former coolness returned to 
him. Demetri, too, had become pale ; perhaps 
in sympathy with the feelings of bis confessor (*) ~ 
and chieftain, and the young stranger fancied 
to have beard him mutter the words he had be- 
fore made use of in defending him from the 
ceuBOre attached to Franks ; or, rather their 
oonclosion, " so as he stands by itt customs!" 
Bat Demetri had recovered his composure. 
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more speedily even than the Papas, attributing 
bis short-lived agitation to a feebleness of which 
h&was ashamed, bnt which, like other unwel- 
come subjects, sometimes paid him a visit in 
the shape of an hereditary dizziness of brain. 
Papa Yanni beckoned to him one of the pages 
who stood in waiting, and whispering something 
in his ear, the boy left the room ; when the Ignd 
shriek of a woman was the only hint from which 
to be guessed the mission he had been em- 
ployed on. 
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The Chibouk was resumed, and the conver- 
satioD grew interesting as before ; till the 
stranger waa broaght to reflection upon the 
hour, by the departure of Ibe other guests, 
who bad been his companions dnriog the noon. 
Thankiug the Papas for his good cheer, he pre- 
pared to follow their example; but tbo former 
begged him to tarry a moment's space, — and 
clapping his hands, another young page, hand- 
somer, and more splendidly attired than the rest, 
obeyed the summons, and entered the apart- 
ment. On a word from his GQendi, he brought 
a rich belt of silk, hemmed with gold, and laid 
it at the feet of the Frank. " I have a favor to 
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beg of yon. Day, two," said the Papas to the 
latter ; " you must first, as you have friendship 
for me, receive anew yonr baptism ; not being 
able, consistently with the character of an Hel- 
lene, to preserve, any longer, a Frank appella- 
tion. Yon shall be called, therefore, Nastnli ; 
I will be your god-father ; and as yon have a 
good example before you, who knows but that, 
one day or other, you may become, by yonr 
piety, a Hadji ? Secondly and lastly, my young 
Casbimir, who of all my caphidjes is the most 
favoured, shall remain with you as a pledge of 
my esteem. — Take him, then, and make the 
best of him ; and, above all, promise me that he 
shall not leave yon, for he has almost tbe only 
good bead that you will find mounted npon a 
gold phermfeli. 

Confounded at a generosity so uncalled for 
and unexpected, his guest scarcely knew what 
to reply. Thus, hesitating, he stammered out 
a thousand acknowledgments, in which, how- 
ever, the Papas soon interrupted him. " Lose 
I no time in thanks," he said, smiling ; " for I 
have bad too many in the coarse of my days 
VOL. I. K 
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to appreciate them more than Ikey valtia 
Adien, Nastnii ! wc soon sball meet again ;" 
and in effect, without meeting to receive any 
testimonials of gratitude, he hnrried away in a 
direction whicli led upwards towards the ter- 
race of his mansion. Nastali, stranger no 
more, was left alone with the young page, who, 
whilst bis new master was still indtdging in his 
fit of astonishment, had been leisurely unstrap- 
ping for him bis pistol belt, for the sake of 
applying to his slender waist the new scarf 
with which he had been presented. This act, 
so coolly engaged in, aroased him, and forced 
K smile ; when leaving the house, now solitary 
to him, he bent his steps towards the espla- 
nade. Here already were assembled the 
loungers, who walked up and down, playing 
with their beads, and listening to the music 
performed by a band of Italians in a fine style. 
Some Waok slaves were amongst tbem, who 
were compelled to add to the harmony of these 
strains by clashing the cymbals of the Turks, 
to please the ear of those whom once they had 
sponied kt in slavery. The tactiki werejust 
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assembled to perform their exercises, and 
added, bj tbe grotesqueoess of their eppear- 
aace, to the charm which tbe rauxic and the 
strollers had already lent to tbe beautiful ground 
they stood on, Santa Rosa, with some Italian 
emigrants, and a few distinguished Greeks, 
were in a circle, engaged in discourse. Nas- 
tuli returned coldly the salute made to bim by 
the former — for his mind was fnll of grateful 
impressions towards Papa Tauni, and conse* 
quenliy of feelings of virulence towards his de- 
tractor — whom he firmly resolved henceforward 
to consider as a carbunaro, unfortunate, to be 
sure, like tbe rest, but who was rendered 
worthy of pity only from the circumstance of 
bis exilement ; a needy adventurer, in short, 
who was brought thither merely on a point of 
speculation. But the dignity of the Count 
forbade these surmises longer than a moment. 
There was an air of ingenuousness and frank- 
ness in bis every look ; a boldness, yet affability, 
in his demeanour, which hinted, of itself, that 
his birth hiid not been ignoble. When he 
spoke to a haughty primate, altbough his shat- 



196 



SKETCHES OP 



tered fortunes be well knew depended, for 
amendment, on tbe mood of bis SQperior, he 
scorned to cringe for the smile that wonld have 
made bim. He conld not then have been a 
mere needy adventurer. His name alone told 
what he wai; and Nastnli did not long re- 
main blind to his merits. The Greek national 
air was now struck up ; and, with the exaltation 
of a patriot, he viewed tbe excitement it be- 
stowed ttpon the listeners, whose genial feelings 
were soon warmed within them. Some yonng 
Suliotes, who were parading, for tbe sake of ex- 
hibiting to the fair ones, only half concealed by 
tbeir cunning lattices, their high foreheads and 
gold accontrements, stopped with an emotion 
of surprise as they approached him. Their 
regards were thrown npon yonng Caiibimir, 
who bad attended the steps of his master, and 
was administering the chibouk. They passed 
on without explaining themselves further ; but 
as they returned, Nastuli heard what gave bim 
curiosity to bear more. " Is it possible," said 
one of them, " that he should have abandoned 
his yonng Icoglan, (') whom he prized so 
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mucU 1" — '* Oh, for that he is capricious 
enough 1" aDSwered the other. " Besides, he 
does not wish any obstacle to be set to his de- 
sires. Fating, be knew, was always attached to 
the young page." The distance to which they had 
again retired, prevented Nastuli from over- 
hearing more of their conversation : so inte- 
rested, however, did he find himself in the na- 
ture of it, that he lingered on the spot still in 
hopes of the sequel, following the talkers with 
his eyes, until they wound suddenly a narrow 
corner, and were lost to him. 

Disappointed at his bad success, he retired 
to his konaki(^), but as he lay himself on bis 
rough capole, anticipating the horrors of the 
night, bis head so swam with visions, conjured 
up by bis endeavours to supply what still had 
remained of the Suliote's discourse, that he 
turned at length to yuung Cashimir, desiringbim 
on bis allegiance to solve to him the nature of 
this Fatm^, who denied him rest. The little 
caphidg^ hung his head, till, oa the demands 
being repeated, he placed his Soger on his lips. 
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and passed his hand round h]<j neck, to shew Uie 
alternative tbut remained on compliance. Nas- 
tuli seeing' tbat ho coald not force just ^et tiie 
scruples of his page, was obliged onca more to 
pray for patience i for the gentle Simpkins, 
though so communicative and all-knowing in 
other matters, could not solve him this ; 
bat lay, heedless that any such problem 
bad assailed his brain — snoring must un- 
romantically in a corner of the apartment. 
The morning had scarcely annuunced itself 
when Xastuli woke, and saw the young Deme- 
tri, bis fellow guest at the papa's mausion, 
seated liy his side. He bad not awoke him, 
the custom of Greece forbidding it, but 
bad been watching for his reveille £or some 
time impatiently. Two Arab horses were at 
the door, the one fur himself, and the other for 
Nastuli, and he came to requeiit that they 
might sport the djhereed awhile, as that was an 
Hellenic occupation. Naatuli was delighted 
at the idea of attaining this science, which to 
be skilled in is to be a warrior, and accepting 
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the proposal, the; soon left the walls of the 
city, and measnring their ground, commenced 
it on the plain. 

Demetri was, he soon perceived, a greater 
adept than his modesty had chosen to acknow- 
ledge ; for once did his reed, with a jarring 
force, strike thu turban of his adversary, and 
twice did he catch the dart of (he latter whilst 
cleaving the air towards him, and return . it 
with interest whence it came. The blood of 
Kastuli began to boil within him as he per- 
ceived his own awkwardness, contrasted with 
the address of his adversary. " Let us barb 
tbeoi !" he exclaimed at length ; " Let ns leave 
off a child's sport, where neither of as can gain 
any sensible advantage, and take to a game 
more manly ; or let us leave the djhereeds, if 
we have not wherewith to point them, and try 
how year skill is with the pistol," His own 
he prepared to draw from the belt, when De- 
metri galloping his steed forwards, and throw- 
ing bim on his haunches just as he came in 
contact with the former, laid his hand upon that 
of Nastuli, and prevented his purpose. *' What 
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are yoa abont, my friend i"' be said, as be fixed 
hia expressive eyes mildly upon bim ; " are you 
really so distrustful of ine that yon wish my 
destruction ? or would you accomplisbit merely 
from tbe impulse of an angry feeling ? Put up 
your weapon, and trust me tbat it will be but 
momentary." 

Nastuli, brought to his senses by this rebuke, 
blushed deeply at the ill hnmonr he bad be- 
trayed, and, contented to make Demetri bis 
monitor, bent his course with him towards tlie 
city. The young Greek's manners and con- 
versation were calculated to increase a friend- 
ship which the first trait had commenced ; and 
Nastuli, forgetful of his bruises, expressed his 
wish of having them again renewed (if not 
sufficiently experienced to avoid them), by a 
contest on each succeeding day. 

Pemetri now left him ; for he was one of tbe 
namerous kiliarchi,(')and had to look out that 
his soldiers feasted, lest they should grumble at 
his command; while Nastuli, wishing to see 
the prince, moved towards the Eclalesticon. {*) 
Tbe members were here seated in their pride : 
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none of the irritatioa or anxiety wbich was su 
apparent on the couateoances of all during his 
former visit, was now any longer to bo dis- 
cerned. They had made up matters together, 
a thing far these gentlemen extraordinary, and 
hence arose the present traaquillity. Coloco- 
troni had been the subject of debate, and his 
liberatioQ or continued immurement bad been 
canvassed by votes, merely as a form, because 
the populace so willed it ; but all had been 
unanimous in the choice of the latter doom, 
well aware that their ambitions views would be 
thwarted by the emancipation of one who 
would awaken by his presence, and redouble by 
his actions, the love which the nation had once 
borne for him. Hhodius, colonel of the Tactic 
corps, against whom the old French m^jor had 
so bitterly inveighed — a dark, despicable- look- 
ing little man — stood in the midst of the room 
of audience, (while the members of the govern- 
ment were smoking at their ease) studying the 
countenances of all, and courting the smiles of 
the President. His endeavours were not to- 
tally unsuccessful, for Mavrocordato, looking 
k3 
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at the awkwardness of manner and appearance 
which marked this Utile petitioner, and con- 
trasting it, perhaps, witli the elegnace of his 
own, bestowed on him at times a smile of pity, 
mistaken by the former, whose intellects were - 
not of the highest cast, for a token of satisfac- 
tion, and hailed as a happy omen accordingly. 
It seemed evident that he wa8 preparing some 
suit, or awaiting some important resolve, and 
his countenance, as it brightened or fell, ac- 
cording to the state of the physiognomy of the 
members, made an admirable barometer where- 
from to consult his apprehensions for the isaoe. 
IVostoli, whose attention had been attracted by 
this object, observi:d, that independent of the 
fluctuating nature of Rhodius's emotions, inas- 
much as they were excited from the cause ex- 
plained — another care, latent, yet stronger — an 
■ asafferable pique, in short, sat pourlrayed at 
times upon his brow, and llie observer was just 
beginning to feel some sympathy for the sorrow 
nnesplained, when «n object far more luterest- 
iog tlian the sufferer, destroyed the sentiment 
in its rise. Tliis was a female of imposing 
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form, who, with a step of indescribable majesty, 
moved throug'h the audience -room towards the 
President. Her features were partially con- 
cealed at first by a large Turkish wrapper 
thrown round them, but which covering' never- 
theless was ineffectual to hide the brilliancy of 
a pair of dark eyes, which pierced throngh Its 
gauze with the power of the basilisk. 

Tbe Dctalesticon, whose nacred courts had 
never until now been profaned by a woman's 
tread, gavfl^witness to an astonishment which 
forbade all powers of utterance. This feeling, 
however, was soon heightened into awe, and 
then exalted to adoration, when the mysterious 
intruder, taking from within her gold-wronght 
jubbee, which until now had concealed it, a bag 
of gold, secured by many wrappings, and dis- 
closing at the same time features which corres- 
ponded with her form, she placed it on the 
table near which she stood. Rhodius bad no 
sooner looked on her, than he seemed ready to 
sink within bim. She smiled with an expression 
of ineffable contempt as she viewed his situation ; 
then turning to Conduriottis, who stood aghast 
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before her — his natural phlegm labonring under 
the effect of her powerful influence — with an air 
of dignity addressed him: " I restore to your 
excellency," said she, " these gold pieces, and 
I trust that the short charge I have held over 
Ibem may oot have diminished their value, i 
had hoped that other purposes, save those of 
sensuality, might have boen found for employ- 
ing a loan intended for the relief of a distressed 
nation. Take it, however," she continued, in- 
creasing her animation as she scattered so many 
pieces from the bag as to cover the table, 
" take them all once more, and learn to ap- 
propriate them better than in donations to B 
being so contemptible as the one who trembles 
there before yon." She glanced her proud eye 
at Rhodeus once more as she finished, and then 
retired whence she came. An occurrence so 
extraordinary had rendered immovablethe whole 
of the assembly. Their sangfroid returned to 
them, however, as she left, and Mavrocordato, 
who first possessed his wits, could not remain 
long without exercising Ihera. He looked first 
at little Rhodius for an explanation of this af- 
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fair^ but be, in hopelessness and dejection, 
stood tongue-tied, praying internally for the 
roof to fall in and bury him. The shrewdness 
of the Fanariote, however, penetrated tlie mys- 
tery. Numbering one by one the gold pieces 
that lay before him, and spreading them out 
with as much ostentation as possible, " Colonel," 
he exclaimed, "how would yon wish ibis sum 
distributed — in a marriage portion or a new 
suit! It gives me real uneasiness thai a lady 
of so much beauty should have been unrelent- 
ing to the suit made by a person of your appear- 
ance and abilities -, but we wish you to succeed 
better for the future. In the meantime you 
would do well to pay your tactics their arrears, 
and some two or three months in advance. 

" Or lose your head ;" murmured Colletti, 
unable longer to repress the indignation which 
be felt, now that so good an opportunity offered 
itself for the gratification of bis spleen against 
the Tactiki, to the organization of whom he had 
been ever averse. Mavrocordato saw, though 
too late, that for once at least he had forgotten 
his diplomacy, and cursed the fair apparition. 
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who had so reversed bis ideas as to drive out 
of his brain that bis 9vn povrer depended as 
mach on tbe increase and ii^uence of the tac- 
tics, as tbat of Collettl did on the strength of 
the irregular Palicari. He had now inadver- 
tently betrayed liiiuself, by having railed at 
Rhodias, instead of defending him ; and he 
^ve signs of emotion by the quicker whiffs of 
his pipe — the infallible mode of shewing his 
agitation at not having done justice to his les- 
sons in tbe Fanar. Tbe gloomy statesman, 
CoUelti, meanwhile, made use of the advan- 
tage he had gained : rising passionately from 
Ms seat, and looking on the president, who 
had resumed bis natural air of vacuity, " Yoa 
now see," he exclaimed, " and I trust are 
convinced, of the effects of a blind patronage 
towards your misbegotten bands, whom Franks 
bave introduced here. You see how trusty 
their leaders are to tbe charge we reposed in 
them. Reflect, Sir. tbat an effective body of 
Palicari, the only true branches of our ances- 
tors, the only representatives of the Hellenes of 
old, would have toiled on the mountains and 
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Epent tbeir purer blood, sustained by the half of 
that sam which one paltry mongrel thinks fit to 
squander in seductipn. Rhodius, who bad slunk 
away at the cuinmeacemeDt, was reserved from 
thel'arther pain of this philippic. The president, 
at a loss what to reply, aOected deal'ness. Mav- 
rocordato observed it, and entered tbe lUts for 
his patron. " Tour excellency," he replied to 
Colletti, " has reason for expressing a contempt 
against one who so justly has incurred it; but 
let us look with impartiality on the fault which 
has been committed. An individual has erred; 
divest him, then, of his office; but let nut tbe 
community of which he is a member be con- 
demned for his solitary sins ; neither make 
his punishment capital, if you wish to deter 
others from following your example; for if we 
examine into the nature of every disorder, we 
shall find it to be derived either from tbe entire 
impunity attendant on crime, which creates 
carelessness, or from excess in the punishment 
of it, which produces desperation. By taking 
away tbe life of Rbodios, we shall likewise take 
away the memory attached to him ; but by an 
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infliction deserving of bia crime, we shall hold 
him up in his disgrace as an example to others, 
and by so doing we shall but follow nature, who 
has given to us shame as the rod of vice, and 
has ordained that the greatest part of punish- 
ment should be the ignominy of snffering it. 
Depose him, therefore, if you will ; but leave 
his head for belter thoughts, and do not cast an 
odium on the whole corps, because an indivi- 
dual member of it was a bad one." 

ColletU made no answer. He had wished, it 
seems, to argue with the president, and not his 
monitory for be darted a look on the latter as 
he concluded, which testified any other feeling 
save that of approbation. It was one of those 
glances which he had studied during his appren- 
ticeship with Ali Pasha ; but though it might 
have disconcerted another, it had no effect^ on 
him for whom It was intended. The members 
retired, and Nastuli, attended by his young page, 
left the EctalesticoD, where he bad been well 
paid for his visit. As he passed through the 
esplanade, an excessive chagrin was visible on 
the countenances of all the tactics whom ho 
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encountered, wbether io compassion for their 
colonel, whose fall each rightly prophesied, or 
from displeasure at the uses to which he had 
applied the gold, that would have suited them so 
much better in wages, was uncertain ; yet, amidst 
the general gloom painted on their physiogno- 
mies, there was one which, beaming with exulta- 
tion, called off his attentioa by its singularity : it 
was the old Major, on whom Rhodius bad played 
his pranks ; and whose spleen seemed now fully 
satisfied by the disg;race bis superior had fallen 
into. Willing to disseminate his joy amongst 
others, he was flying from circle to circle, and 
relating, with as many improvements as it would 
admit of, the ofGcer-lik.e conduct of his oppo* 
nent, who, he observed, was fool enough to ba 
outwitted by a woman. These tiudling emo- 
tions which pervaded him, acting on the eflect 
of his mid-day libations, had rendered him , 
more inebriated than even was his usual to be : i 
unable to command his steps, be staggered 
against Nostuli, as the latter passed by with bis 
Icoglan, and had no sooner commenced his ex- 
cases, than he recognized him, and remembered 
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that his ear had not yet been cliaimed by the 
tale he felt so liappy ia relating;. Nastuli felt 
too curious about ihe fair visitant to check the 
desire of the Frenchman. " Kbodius," began 
the Major, bj way of prelude, " that little dis- 
torted viilain, vbo damaged my apartment the 
other day more than I myself in twenty years' 
revels should have done, and wlio has hurt my 
credit by vociferations for a dinner which I 
* know nothing about ; he, I say, will have no 
appetite just yet, as I fancy, to reliiih another. 
Long did 1 wonder whence came his double 
flaggon, of which he seemed so generous, the 
new headgear, and tbe extra curl of his musta- 
chios, besides the serenades which raked tny 
brain all night ; this is now explained ; love 
suggested it ; and the money which from the 
loan sent out he contrived, Gud knows how, to 
obtain, worked all these wonderous changes, 
I was to have bad my share of that ; but no 
matter." 

Nastuli conld contain his temper no longer; 
all this lie had known before; and he begged 
the Major either to let him pass by in peace, or 
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come to the point with bis relation. Tho 
FrencbmaD, who seemed ill disposed to accede 
to the furtner proposal, complied wilh the im- 
patience of his listener, by commencing the tale 
without further preamble. " The lovely widow 
ofYennaio," he began, "was seated at her 
jalousies when Rhodins chanced to pass by 
them: her eyes encountered his, and kindled a 
flame within the little deformity. Although he 
had sense enough to know that the passion be 
felt could never be mutual, vainly did he en- 
deavour, nevertheless, to smother it. Each 
day, without fail, he would fixbimself before the 
balconies, in hopes to extort a smile from hia 
fair tyrant, till the widow, whether really moved ' 
to pity by his woe-begone appearance and ossi- i 
duity of courtship, or i'rom the natural coquetry 
of her sen, which urged her to secure an ad- 
mirer, bowever ugly, blessed him with a kind 
look at last. Elated by this hdppy on 
Rhodius bought him a new sword knot, ad- ' 
jusled his sash to a marvel, and acted the gal- 
lant; nor did he stop trntil, by dint of sundry 
good dinners which he gave them, and many 
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aasaraDces of eternal esteem from uDdemeatb 
the table, he enticed the whole band to the 
quarter of the town in which dwelt his beloved, 
there to serenade her ; while he, who neither 
played nor sung, would swagger in front of the 
mnsicians, dangling his sword-knot in his hand, 
to shew that ha had both rank and money to 
bestow on her. The widow seemed mo?ed; 
she smiled languidly on bis pains ; be besought 
by gestures an interview; she acquiesced. 
Sending off his followers, be mounted the steps, 
not without trembling, and found himself in 
her apartment. The widow, whom he looked 
upon to be conquered by his charms, affected 
confusion, and remonstrated gently on the im- 
propriety of a tfite-a-t6te, well knowing at the 
same time that five or six pair of pretty eyes 
Tvere gleaming on them from behind a screen, 
Bhodins, who knew nothing of all this, threw 
himself at her feet, and abandoning himself to 
the emotions she had conjured in him, begged 
her, with many tears, to favour his suit, or see 
him die ; for that he no longer could hopelessly 
nourish the flame which then preyed on him, and 
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contiiine to exist. Although the widow could 
soarcel; refrain from a burst of laughter at the 
little eccentricity before her, she nevertheless 
took upon her an air of attention, and seemed 
to hesitate on a resolve. The gold at length 
made her decide. She was to receive it on the 
next interview, and then to receive more fa- 
vourably his addresses. Drunk with his soc- 
cess, the little Colonel retired, and hastening 
to his followers, told them, with the manners of 
a consummate coxcomb, how well wore bis in- 
trigue, desiring to each not for the world to dis- 
close it to bis neighbonr. Determined to ren- 
der sweet the visions of his beloved, he again 
mnstered hia band, who were all drunk with the 
supper he had given them ; and hence arose, by 
tbeir cnrsed clamour, my distraction. The boar 
appointed for the rendezvous at length arrived; 
he hastened thither, well bedecked, and smell- 
ing like a box of millefleurs, just arrived 
irom Paris, taking too his bag of gold, when he 
ashered himself into the presence of bis mis- 
tress. The gold was received — not so the 
lover ; for the widow, poor creatnre, was indis- 
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posed, and could not meet his addresses until 
the following day. "To-morrow," cried Kho- 
dhis, in despair, "will never arrive." "Fear 
not," she said, "even quicker than your love for 
me would desireit, will to-morrow come." More 
disconsolate than he had hoped to be, yet still 
living on expectancy, he hied him oS*. The 
next day he was not disappointed by his bonne 
amie, for she herself had sought him, and they 
met where yoa saw tliem. A long fit of laugh- 
ter checked the revengeful old Major. " Un- 
happy lover," exclaimed Nastuli, as he sighed 
ovCT these misfortunes ; " bis cup of misery is 
fiili." 

"Aye, aye," rejoined the little Major, com- 
posing himself, "it does not matter now; but 
if the scoundrel had invited me, as be should 
have done, to bis feasts, instead of besieging 
my doors and spoiling my reputation, I wonld 
have helped bim better out of bis love aSair, 
I warrant yon. The Major here stopped, and 
Nastuli felt that this observation, so humbly en- 
tered on in the sequel, would have figured 
better in tbe prelude, considering that it un- 
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folded entirely tlie sentiments of the worthy 
Frenchman. Yet all tlie length of these invec- 
tives,and theforce of'ihem, had been interesting;, 
not tedious, to the listener : whether, on account 
of the beauty, whose character it developed, or 
whether that the spirit of scandal, so all power- 
ful in Napoli, had pervaded him likewise, and 
mining, as it crept through, had laid a new basis 
of ideas in destroying his former ones, yet so 
it was, his few days' initiation had made him so 
perfect a physiognomist, that he could discern 
by the first glance whether tliis man were allied 
to Mavrocordato, or that infected with the 
principles of Colocotroni. To be alive, one 
must think ; and in Napoli, to think is to plan ; 
and the first plan to be formed is on the party 
vou choose to take side with. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



With eyes opraised, as one inspired,. 
Pale melancholy sate retired*^ 



Collira. 



On arriving on the Locanda appointed for bis 
residence^ Nastuli was greeted by tbe commu- 
nicative Simpkins. *' Applications witbout 
ceasing have been made here/' said he, ^* dar*^ 
ing your short absence ; nay, all in Napoli have 
been seeking for a limb of you. Tricoupi, the 
prime minister of Mavrocordato, has been here 
to pay you the honours of his patron ; a host 
of beggarly Carbonari, calling themselves 
Counts ; and to conclude, a gang which made 
me positively shudder, with Baltimore at their 
head; who^ to my excessive annoyance, per- 
sisted on bursting in here altogether, manifest- 
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iog no more delicacy, I assure you, than so 
many lig;Iit- fingered individuals, forming a com- 
munity. I warned yon of these evils; behold 
they are now arrived. A Bulgarian has been 
more troublesome still; he performed his evo- 
latious on a shewy Arab, for a full honr, before 
the window, persisting that you were within ; 
and withdrew, after wishing many ill years to 
you, when tired at length by the fraitlcss- 
ness of bis labours : add to this, a host of 
Palicari, deserving by their jackets at least of 
the appellation, have been raising the infernal 
powers by the clamour which they mads for 
you." " Can I be so bad as the old Major," 
observed Nastuli, in reply, " or has this rascal 
only been presuming on the force of my liba- 
tions at the house of the Papas i Cashimir, did 
I speak of a Bulgarian, his steed, or his soldiers, 
daring my repast with the most reverend i" 
" Your iliustriousness," replied the page, 
" knows well that I was present but a short 
time, other duties having called me thence ; 
but I recollect that a certain number of soldiers, 
assembled to their olives in Ihe ball, were londly 
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prakiag you at eveary laugh they heard yon 
g^re; and as the second Chitza went ronnd 
with them, they called you their Effendi, and 
said that you had already taken them into your 
service for the approaching campaign." Nas- 
tnli, in reality, iiecollected but little of vhat had 
pused. Taking it for granted, therefore, that 
these visits had been authorized, he rejoiced 
when he saw how ready the Uellenes were to 
join tiiemselves to his virgin standard. 

On the following morning he was awoken 
betimes, from his comfortless bed of planks, 
by the trampling of a horse, persevered ia 
with such monotony as to threaten a much 
longer continuance than was pleasing under the 
windows of the Locanda. The cause of dis- 
turbance he found to be a fine white Arabian, 
whose lineage was made evident by the charac^ 
teristic signs bnrnt npon his haunches('), A Bnl- 
gariiu) soldier bestrode it, and by the dexterity 
with which he performed his evolutions, seemed 
cut out by nature on the back of his steed, as 
on the site destined to him. By the impatienoe 
with which he regarded continually the chamber 
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of Nastuli, its teuaat was not long in doobt of 
tJie mission of thia swarthy warrior-~the vender 
before spoken of; neither did he hesitate longer 
as to the choice he should make, but dispatcti- 
ing' his yonng Icoglan below to purchase the 
horse from the Bulgarian, after much wrangling 
on either side the bargain was concluded, and 
the horse Nastuli's, for the consideration of 
1000 piastres. The Arab, who changes his 
servitude with the beast, seemed not to feel 
mncb sorrow at the thoughts of quitting his old 
master, swearing by Mahomet that if the horse 
did not verify, both now and in aftertimes, the 
true blood of Misuri, he himself would resign 
his head to the discovery of the fraud. The pur- 
chaser satisRedthe wish of both, and vaaltingon 
his saddle of crimson velvet, gave up to his page 
his capote and amber-mouthed chibouk, and 
directed his course towards the city gates, 
where, with his young friend Demetri, he was 
ssed to play at the Djherred ; but his thoughts 
were destined to be diverted this day from their 
accustomed tenor. 

The Arab, who had vouched for the Mi- 
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suri ('), ran before, crying ont to make way for 
his master, as he dashed tbrongh the crowds, 
not waiting;, however, 1o mark whether the io- 
jnnction were heeded. Naslnli's sunburnt coun- 
tenance and oriental gait, tugetherwith alook of 
pride, to which do doubt Lis fine courser had con- 
siderably added, made it difTicult to distingnish 
him from the Greek ; while hia facility of at- 
taining languages, and the considerable dabble 
he had already made in the Romaic, impressed 
even the higher classes amongst the Hellene 
with the conviction, thai allhungb he bad 
long been a wanderer from amongst them, he 
yet was a member of ibeir tribe. Tlie day 
was sunny, and the latlices were all occu- 
pied by the faces of the lovely tenants, glanc- 
ing their eyes on him for a moment, and then 
disappearing : diverted by these objects, tran- 
sitory as was his gaze at them, he did not at 
first heed his young page Cashiniir, who, im- 
patient of not gaining his purpose, drew the 
stirrup rather sharply agaiust the flank of the 
Mieuri, and by making him plunge, called 
at length the attention of his master. It was 
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ihe liouse of Papa Fletzas tliat they were just 
abreast of, and the same interesting being who 
had so possessed his fancy on a former occasion, 
was stationed at the light trellis work above 
hini. Her face was lent upon the one hand, 
while with the other she was dividing the long 
raven tresses, which, floating over her back, had 
succeeded in entangling together the small gol- 
den coins (^), meant equally to poise them. Her 
countenance had about it a hue of more melaa- 
cholj than generally pervades that of Turkisb 
women, who all more or less, seem well con- 
tented with their Int. The sitnation she held 
at the window appeared to have been taken, 
not for the sake of making conquests, as with 
the greater part of her sex is wont to be the 
ease, but purely for the purpose of catching the 
soft breeze^ — of itself a desirable object, consi- 
dering the solitary confinement within doors to 
which Eaatem females are subjected. The 
Ottoman pride sat on her brow, yet it was tem- 
pered by a look of such sweetness — by an ex- 
pression denoting so plainly the persuasion of 
her own helplessness — that nothing repulsive 
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was connected with it. She appeared as tliough 
saffering against some grief wliicb slie was in 
despair of being able to sabdue ; and in her full 
creed of fatalism awaiting patiently its issne, 
by means of a power whose decrees, though cer- 
tain, were incalculable. The clattering of the 
horse's hoofs, as Nastuli reined up his steed be- 
neath her cool recess, awoke the fair Mahometan 
from her fit of abstraction ; she Inrned her 
black eyes towards the object, and as she re- 
cognized him, the excessive paleness which her 
features generally wore, was dispelled by a deep 
crimson tint : it seemed as though something 
had connected her with him ; for tliough agi- 
tated, she neither took flight, as every other fe- 
male in Napoli would have done, from his un- 
hallowed glance, nor did she turn her own 
away ; bat, soon as her cheek had resumed its 
accustomed dye, she remained like a fair statue 
gazing on bim. Cashimir, however, more prn- 
dent, perhaps, from being less interested by 
these emotions, well knew Ibe sensations they 
would produce if witnessed by a crowd, whose 
predominant feeling is jealousy : be struck the 
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Arab groom, therefore, as Ihougb he had willed 
the delay, and made him proceed with so quick 
a pace, in his office of avant- courier, as to leave 
only time for Nastnli to tell the fair mute, with 
aD expression as conversant as love beamings 
could make it, of the esteem which these 
few minutes had made him feel for her. As be 
passed through tlie barriers, and loft the draw- 
bridge behind him, the first whom be recognized 
was Baltimore, the American, who with fais 
usual accompaniment of dirty Palicari, had been 
strolling on the plains, to get himself the better 
in marching order, and in their good graces. 
He ran towards Nastuli, as he sent his followers 
on their way ; and paying him the compliments 
of the morning, begged that he might be per- 
mitted to procure for him the acquaintance of 
some certain Americans, staunch advocates 
for the canse they were mutually engaged in 
aiding. The former, who had forgotten his re- 
solutions of the preceding day, to reject all ad- 
vances towards companionship, softened by the 
sympathy which so lovely a face had just shewn 
bim, promised to comply with the General's 
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Viahcs ; and givioff up liia borse to the jonug 
psge who atteaded him, sauntered with Balti- 
more along' the verdant path which marked their 
route, towards some pleasant fig' trees. The 
General's character was not loug in developing 
itself: though deeply tinged witb the politios 
of the laud he fought in, aud with a certain ser- 
vility which he had acquired by studyiug the 
smiles and frowns of those who felt inclined t<> 
be his patrons, which shewed his every habit 
to bo governed by tlie I'ules which his new 
compatriots held out to him ; he still had many 
redeeming points: possessed uf an extensive 
fund of information, with which his own ex- 
perience, as well as his perfect acquaintance 
with the language had gll'ted him, ho used 
it all so aptly as to double the enthusiasm 
of those with whom he conversed. Ever 
since the commencement of the revolution be 
had worked his way through all hardships in 
Greece : as for bis birth-place, be scarcely could 
satisfy his own mind, too many countries, like 
Homer, contending for him. To America, 
however, he generally chose to lay claim, and 
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io this very uncertaioty did he owe frequently 
a good turn — for whilst tlie choice was reserved 
to him, of referring tlie curious to the one or the 
other part of the world for his baptismal doca- 
Dients, he would give the preference to the quar- 
ter from which had sprung the man, whoever it 
might be, best calculated to assist him i and 
whilst descanting, with the zeal of a patriot, on 
the fine properties peculiar to the country and 
(he native, would blind the eyes of the eulogized 
loo often by his fiatlery, to enable him to recol- 
lect that his birth-pluce had altered itself since 
yesterday. Wavering, however, as was the 
General in these matters, and unimportant as 
they seemed to him,- — in one point, true, — he 
was willing to sacrifice all the notiuns or pos- 
sessions which his claims to so mauy diBerent 
countries had bestowed on him, to a rigid con- 
formity with the taste and manners of the land 
he at present served in ; so long, at least, as 
things went tolerably well there, and his patron 
Mavrocordato held up his head. This subject 
was the only one that awakened in hira absolute 
energy, — the unjust aversions held of his adopt 
l2 
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ed ootintrymen by the Franks, aud tbe accusa- 
tioDS laid on them, tie luved to talk uf and refute. 
" The generality of strangers," observed Bal- 
timore, " who have visited Greece previous to 
the revolution, and those very few who have ven- 
tured their necks here since, have turned into 
abuse the enthusiasm which pervaded them pre- 
vious to their undertaking the journey. The rea- 
son for this change is obvious : these railers who 
have been disposed to take the voyage, — search- 
ers, for the most part, of antiquities or musty 
fragments — have unexceptionably trodden the 
same beaten track of Athens, the Asiatic coast, 
and Constantinople. There they come chiefly 
into contact with those classes of Greeks, upon 
whom the long subjection of the nation to the 
Turks, has had greatest effect^ such as persons 
in authority underthe government, or o I hers ap- 
proaching to this denomination : cooled by the 
disgust which so semi-barbarous a state of so- 
ciety imposes on them, they go no farther to 
search for amelioration, but, piqued because the 
language sounds in their ears different to 
what they have been accustomed to imagine, 
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too prejadictid to excuse the diGTerence of idiom, 
and discontented witlial at the servility of the 
people, they retarn home and grumble oat their 
loDg collected spleen, in iovectives against a 
nation, of which they have been acquainted only 
with the refuse. Thus are impressions received 
unfavourable to us ; and in the strength which 
these evil reports acquire, few are so generous as 
to reflect, that instead of taking opinions thus 
superGcially, they should have penetrated into 
the mountains which have never come under the 
contagion of slavery, or at least, have been so 
but at intervals, and Uiere have formed ideas of 
a people, instead of eatisfying themselves in 
abusing what they know nothing about," 

Having finished his speech, ISaltimore led 
on, as he had promised, towards the abode of 
the other Franks. They entered, and found 
its inmates engaged in discussion, the nature of 
which was Greece. A young man, surronnded by 
books, literary and religious, whose countenance 
bad on it an expression of mildness approaching 
to timidity, and a voice which uttered so low 
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aod hesitatingly his opinions, as to mark an ex- 
treme diffidence io broaL'hiog tlieai, was the 
snpporter of the argument. He was excusing 
the follies predominant amongst the Moreotes 
of the capital ; accounting for the licentiousness 
and perversion of their habits, by the influence 
wliich a slavery of so long standing had thrown 
over them : energy, ever and anon, would cha- 
racterise his manner as he proceeded, and then 
a blush, which ilasbcd over his pale cheek, 
wonld bespealt his feelings; yet this blush was 
not a healthful one— and whether from disease 
or natural nervousness, bis spirits were so much 
weighed down, that when even be upheld his 
assertions with tiie greatest seeming inlerest, 
bewould look fearfully on his antagonist, to see 
whether he might not have exceeded, by unu- 
sual animation, the moderate bounds he had 
prescribed for himself. There was a richness 
in the martner of expressing his sentiments, 
in spite of the simplicity of Iheirnatuie: though 
learned, he was no pedant ; fur be knew his 
disputant to be unread, and save in some qao- 
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tatioas from the Scriptures, he laid nside all 
superflaoas allusions. The one who opposed 
Ills reasoning, gave a far difTerent impression : 
rjbast, almost gigantic in frame, the impa- 
tience of his gaze, as he hore, with difficulty, 
the silence for a moment imposed on him, and 
the force of his declamations against the luke- 
warmness of his adversary, guve the idea imme- 
diately of a stem rigid reformer. His large 
faBzle-eyes beamed when his turn came, and as 
he inveighed, in irapassione'l terms, against the 
vices which the other had called faults, and 
would allow of no extennatiou from the circum- 
stances which had nurtured them, the modest 
reasoner shrunk back. Whilst the one wished 
only gently to pluck out the weeds which had 
grown aronnd the tree, the other thirsted to 
root ont tlie plant, and destroy the soil it stood 
OD, fur having allowed such weeds to deform it. 
Another, younger than either of these, and less 
impassioned even than the former, with a levity 
which although at other times would not have 
been remarkable, was rendered so now, from the 
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contrast it bore to tbe imperturbable gravity of 
bis companiona, contented bimself with recom- 
mending patience to both ; adding, that for his 
part, he had not seen so mnch of what they 
found to condemn in tbe nation, as made it 
worth their while to indulge in an argument 
which expelled good manners by keeping the 
dinner waiting. — " Staunton," he said, address- 
ing the lond declaimer, " leave Jamieson alone, 
for I am his doctor, and will not allow his fever 
to be driven into him by your invectives ; con- 
tent yoorself with letting us hear some of your 
exploits daring tbe American war, while we 
attack the olives which await us." Franklin 
gained his point, for the rigid moralist took 
mecbauically his seat, still however fixing 
liis eyes on Jamieson, and still quivering at the 
fips, as though his heart was bent on a continu- 
ance of matter so interesting. 

As Nastuli, attended by Baltimore, ap- 
proached the circle they had just began to form, 
Jamieson rose, and by the gentility of manners 
and persuasiveness of address displayed by him 
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ID the mere salutation, made a long step towards 
our hero's rejection of tlie scruples lie had de- 
tennined to imbibe against the whole of the I 
Franks. Staunton deigned not to rise, u 
even, at first, to recognize the visitant ; his eye I 
was looking still at things intellectual, and when I 
only that Nastuli, seated near him midst the 
circle, could no longer escape its observation, 
the gaze fised on him was so deep and scruU- 
nous, na to call up a frown demonstrative of 
feelings which pronounced it to be intrusive. 
A wooden platter, filled with black olives, — a 
soup, made by a boy who shewed the condition 
of a slave, — with some coarse bread, smoaking 
from the ashes, completed the very frugal re- 
past, which Nastuli felt bound, nevertheless, 
to partake of. Baltimore sat too, and regaled 
his acquaintance with the news of the day; 
and by the deference which be paid to each of 
their opinions, and his admirable method of suit- 
ing his conversation to the taste of either, 
shewed himself to be the best diplomatist in tbe 
world. Santa Rosa, and alterwards a young 
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stout-built Frank, wbo had already acquired a 
formidable pair of mustachios, wbicli lie prided 
himself oa teudiug, joined themselves to the 
party. The presence of the former was 
bailed by all with cordiality; indeed, the 
Buavily of his manners, the sublimity of his 
ideas, and the dignity of his deportment, 
could not fail to annex to bis bearing an im~ 
portauue possessed -by few besides. Tbe per- 
■onage nbo last entered the room, however, 
seemed conscious that no such ideas could be 
attached to himself ; and apparently aware of tbe 
derogatory opinion held of him by the circle, 
determined to bear it with patience, and seated 
himself with a happy effrontery (not at all fo- 
reign it seemed to his nature) before the same 
trencher, careless whether or not an invitation 
should afterwards be given him. The awk- 
wardness which his whole manner evinced, and 
the ridiculous effort whii;h be made towards 
politeness on Baltimore's introducing him to 
Nastuli, convinced the latter of his estimate. 
There was a blunt good humour, however. 



MODERN GRKBCB. 233 

evinced as well tn Lis words as in his counte- 
Dance, and aw indolent kind of generosity, 
which souQ tempered all impressions, at first 
more llian justly untavuurable to bini, into 
the full persuasion that be was neitlier bet- 
ter nor \i'orse than an American blade of tbe 
day. Tu contrast him with Rosa seemed 
cruel; and Ihougli not decidedly the man des- 
tined to make any reversion in tbe schemes 
of a nation struggling for its independence, or 
even to forward its view, N^astuli observed 
with surprise that so strong a prejudice ex- 
isted against him, and firm ia his principle 
of never Judging a man by tbe opinion of 
others, be soon began to pity the irkaomeness 
which the poor fellow evinced before a com- 
pany, so serious as to construe into ribaldry 
every sally of wit which chanced to flame from 
liini at intervals. Impressed with this feeling, 
he soon displayed it, by tbe ellorls which he 
made, spite of the repugnance of the rest to 
encourage him, and take oC, in some degree at 
lenst, tbe mortification which the latter seemed 
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to feel at finding such an ill assortment to his 
taste of persons as well as dishes. In this be 
SDCceeded easily, for Lawrence rejoiced to find 
B convive where he so little expected it, and 
made ample amends for the restraint imposed 
on him hitherto, by a full confession of his emo- 
tions on the discovery. Emboldened by a bottle 
of tolerable wine, which he was induced to add 
to the repast, and the patronage he received 
from NastuH, he soon gave signs of aspiring 
further, for interrupting Santa Rosa, who was 
conversing quietly with Jamieson, with many 
invectives at his " appropriation of the sub- 
ject," as he called it, he allowed no further 
panse, but took up the conversation in the fol- 
lowing strain : " Well, Jamieson, hold up yonr 
head, man : the President, and all bis gang, will 
start off to-morrow; and I myself shall go 
some where or other ant of this damned hole ; 
for, to tell you the truth, I don't half like it. 
I've been discussing a long time at the ' cole- 
tico,' or what d'ye name it, and the President 
wanted to humbug nie ; but I told bim as much 
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as to say, that he wouldn't go round on that 
tack, for I'm an old man-of-war's man. So 
after a good honr's talk, I told bim plainly, that 
i came ont here to serve the Greeks only so 
long as I find 'em decent fellows ^ and then he 
blarneyed and palavered, and told me that 
the ships were all out of port, which I knew to 
be a lie ; so I told him the same, and left him. 
Ell ! what do yon think of that for a day's 
work 1" Jamieson stared on the speaker with 
a countenance on which disgust was moro 
strongly marked than its osual timidity ; but 
not able altogether to break that better feeling 
of his nature, his gpze fell again into vacuity. 
As Lawrence continued, however, with his usual 
eflVontery, Franklin, of lighter mood, entered 
the lists, not for the purpose of disputing with, 
but destroying his antagonist. " Mr. Law- 
rence," he replied, " all this discourse must 
have been very edifying ; in what language, 
pray, did yon hold it i" Now, as it happened 
that his Escellency, the President, was in total 
ignorance of any other idiom save bis native 
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ODe, and as Ibe capacity of Lawrence limited 
him to the same restrictioDs, tbis question vob, 
as tbe latter gentleman felt it to be, " a 
puzzler." Nor would be Lave disc on tinned 
bis hems for a much longer period, bad not the 
good-oatured Santa Rosa lent bis aid to com- 
pose him. 

" My friend Lawrence," he said, speak- 
ing sufliciently well in English to be understood 
by the latter ; " underslanih, no doubt, the Ro- 
maic, and bis countenance is suflicieutly ex- 
pressive to supply the meaning of a word when 
he feels himself at a loss for one." Lawrence, 
who had jnst begun to take on him all the airs 
of a man ill at ease, was brought again to him- 
Belf by this intervention. Not caring, however, 
to hazard, for a second time, a like obstacle, be 
left the rest of the party to themselves, and 
clung to Nastnli, who was sufficiently good- 
tempered to resti-ain the smile which bad been 
struggling In possess bim. The latter was not 
long in perceiving that the most rigid of the as- 
sembly into which be had introduced himself. 
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could hardly restrain manifestio^ externally the 
distaste wbich they held for him, as he went on 
encouraging, iu his rude sallies, (he man vrfaom 
they would have given half their meal to lose 
sight of; and a false feeling which pride, not 
judgment, summoned, made him determine, in- 
stead of dirainishing, to increase the prejudices 
already forming against himself. Men for 
whom, from pnre complaisance, he had broken 
through a rule he had so lately established, 
should, he thought, have had more tolerant 
feelings towards the individual whom they had 
courted. Indifferent to all, therefore, save Santa 
Rosa and Baltimore — the one too liberal, the 
other too political, to indulge the same ideas — 
he turned his ear once more towards Lawrence, 
who, whilst he examined the pistols in the belt 
of our adventurer, sighed over the fate of his 
own, which he affirmed to have been so beauti- 
ful as to have tempted the avarice of the Pasha 
of Smyrna. Whether this satrap had really 
deprived him of them, or whether he had volun- 
tarily resigried them for a consideration, as 
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otiiers asserted, Nastnli did not allow hiinself 
to argfie^ but shaking hands with the Goin{dBin- 
ant, and with coldness saluting the rest of the 
party, he took his leave of them and retired. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Unpieiced, tmconqueTed sinks, yet breathes a- sigh, 
Far he had hoped a soldjei'a death to die. 

Conflagration of MoiCBti^* 



Days passed, yet the President, spite of his 
asseverations, still continued at Napoli, while 
Ibrahim was making head at Modon. Yonng; 
Demetri, whose friendship for Nastuli strength- 
ened hourly, was amongst the kiliarchi who 
were to march in beating the ground for 
his most enlightened. He parted from oar ad- 
venturer with affection, yet his regret was sof- 
tened by the hopes of their rencontre at Nava- 
rene. His mind was yet a yonng one, and his 
first impressions had been awakened by an ob- 
ject well calculated to draw them forth; by one 
whom an ardent imagination bad induced to 
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adopt ibe manners and habits of Ihe land he 
wished to uphold, iu preference to thai which 
had given him birth, NastuEi felt irksomeaess 
at the departure of his friend, for their feelings 
of esteem had been mutual, and wondering at 
his own inactivity, which induced him to stay 
longer in a place only calculated, romparalively 
at least, to enervate him, he determined to 
hasten his own removal from it. He selected, 
therefore, that nothing might retard him, fifty 
of the Hower of different captains, who disloy- 
ally abandoned their masters for his service, 
and leaving the qnarters which Havrocordato 
had provided for him, he betook himself, with 
his new followers, to a konaki more spacious 
and savage, where over his head hung the dou- 
pheghia of his men and the three- stringed lute, 
in concert to which they would, (most unchari- 
tably for his ear), hawl forth on awaking from 
their slumbers strains 'in anticipation of their 
exploits during the campaign. To anblher 
more fastidious, or less pliable in mood, such a 
change from the height of Inxuries iu his own 
land would have required time at least Ut render 
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tolerable : for Nastuli, to accommodate hia 
temper to it, was tbe work of a momeat. Yoang, 
full of lieallh and strength, as fit to live in the 
midst of savages as io the bosom of civilized 
society — loving dangers for the sensations they 
excited, and that he might become acquainted 
with the sangfroid necessary to escape from 
them — gay withal and communicative, he en- 
joyed the scope given him for these scDsations, 
by his command over so many uncouth beings, 
and proud in thinking that their's was a spirit 
not to be commanded by all — well aware, too, 
that to rule a bandit, he must be one himself— 
he soon entered as much into the spirit of 4 
mountain soldier's existence as though from his 
infancy he had been nurtured on their rocks. 
Thus soon initiated in habits which no Franks 
had ever adopted before him, he found bis 
mead in the homage paid by his newly -elected 
compatriots ; and the haughty females even, 
whom thousands of warriors had vainly tried to 
move to a smile, would, unasked, relax their 
brows to bestow it on the young Philhellene as 
VOL. 1. M 
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be passed with his train ander their lattices : 
but his head had no more place in it for the in- 
dalg«Doe of these chimeras; and wrapped up in 
bis new studies, he began strongly to suspect 
bitnself of being inflexible ; when the same Sn- 
iiotes, who had before so excited his curiosity 
by the words they let drop inadvertently on the 
esplanade, on their again crossing his path, 
kindled bis imagination anew for the subject of 
tbem, till unable to suppress longer bis wish of 
satisfying himself as to the nature of tbe fair 
Turk, and bis young page having already given 
him proofs of his attachment, he took him 
aside, and desired him to disclose all he kae« 
respecting her. Cashimir looked hesitatingly 
aronnd, tdl, persuaded that no ear drank in 
the treason he was about to utter, he complied 
with the demand of Nastuli. " Fatm6 is het 
Bame," he began, " and she is danghter to 
the Bey of Argos, who waa killed in the cap- 
ture of Tripolizza. In her early youth she was 
affianced to a young Turk, who, unlike the rest 
of his race in their contempt for women, loved 
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Ibis girl to distraction. She long returned his 
affection with eqnal ardour, until Papa Yauot 
stepped in the way aud damped it. He was at 
that time in his garb of priest and office of spj, 
travelling through the parts of Turkey where 
the Greeks, from their superior sulferiDg's, might 
be soonest prompted, he thought, to commence 
a revolt. In his sacred office he was admitted 
even to the society of women, and the atteu- 
tioD which the discerning eye of that sex had 
began to pay to his attractions, was indac- 
ing him to waver between his ideas of love and 
war — still, however, holding up the latter ; when 
his visit to the fair Fatm^ reversed all his good 
sentiments, and sank him irreparably under the 
dominion of the former. Henceforth he laid 
aside all other hopes, save that of possessing 
her, spite of the thousand obstacles which pre- 
sented themselves to thwart his wish, for he was 
well aware that one of a sect so different as his 
mast have more than earthly merit to gain a 
glance, much more the affections, of one attach- 
ed to a race so infatuated and opposed. But 
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the Papa loved her distractedly, and broke 
tlirough those barriers, for she was, after all, bat 
a woman, though her father was a Bey. Her 
antipathy to the sect, her swom reserve, her 
every coldness, in short, melted beneath the 
beam of his irresistible attractions, and giving 
herself up entirely to the snares of the Papas, 
tlial yonng Achmet, whom she before had doat- 
cd on, WAS now repulsed by her with scorn. 

As she was in Ihe orange grove one evening 
with her new lover, receiving his vows and 
<>xohHn{;,-in9; them, a slight form, wrapt in a ca- 
p»lf, pHSstfd near Ihejn — it was the Achmet 
whom sho hud spurned : his soul, stung with 
itvfttitiiity at Ihe supposed success of a rival, al- 
Ihoujih ignorant against whom to direct his 
vNifpHUKHi, had long experienced all the tor- 
uwMta with which sucii nn idea had wracked 
kim I Mid tVom the light-hearted boy, whose 
nlontt WHS suro to enliven his com- 
k hud InxtiniP sullen, cold, and heart- 
Um, IcWHWit of Xiw seme ho was about to 
wltittvi*, Ittf w»s Uulc-ring through the grove, in 
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taking a nearer direction to the khao, when his 
ears were struck by a voice which sounded well 
known to hira. Approaching nearer, he dis- 
tinguished the couple ; and not waiting to hear 
reiterated the protestations which they gave 
each other, he drew his yataghan, and rnshiog 
with a savage yell towards them, flew upon 
the infidel. Yauni, who knew well that snch 
interviews as these were very liable to similar 
interruptions, had prepared for them, and, re- 
ceiving on the barrel of his pistol the stroke 
which the young Turk intended for his neck, 
discharged his own weapon with more success, 
for the soul of young Achmet lied with the re> 
port of it, Fatrn^ for an instant neither spoke 
nor moved, but stood as though gathering to 
herself reOeclion — in another she was decided ; 
and heedless of the Papas, and her former love 
for him, she threw herself on the body of the 
boy she had so cruelly forsaken, and her lips, 
that had never come in contact with even wo- 
man's that lived, were pressed closely to those 
of Achmet, pallid and closed i 
" Ghristian," she said, when sufficiently com- 
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posed to call ber attention from the body of the 
yonth she had sacrificed to ber capricionsness ; 
" fly ! another hour, and the Musselmen col- 
lecting round the spot, will mar yoor depar- 
tare." Papa Yauni saw the necessity of fol- 
lowing this advice, yet he could not consent to 
leave so dearly purchased a treasure. " Will 
you then have me to abandon you?" be es- 
cjaimed. " Will you not, as you have but just 
TOwed, share with me a destiny which the pro- 
jihet has intended should be connected i" 

"The Prophet!" echoed Fatm6, with scorn, 
'* blaspheme Dot. This step bus lost you for 
ever: I would not see you more even though 
Mahomet, instead of applauding were to con- 
demn my resolution." The Papas saw her in- 
flexible, and fled : for three days he halted not, 
until joining a band of Armatoli (') in the passes, 
he bade defiance to his pnrsners. At the cap- 
tnre of Tnpolizza, while looking on with pleasure 
at the burning of a fine gilded roof, the shrieks 
of some Turkic women being massacred near 
btm, met his ear. As he listened, without a 
wish to save, the voice of one seemed known 
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to him : be approached the spot> and beheld 
Fatme, supplicating for pity : he ehot the exe- 
cutioner, as the only way of appeasing him, 
and bore her off in his arms. But though he 
saved her existence, in vain does he endeavour 
to renew in her the passion which once was 
mutual. She never has forgotten young Ach- 
met ; and him whose life she sacrificed for a 
caprice, she will never abandon in memory, 
now that he ceases to be in existence. The love 
of the Papas has changed itself to despair, for 
there is that in her manner which inspires too 
much awe in him to force her will, though now 
the slave, and no longer the haughty arcon- 
diasnO. 

" But why," interrupted Nastuli, strongly 
interested by her sad tale ; " why shoold she 
who thus alienates herself from all aSections, 
have bent on me, withal, glances, implying witb>- 
out the possibility of mistake, the wish of pos- 
sessing mine. Can she, with all her charms, or 
rather with all ber snfferlngs, have degenerated 
into a coquette?" "I will explain to yon, 
ESendi," replied Cashimir. " The first day 
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on whioh joar e;es met was at the table of the 
Papas. You know that few will believe you 
otherwise than an Oriental, and year features 
and form correspond ho entirely with those of 
Achmet, that she imagines you to have been 
sent by the prophet to console her in bis form : 
the delusion she cannot abandon : she watches 
at the lattice for yon, and for yon only ; and 
should any christian ever hope to move her, it 
would be yourself. The shriek which startled you 
proceeded from her; for as the discerning eye 
of the Papas caught her light form, jealousy 
came over him, and he sent orders to bis Chious 
to chastise her," 

" So beaulifui, and so defenceless," ex- 
claimed Nastuli, arousing himself from a half 
reverie, as bis page concluded ; " and to be 
thus treated by the man who loved her, and by 
a warrior too !" 

The acconnt which Cashimir had given, al- 
though it interested, did not please Nastuli ; 
for his vanity, which before bad fonnd ample 
scope to rejoice at her having; regarded him 
kindly, whilst she looked coldly on all others ; on 
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finding that the reason for this preference was 
only on account of the fates having made him 
resemble a dead lover, whom too she had jilted, 
lost the exultation attached to the former feel- 
ing: besides this, another reason, still more i 
powerful, for not returning the affection which 
she seemed disposed to place on him, was un 
account of his friend the Papas, who had 
treated him with so much hospitality, and who 
really loved her. These arguments he brought 
to his aid against the first symptoms, until he , 
found himself suiGcienlly armed to make a halC 
resolution no more to throw himself deliberately 
in the way of the fair Mahometan, The com- 
municative Simpkins, in the meantime, whose 
pursuits being of a nature altogether different 
from those of Nastuli, had witliheld him for 
some time from the company of the latter, on 
returning to the khan, where he had flattered 
himself on having obtained so good a footing, was 
disconsolate when he found that Nastuli, and ' 
with him his own hopes, had left it ; nor did his 
sorrow abate on perceiving that Baitiutore, his 
M 2 
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avowed enemy, had made himself so usefal. 
No longer able to restrain his feelings, he bent 
his sleps towards the isolated konaki of his for- 
mer companion, and presented himself before 
him just OS he was roaring, in concert with a 
dozen of his Palicari, the same wild unconth 
Strains which at one time he had so deprecated 
even in idea. The soi-disant Lara let his ca- 
pote fall from his ahonlder, and altogether for- 
got to adjust himself gracefully, so much was 
he shocked at the change. Nastuli tapped him 
on the shoulder, and with some consolatory 
words, endeavoured to remove the cause of his 
disqniet. But Sirapkins only groaned the more. 
" I had hoped," he exclaimed, " to preserve 
you civilized for at least one campaign. I 
would have beeu your monitor and your Eury- 
ftlns likewise ; for I would then have taken a 
command, and resumed a^io my pristine 
splendour. But alas ! you are verging to bar- 
barism, not gradually, but by extremes. Adiea 
to all hopes of relating each other's adventures, 
or to sharing in each other's sorrow. Your 
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brutes, nhose death-song yon now think me* 
lody, know not tbe value of such iDtellectual 
pleasures. 

Although Nastuli by no means felt with the 
same regret sa Siuipkins the absence of such 
sweet commaniona, and thought sheep-roast- 
ing a much more substantial occapatioa than 
sentimentalizing, daring a march over moun- 
tains, yet did he not refrain his pity altogether 
frpm the hero in distress. 

" We shall meet each other again, my dear 
Simpkins," he replied, " in times better fitted 
to remember, when all those noble ebullitions of 
your spirit can burst out in the shape of prow- 
esses innumerable." Simpkins felt somewhat 
relieved, yet was there one wound which cir- 
cnmstaoces ripped up afresh. The olives and 
caviar, with a miserable soup, and wine in 
which rosin (') predominated, made up the fare 
now laid on the greasy trencher. Not even a 
lamb, for it was fast-day ; and Simpkins, dis- 
tracted with these rigid observances, that showed 
his friend indubitably the man he feared lest he 
should have become— looked back on his civi- 
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lized days, when tbey had feasted tog;eUier on 
ragouts and calvar, {*) and instead of tbe rode 
cliihouk, drawn whiffs from (he more refined 



All were preparing for departure from Napoii 
on the morrow, when Nastuli introduced him- 
self into the chamber of Mavrocordato. He 
was seated there alone, reading a Frank ga- 
zette, which he sometimes laid down thought- 
fully, tbeti resumed. Fearing to interrupt him, 
Nastuli receded with intention to withdraw, 
but the prince checked his purpose, and taking 
his hand, led him to tbe ottoman whereon he 
had reclined. " I am glad to see jou, ray 
young friend," he exclaimed, " for you are one 
of tliose who in Greece are rare, your motives 
being disinterested. They rail against us much," 
he continued, as he again took up the gazette ; 
" and tax us with ingratitude towards those who 
are led hither to assist us. Judge then with me 
if for this they can condema us. We hold out 
louone tbe slightest hopes of advantage in as- 
sisting us ; on tlie contrary we tell, and their 
senses ought to convince them, that our funds, 
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inadeqaate evea to our owd subsktence, are not 
calculated to satisfy the pecaniiiry views of ad- 
veuturers. And tell me what others have we had 
here? Look aruundyou, see the swarms of French 
and Italian refoj^ees, from whom these murmurs 
have proceeded. Men who join us from neces- 
sity, not from sentiment, and who, thrusting; on 
us, unasked, their services, expect a remunera- 
tiou for them as ample aa vias paid by Napo- 
leon while he prospered. Finding' that these 
demands cannot be complied with, they leave 
uur cDUutry, carrying with them all the iufor- 
matioD they can collect from it, to benefit our 
enemies, in whose service they then enlist 
themselves — led to it by riches that we possess 
not. See then if our reputed jealousy towards 
the Franks be not brought about by circum- 
stances, ratlier than from a mere bigotry that 
we inherit." 

The prince composed himself as Nastuli as- 
sented to the force of the defence he made for 
his own countrymen. As he prepared to leave 
his Excellency, the latter recommended to him, 
in glowing terms, Baltimore the American, as 
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one whose patriotism had been unimpaired. 
" Be you together my compaDious," he added, 
" and with the generous Santa Bosa, whose dio 
tates of liberality are weli for a guide, form a 
triumvirate about me deserving of the sacred 
legion who so nobly defended Parta.{*) 

Nastuli bowed for the prince's good opinion, 
and receiving the hand he proffered, bade adieu 
until the morruw, when the former, with a 
part of the army, was to commence the route. 
The young Philhellene wished the time ar- 
rived, for, save Fatme's smile, there were few 
further inducements, unless the mosquitoes 
could so be called, to make him covet a longer 
stay. Over his soldiers, too, he bad obtained 
that kind of mastery, acquired by a conformity 
with their different habits, founded, however, as 
yet, op so precarious a footing, as to require 
new scenes for its strengthening, or even con- 
tiunancc, as the Pulicari when housed in their 
konaki, from being out of their proper element, 
imbibe feelings of au inconstant tenor, which) 
when on their own mountains, ceases to be a 
characteristic amongst them. As be rode along 
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the plain, where be had been wont with yonn^ 
Demetri to play the djhereed, and reflected on 
the ascendancy the young Greek had gained 
over his mind, Cashimir disturbed his medita- 
tion by slipping a small white flower into his 
hand. " EITendi," he said, " raising bis mouth 
towards his master's ear; "one who would 
wish to know yon better, has made this her 
token of expressing so. This evening, being a 
feast, she will be suffered to take the air outi 
side the gates with some attendants. At twi- 
light, walk in the same direction, and at the first 
funeral which you see, when the throng are 
collected, she will retire from her attendants, 
and meet yon near the olives." Cashimir 
retired hastily, as he execnted his commissioui 
fearful lest he might have betrayed himself to 
some listeners, who never were wanting wheB 
intrigues of any kind were abroad. The eve*- 
ing seemed long arriving, and the sombre hue 
clouding the vivid tints of nature, had no sooner 
bespoken it, than Nastoli, whose good resoln- 
tions were thought of no longer, buckling on 
his pelascas, in cajie of surprine, and muflSinf 
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bimselt' in his capote, hurried towards flie pro- 
lueoade. Numbers were already assembled 
there, but amongst them he could not recognize 
her whom he sought. Imagining that she bad 
purposely avoided him until the (irst burial 
conitnenced, be bent bis steps towards a small 
monastery, to occupy the time. Along the 
higher path which led to it, thousands of miee- 
rable caves, formed by excavations in the rock, 
diverted his attention by their gloominess. He 
at first thought that they had been receptacles, 
long since disused, for powder or provisions, in 
cases of need ; but was contradicted in this 
idea by observing in one of them a crowd of 
people, apparently a family, laying in all direc- 
tions along the interior. 

His curiosity excited, he asked permission 
of an aged man, who had taken his post, 
perhaps as being that of preference, nearest 
to the mouth of the den, and having ob- 
tained it, grovelled his way within. Here, 
without even straw beneath them, and with 
only the most wretched rug as their covering, 
lay, huddled together, numerous families. The 
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work of clirystallization was goiDg on above 
llitiBi, add llie water, trickling down from the 
craggy summit, fell oa their heads, without a 
possibility of resisting it, A wretched lamp, 
almost spent, was the ouly illumining to the 
cave ; and this gave light to objects still more 
forbiddiug ; for ntit ouly did it serve to shew 
the deepness and deformity, which increased in 
its extent, but it threw its flickering' glare on a 
pale, haggard being, who lay gasping directly 
under ifa influence. A family formed a circle 
around him, and joined their hands in the form 
of an arch, above his head. At a sight so 
strauge, Nastuli started back : he fancied to 
hear some exorcism mumbled over him, and 
felt even apprehensive that he himself, by be- 
ing witness to it, might be involved in the curse 
that it contained. This illusion, however, was 
suddenly dissipated, as his eye rested upon the 
form of a priest, not old in years, but wan and 
grey-headed from sorrow, who, with a torn 
soiled book in the one hand, and a crucifix in 
the other, leant over the poor wretch, and en- 
deavoured to compose bis mind, by pointing out 
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to him bow GOOD he woald approach to a place 
of less finfferiog than that he lingered in. He 
was djiiig, — and those who held their hands 
SO straogely clasped above him, wero his chil- 
dren and Lis friends, who thus endeavoured 
to prevent the cold trickliugs from the sam- 
mit troubling hitn as he left them. No other 
covering had they to offer : their poverty, 
which had forced them to seek refuge in this 
dismal site, denied them the means of procur- 
ing one. 

. Xastuli, whose recent arrival in Greece had 
made him unacquainted, hitherto, with snch 
scenes of distress as these, felt a sickness come 
over him: he wished to retire, but he found 
that bis first feeling, which had been mere 
curiosity, was now exchanged for a sentiment 
more powerful, which held him to the spot> 
He reflected tliat to retire thus abruptly would 
still more deeply wound the feelings, already 
go agitated, of these poor beings, who would 
reproach him for not allowing privacy to such 
sad duties as those they were engaged in. He 
approached nearer, therefore, but silently. 
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The face of the dying looked more than usually 
forbidding;, as they trimmed afresh the lamp 
suspeoded above him. He seemed middle 
aged, and the weapons which showed him to 
be a soldier, made the only pillow for his fever- 
iah head to repose on. He tamed it restlessly 
for a moment, and moved his lips as though he 
would have spoken. The priest, who watched 
him nearly, placed his craciGx upon his mouth, 
fancying that he had endeavonred to salute it; 
but his brother, for such was the sick man, 
frowned. His wish had been mistaken, and, 
too weak to express it more plainly, his spirit 
fled in the essay ; for a groan, which he strug- 
gled to suppress, followed as suddenly by a 
loud sliriek from the women, told him to be no 
more. The dealh dirge was howled, (*) and a 
little boy, son to the deceased, who had hither- 
to been absent in preparing the incense, now 
broaght it ronnd, to the scent of which each 
crossed himself. 

Nastuli, who, muSIed in his capote, was re- 
cognized only as a monrner, had to pay his 
share to the ceremony, till the priest, more com- 
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po^ed thaD the rest, seemed to notice his inlrn- 
aioD. The poor maa, however, made bis 
obeisance to one in arms, and informed him 
that his brother, now " blessed in memory 1" 
had long been a captain of Colocotroni — Ibat 
the present inaction, and Ibe stigma altacbed 
to a partisan of the deposed, had taken from 
him all means of subsistence, save thus wretch- 
edly; for having a large family who needed his 
support, be bad been unable to lead the life of 
a klephtis on the mountains. He had retired 
then, as the only alternative which remained, to 
this cave, (in which were five more families,) 
waiting patiently the time when Colocotroni 
should be brought to power, but God and the 
Holy Virgin were pleased to take him to them- 
selves by a stroke of the fever, which only yes- 
terday attacked him. The poor man finished 
his tale, and put his tattered black sleeve op to 
his eye, to wipe off a tear which filled it. Nas- 
tuli was moved — he had beaid of misery of 
which before he bad had no conception; for 
although he well knew the Greeks to be haras- 
sed by all the horrors attendant on a civil war, 
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yet that the miserable deas of which thia had 
been one, and of which were thousands, should 
have become (he only receptacle for their fami- 
lies, instead of being, as they merited, the refuse 
even of brutes, was more than he could have 
believed. On quitting the priest he would 
have kissed bis band,0 but the latter withdrew 
it with a feeling of shame. Begging therefore 
instead for the good man's prayers, and not for- 
getting to slip a dollar into his hand as be re- 
tired from this labyrinth of woe, he walked with 
a quicker pace than ordinary, that he might 
avoid thanks; but could not withal help observ- 
ing the priest first clasp bis hands, then let 
them fall violently against his sides, as though 
in despair at not being able to render them. 

Nastuli, in the strong interest of this scene, 
onlyjoHt now perceived that the twilight was being 
followed by the darker shades of night, and that 
a long distance lay between him and his place 
of rendezvous. Vexed at having loitered, and 
apprehensive lest he should have thrown away 
the only opportunity he might ever have of re- 
ceiving the sentiments that a fine woman seemed 
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disposed to excliaoge with liim, he doubled his 
pace over the rocky soil which led to the bcry- 
iog ground, bnt tlie funeral had long since past, 
and the throngs who had been collected there, 
retired, save some few stragglers who, for want 
of better employment, still remained there. 
Long did he loiter about the spot, trusting that 
something might occur to revive bis hopes, 
until just as he was retiring in despair, cursing 
equally his own want of gallaotry and his fair 
one's want of patience, two female figures, muf- 
fled up so closely as to baSte every attempt of 
distinguishing their persons, crossed him, and a 
small hand touched his own. Turning towards 
the spot, he called the name of Fatme, but no 
sooner bad be nltered it, than a bullet, the only 
answer he received, hissed past his turban. The 
females vanished quickly, while Nastult, enraged 
atso disagreeable an interruption to an interview 
which had commenced thas favourably, sought 
under every shrub and stone for tbe author of 
his snrprise, before the latter could again load 
bis piece ; bat all bis endeavours were defeated : 
some persons indeed were not far from him. 
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bat they comisted chiefly of women, who having 
spent in promenade tLe hours of recreation 
permitted to them by their feast-day, were bast- 
enJDg to the town before the gates should be 
closed, together with some men who walked 
behind as their protectors : not a donpbegi, 
however, was to he seen amongst these, and 
not a single klephtis Inrked near. Forced to 
abandon the search, he made his way in evil 
mood towards the gate, but too late, for it 
just grated on its massive hinge as he arriv>ed 
before it. He was not, however, the only ap- 
pUcant for admission, — another, whose face was 
hidden, sued loudly and impatiently : a Turkish 
carbine was slung across his shoulder, and bis 
voice seemed a familiar one. The man ap- 
peared disturbed as Nastnii approached him, 
and seemed as though he would mere readily 
have had another tor his companion. No alte^ 
native being left, however, he sat himself down 
on a mis-shapen stone, imagining it to be the 
only one ; but bis companion found another, and 
followed his example. " We are unlucky to- 
night," he obserred, addressing the stranger. 
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" and tbe more so as the hats have too innch 
fever in them to render preferable our taking 
quarters there," The man made no reply. — 
" You are fatigued, my friend, without doubt," 
continued Nastuli, " come from Coulouri, pro- 
bably? Your gun seems a fine one; I think too 
I have heard its dang to-day." As he spoke 
he passed his hand along the barrel . " 'Tis 
probable," replied at length the unknown ; 
" every one has a right to fire his own arms." 
" When they do not aim them at others, un- 
doubtedly," rejoined Nastuli, looking closer, to 
try to discern the features which the man strag- 
gled to conceal. This the latter determined to 
prevent, and the contest was still in the same du- 
bious state, when the ponderous bar was drawn 
apart, and tbe gate opening, interrupted it. 
Coi'th^, the keeper, who bad been Astinomo (^) 
atGastuni, when Nastuli passed throngh it on 
bis arrival, called out hastily his name, and tak- 
ing him by the hand as soon as he answered it, 
drew him violently within, shutting the gate as 
quickly against the other suppliant, whose 
oaths were heard through its barriers. Although 
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Naatuli felt very little sympathy for hia former 
companion's privations, he nevertheless could 
not withhold his surprise at himself being es- 
empted from them, especially as he bad ima- 
gined that his situation withoat was a secret 
to all save himself. As he began to sue for an 
explanation, however, Coitbi put his hand npon 
hia lips, and wishing him happy slumbers, hur- 
ried away without satisfying him. Imagining 
that the gate-keeper feared to say more to him 
on account of the mufSed man outside, he 
walked towards his konaki, revolving in his 
mind the events of the evening. The whole 
appearance of the man he had left tallied with 
his ideas of the one who bad so impertinently 
iuterrapted bim : bis voice, which seemed so well 
known to him, set him again to his divinations ; 
yet could he not be certain of either, for the 
'opening of the gate had prevented him from 
ascertaining more. It consoled him, however, 
that the object of bis suspicions was left in such 
a state of pnrgatory just as the dews began to 
fall heavy, which he deserved were it only for 
his sulkiness, and should bb suspicions be 
VOL. 1. N 
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founded, his present post was a still more desir- 
able one for Nastali, who would have an op- 
portanity of meeting him betimes on the ( 

morrow. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



What though you hue more beauty, 

Ab by my Taitb 1 Bee no more iu you 

Thsa vithtml candJe may go dark lo bed, 

Must you bf therefore proud asd pitiless! 

VTby what means this 1 Why do you look on me 1 

I see no more in you than in the oidinary 

Of natara'ssBlBwork, 

As you hike it- 



The morDing had scarcely dawned, tlian Nas- 
tuli, clapping for bis chibouk, betbought bim of 
the stranger wbo had spent the nigbt without, 
and bidding his palicari follow bim, started from 
the coarse canopy on which be had reposed, 
resolving to pay a visit to the object of his sas- 
picioo, now that the daylight might favonr bet- 
ter bis glance on him. No sooner bad he 
passed the threshold, however, than papa Yaani, 
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vith his capote flung round him more care- 
fully than usual, for the sake of avoiding the 
evil effects of the morning air, presented him- 
seir as a barrier to his further progress, IVaa- 
tnll started, he knew not why ; an indescribable 
sensation pervaded him on the sight of bis 
friend at that moment. The priest seemed to 
search his expression carefully, for his bold 
eye fixed itself more enquiringly upon him, 
as though anxious to read tbe cause. He 
quickly, however, resumed his natural expres- 
sion, and Nastuli recounted ta him the events 
of the preceding evening, taking care to reserve 
all faints respectiug the motives that gave rise 
to his rambles at an hour so late. The papas 
listened attentively, then curled up his musta* 
chios, and smiled. " My good fellow," he replied, 
" in a place like this you have reason to thank 
the Virgin at having escaped more shots, rather 
than to be flurried at having received one. 
Leave the fellow, then, until chance may throw 
him in your way — it is needless to search for 
him." Half assured that the shot had been un- 
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iatentioDal, and qaite so of the troable atlendaat 
on a chase after the perpetrator, Nastnli con- 
sented at length to take the papas' advice. 
YaoDi was on his way to Tripulizza, and now 
bade adiea to his young friend, nntil they 
should meet together there. As he went his way, 
the eyes of the latter still followed the course he 
took, while Fatni6, suffering under his oppres- 
sion, recurred to his mind. That a man so mild 
aa his manners denoted him to be— so brave as 
reports told of him— should persecute a woman 
whom he had loved, was bard to be imagined 
possible. The young Capitano, determining no 
longer to tarry in inactivity, but, spite of the 
President's schemes and reversions, himself to 
march with his followers, and as many of the 
uld capitani as might begin to feel that the cli- . 
mate of NapoU did not agree with their purses, 
betook himself for the last time to the Ectales- 
ticon, to receive there instructions relative to 
the march. 

On entering with his soldiers the apartment 
in which the members were assembled, be was 
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atuDQed by the din which reigDed there. Cir- 
cling roundCondprioltis, sat a body of termagant 
chieftains, calling loudly for each others' votes 
witbont attending to any, and breaking through 
the expostulations of his half- distracted excel- 
lency (who sat playing with his beads and de- 
mandingsilence),intheireagernessfortlielouph6 
which he never intended to give them. His eye 
sought restlessly for Mavrocordato, but the lat- 
ter was not in a situation to assist his patron : 
he himself was sustaining a siege ; and thoagh 
his ready diplomacy prevented, by anticipating 
it, so mach clamour from his assailants, yet were 
his spectacles called into request, and his long- 
studied themes on patience, which he took 
care to turn to the greatest advantage. At this 
time T^astuU himself, followed by a troop of 
Palicari, was other than a source of consolation 
to him, for he imagined that more wants were 
to be satisfied — more louphe was to be de- 
manded ; but when a word sufficed to shew Mm 
the disinterested nature of the Philhellene's 
visit — when his excellency felt convinced that 
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zeal, and not parades, were his motives of act- 
ing — he rose from the cushion on which he 
had reclined, and breaking unceremoDioasIy 
through the factious set, embraced Nastali, re- 
joiced at finding such a good opportunity of sus- 
pending demands so hard on him. " Capitani," 
he said, addressing them, " you only true de- 
scendants of the Hellenes ! regard an example 
set for you to follow : let the same enthusiasm 
which this yonng Frank possesses for the land 
only of his adoption — which gives to him no re- 
qaital for his pains — be your's for the land which 
is your own, and to which yon are indebted for 
every thing that you enjoy. Go, then, in peace, 
and waiting until better times for pay, join your- 
selves voluntarily to your standards, and bear 
tbcm far oif and quickly from this accursed city, 
which serves only to enervate and destroy. The 
old Capitani, who knew the world and their 
own interests too well to be led by a speech, 
shook their heads in token of dissatisfaction; 
but, nevertheless, aware that nothing further 
could be gained to-day, made their salute in- 
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fltiuctively and parted. Mavrocordato, relieved 
by their absence, requited by tha vivacity 
which returned to him, the object of bis deli- 
verance, wbom he dismissed with protestations 
and with good advice, which savoured more of 
sincerity than of the Fanar. The fifty Palicari 
who followed the banner of Nastuli, had all been 
paid in advance, and their idea of the riches of 
the Alylordos was rendered consequendy more 
than usually extravagant. SalUmore and Staun- 
ton were in the pathway. Convinced of having^ 
endeavoured, more than his better feelings jus- 
tified, to oppose the opinions of the latter, Nas- 
tuli now approached him under a different im- 
pulse, and the man so forbidding before, re- 
laxed both his features and conversation to a 
texture more worldly. 

Too polite, on their first interview, to attempt 
to restrain the wild levity which burst from 
Nastuli, be had been too generous likewise to 
imbibe prejudices, and reading in his present 
manner the self-conviction of the youthful Capi- 
tano, he grasped his band with the kindness of 
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affectioD, for he had bimself been wild and fror 
wurd, whilst in bis first youth and surrounded 
by pleasures, and from one moment of strong 
reflection alone was their subdual wrought ; nor 
was it by precept, inculcated to him from in- 
fancy, that his pathway of rectitude was beaten 
out. To such a man even Nastuli bowed; 
for though be scorned to listen to the whinings 
of a detractor, railing at others because his own 
habits did not agree with theirs, or because 
with his mother's milk he had imbibed them, 
yet one who could vanquish in a moment con- 
tending evils, from a principle which gave him 
suffering to acquire, was an object of admiration 
in himself. 

The President, joined by Mavrocordato and 
a small portion of the army, were already on 
their way to Tripolizza, leaving behind them 
CoUetti and Mavromichali, to direct the affairs 
at Mapoli — while their Excellencies were de- 
termined to shew that they could chang-e po- 
litics into war, as occasion prompted. Nastuli, 
who had resolved to be one of the earliest in 
bis departure, yet lingered, wherefore, he him- 
n3 
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self scarcely tmew ; but the shot which bad 
disturbed so disagreeably bia interview, and 
the myslery which hung over the author of it, 
stiil disturbed bim. Nur did he entirely forget 
the fair Turk; and calling hU joung Cashimir, 
reniinded bim that there yet stood flowers in 
her balcony, of which he might be the bearer. 
But the young page, though be vowed eternal 
attachment to his master, obstinately persisted 
in his refusal to cross again the domains of the 
Papas, " who," he affirmed, " had eyes more 
glaring than a Vracolicos, (i) and would haunt 
Mm for it spite of all the saints there might be 
to pray to." 

Foiled in these projects, he collected bis 
Falicari around him, and commenced his marcb 
towards the central town of the Morea. As he 
approached the city gates, he perceived Balti- 
more, with Staunton and Franklin, who having 
studied surgery, was readily seized at by the 
President, and appointed chief, as well as only, 
physician to the army. The doctor had been 
brought with bis countrymen, rather for the 
sake of wrangling with Baltimore, being a man 
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who coDsidered life as monotoiiaas and even 
painful, unless every character that moved in it 
was disposed to be contrary to his own. Nas- 
tuli rejoiced at this unexpected acquisition to 
his force; for, instead of the fifty od whom 
alone he had calculated, a hundred and eig'hty 
stoat fellows were now in his train; at the bead 
of whom his horse seemed to prance more gaily. 
Santa Rosa, with Samadorff, the young Hydri- 
ote, who had holden altercation with Adam 
Ducas at Ihe conversazione, and another with 
a pair of drawers still more ponderous, whose 
features were concealed, crossed our Phil- 
hellenes in their path. It was not long before 
the corpulent figure of Lawrence was discer- 
nible from under this disguise. Nastuli could 
not restrain a smile as he saw the cinmsiness ol' 
the American in bis new garb. " Captain 
Naatuli," said Samadorff, perceiving his mirth, 
"this is my cousin, who sails with me from hence 
to-day, that he may avoid the Saracostees, (<) 
which now ai'e coming on heavily." 

Lawrence, impatient that another shoald es- 
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plain for him, as be imagioed to be the case 
from the conntenance of the speaker, inter- 
rupted bim. 

" In my last conversation with the Presi- 
dent," he said, " 1 told bim plainly, that I 
wasn't come here for child's-play, but for the 
sake of doing good to the nation ; so I asked him 
whether I should be of most service by sea or 
by land. He told me by sea, as I was a sailor. 
So I buckled myself on to some Hydriotes, de- 
termined first of all to find out what sort of 
geniuses they were. One of them making a bet 
with roe for a snit of clothes — lost it ; but no 
sooner did I put them on, and get a thorough 
new rig, than the A — n — d rascal starts off in 
his ship, and leaves me to be dunned by the 
taylor. I told bim, therefore, to come to-mor- 
row, and to-nigbt I'm off with Samadorff, who's 
a noble fellow, and less of a cheat than his 
friends are," Having finished this eulogy on 
his new companion, Lawrence slopped for the 
sake of gaining breath, and meeting the sym- 
pathy which his misfortunes, be thought, de- 
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served. Nastuli thanked liim for bis coinniu- 
nications, and wishing him well out of all his 
troubles, and particularly of bis bets with the 
Hydriots for the future, took leave of the con- 
scientious PhilhelleDe, regaling himself on the 
road with many a laugh at bis expense. A 
long ten hours' march lay before bim, over a 
succession of steep, rugged mountains, desti- 
tute of one single spot of verdure, or any babi- 
tation, save half-way on their route a neglected 
miserable old hut, which once had been a kban, 
but which now had none of the kindly proper- 
ties belonging to it, and added to, rather than 
alleviated, the dreariness of the whole. Wearied 
with the monotony, and more so with the length 
of the march, our adventurers were not sorry I 
at taking the long steep declivity which led 
them on the ninth boor to the plain of Tripof 
lizza, where they pitched their bairak, halting 
by a stream in full view of the city. Its situ- 
ation at the foot of Mount Moenalus, on tlie | 
edge of the plain which contained the ancieai ' 
cities of Tegea, Pallautium, and Mantineia, 
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snrrounded by a wall, Banked by towers at long 
interrals. At the south-western end a small 
citadel occupies a height which is connected 
with the last falls of the mouotain. Small vil- 
lages ruiaed, though still inhabited, are studded 
about the slopes in all directions leading to the 
plaiD, many within reach of the battery from 
the walk. In this city noue of the bustle which 
at Napoli was universal, reigned amongst the 
inhabitants and strangers, although equal 
uumbers were to be seen of both classes. Here 
the caQes, at Napoli so abundant, were much 
less QUmerons, The pleasure of the latter 
mentioned city, without the pain, was discer- 
nible. Here gaiety was abroad — rich trappings 
were glittering in the sunshine ; but these were 
not contrasted with cens»rs and priest chaunts ; 
— and no wailing of women, hired for the de- 
ceased, broke in upon the songs of joy which 
mingled with the air. Healtli smiled aronnd, 
and the demon of pestilence, which at Napoli 
bad flitted its sooty wings, and looked in at 
every lattice, deliberating on, or marking its 
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next victim, scared by the nioantain breezes, 
to wliich in e*ery quarter this city was exposed, 
fled far away from it. Nastuli's mind expanded 
afresh as the inflaence of this clime pervaded 
him. He looked on the superb remains of 
Camel Bey's palace, with a prouder eye ; for 
the same Greeks who bad despoiled it still 
survived, or bad been destroyed man to man — ■ 
not by the inglorious wounds of loathsome dis- 
ease, which bring on those destroyed by it, as 
their only mead, a shrug of pity after all their 
noble actions. Baltimore, who bad been too 
often in THpoHzza to make any reflection upon 
it now, without abandoning himself at all to 
sentiment, sought out, as a wearied soldier 
would do, the nearest konaki wherein to repose 
himself. Every house, however, being occu- 
pied by the President and his retainers, his 
search was a tedious one. The Chious WM 
sent, and the Cbious returned, but without auc- 
uess. The general alighted, at length, from 
an old roan, which bad borne him ; and inviting 
Nastuli to follow his example, gave it np to the 
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care of aD old capoudgee, or tobacco-vender, 
one of his claimants for coiirt-i ate rest, (who 
stood gaping to see wbat capitani passed his 
door) ; and laying the banner on the counter, 
with the colours waving through the aperture, 
he himself journeyed on with ten uf his soldiers 
towards the head-qn arters, full of contideDce in 
his patron Mavrocordato, to obtain what his 
Cbioashad ineffectually demanded. 

As the young Capitano loitered near the 
porch, the old tobacconist came towards him, 
and most earnestly entreated that he and the 
other Mylordo should avoid the air, which he 
affirmed to be raw, and the streets which were 
damp, by entering his ergaateri, (') and refresh- 
ing themselves with a pipe of his best. Nas- 
tuli stared at a request so extraordinary, for he 
was suSiciently Hellene to know, that a Capitano 
with one hundred Vlachos at his heels, each 
too loving his chibouk, was seldom sought after 
in close acquaintanceship by a tobacconist. He 
was thinking, therefore, whether or no in pity 
to spare the fool from the dangers which ho waa 
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supplicating for Lis own share, when a pair of 
bright e^es, then a small taper hand, shewed 
themselves from out the jalousie above him. 
The marvel which before bad staggered Nas- 
tuii, was now half accounted for. The polite 
cBpoudguo without doubt, had a daughter, 
perhaps susceptible, and he wished to preserve 
her, as well as he might, from the eye of a 
young klephtis, possessed of youth, tolerable 
person, and above all, power. Satisfied at 
length that the old gentleman's complaisance 
was rather circumstantial tlian native, he 
laughed in his sleeve, whilst he complied with 
his iavitatioQ, less from compunction at bis in- 
vitor's scruples than from a feeling which 
suggested that repose would be more acceptable 
to him for the present than love dreams. 

The heart of the tobacconist expanded, as he 
had promised it should so soon as his point was 
gained ; for not only did he lay out his best 
seasoned tobacco, but added to the store seve- 
ral tiljaaes of good raki, to restore the " soul," 
he asserted, " which had been discomposed by 
travail." 
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FrankliD, whose natare was averse to com- 
pliments, tormented unceasingly their obse- 
quious host for lavishing them upon him ; while 
NaBtnli, whose gold pbermeli and arms kept off 
all approach to familiarity, or even converse 
from others than his soldiers, amused himself 
with these first in vampyre tales, then in songs, 
until the shop was in an uproar. Some captains, 
strolling with their retinues, they scarce knew 
whither, attracted by the sounds of revelry, 
which they loved to take a part in, and still 
more so by the standard newly arrived, which 
floated gaily enough from out the window, en- 
tered the apartment which held these powerful 
incentives to gaiety, and without further cere- 
mony took their pluces by the yonog Anglos. (*} 
The example of these was soon followed by 
others, until Tripolizza, which lacked of caiTes, 
this day expiated its sins by collecting on the 
benches without, and by the side of Nastnli, 
within the shop of the distressed tobacconist, 
the men best calculated to consume argel^s 
and sherbet of any who on a similar occasion 
had been ever brought together. Moreotes, 



MODBRN GREECB. 283 

witb their smootli chins, and sharp gold buttons, 
glittering like the crysalis, with the rays ema- 
nated from themselves, and curling at each 
panse their carefully tended mastacbios — Gal- 
garians with their rough matted beards, and 
tnrbans wrapt over half the bead, giving to 
their expression an impudence, for which, how- 
ever, it was perfectly unnecessary to summon 
art to their aid — Suliotes, witb their long flow- 
ing hair twisted in braids, and front wbereon to 
have a wrinkle is to be disgraced ; add to these, 
men from the craggy isle, (^) whose sea avoca- 
tions tbe President had tbonght fitting (perhaps 
to keep himself in countenance) to turn to land 
for the occasion ; and whose drawers hwd been 
shaped and coloured expressly after the fashion 
of those of his most enlightened ; of each of 
these tribes were collected the flower, and in a 
most unusual state of unanimity considering 
their distinctions : each vied with his fellow 
wbo should give most vivas — discharge at the 
beams witb most success — or sing loudest and 
longest their songs of liberty, at present so per- 
fectly in character witb tbe tenor of their ac- 
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tious. The poor tobaccoDist, who dared not 
interfere, now that so evidently was displaj'ed 
to him the will and power of the party, slunk 
quietly to one corner of the usurped apartment, 
and wrapping round him his capote, that he had 
worn through all seasons since his childhood, 
and reserving one eye open, to mark the extent 
of the violence committed on his property, af- 
fected to sleep, in fear lest his guests, too much 
inflamed by their potations, sbonld levy some 
still more exorbitant contributions on him, or 
even enjoin him to writhe bis features like their 
own into mirth, and hail, as a happy presage of 
their future plunder, the wrecks which they 
committed on his bowls. 

In this state of feverish anxiety, longing only 
that his person might be forgotten, being well 
aware that hopes fur his property's salvation 
were preposterous, he cursed a thuusand-fold 
his ill-timed pobteness, and the young Capitano 
for accepting it ; while for his daughter he me- 
ditated, in his wrath, tortures exquisitely af- 
fiicting, for having been tbe origin of all these 
calamities, by exposing herself so inoppor- 
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tanely at her lattice. The most botateroDS of 
all who tormented the tobacconist with his an- 
welcome revelry, was old Auagnostara, the 
Moreote general from Calamata, and one of the 
ministers of war, whose huge ball-head and 
neck were constrasted strongly with the little 
weazle face of Adam Dncas, his colleague, who 
had place beside him, Draco and Daugli 
bawled out stories as long as their strains of 
AH Pasha, and the days when SuJi was in vi- 
gor. The dashing Caraiskaki, worn down by 
dissipation to the state which proscribes further 
indulgence in it, and abandoning his thoughts 
to glory alone, was engaged with Gervellas in 
diplomatic wrangling, taking care to display 
the gems which encircled bis fingers, each time 
that he gave to his obedient Caphid^ the long 
amber kerasia,(^) which be incessantly resamed. 
Nastnli, amidst this august assembly, was nei- 
ther mnte nor unheeded : as his interest became 
awakened by the theme of old Draco, the eye 
of the latter would kindle with delight; and 
like a true Suliote, who feels respect for ano- 
ther, in proportion as bis marvellous stories may 
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be appreciated bybim, he exchanged chibouks (') 
more than once witb our young adveatarcr; 
and us the latter expatiated on the quality of 
the brilllaats around the hilt of bis yataghan, 
gave him such a hearty salute as made him 
stagger from where he sat. Each seemed to 
vie in how best they might shew (heir acknow- 
ledgments to the young Anglos; and he who 
on entering Tripolizza bad been apprehensive 
of not procuring a konaki, was now begged to 
make his choice amongst all of the one be liked 
best, for the reposal of himself and soldiers. 
Bat he attended Baltimore, and the effect of his 
mission ; and sent out bis young Cashimir, im- 
patiently, for tidings of him. The General 
at length arrived : " you and the doctor are 
born nnder Incky influences," be exclaimed. 
" Mavrncordato sends greeting to yon, and in- 
vites yon to take your quarters in bis own 
princely mansion ; he will provide, likewise, for 
yonr Pabcari, and leaves me with Staunton to 
provide for ourselves where we best may." 
" Strange," tbougbt Nastuli, as he assented 
to the observation of the American, " that I 
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flhould thas be favoured by their Excellenries, 
who am least of all others known to them, while 
Baltimore, and so many others who have been 
tried, and found nseful, are fain to pot up with 
a miserable hovel, in the suburbs, for their re- 
ception !" Had Nastuli reflected, at this mo- 
ment, that his misuri was a tine one, and dearly 
bonght, and that he alone, of all the PhiHiellenes, 
paid his soldiers from his ovn purse, he would 
better have divined the motives for the gene- 
rosity of their Excellencies. Without seeking 
further, however, into the source which had 
awakened it, he followed the soldiers sent to 
conduct him ; and, at the head of his own, 
marched through the streets towards the presi- 
dent's quarters. How unlike were these to the 
£ctale5ticon ! There, the entrance lay throngh 
a miserable stable, encompassed with filth on 
all sides ; here, a neatly paved court, encircled 
with trees, and laid out in small gardens, 
showed them where stood the house. It was a 
large regular building, with dome and cupola 
above it ; stairs not shut out from the light of 
day, but spacious and in good repair, led to 
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various ai>artments, well swept and cnshioned, 
with ceilioga carved and painted in the Turk- 
ish style. A long corridore, banging over a 
fine orange grove, was no sooner trodden 
by Nastuli than he found himself in the 
apartment of state ; where, on rich couches, 
and surrounded by fbeir several implements 
of luxury, lolled the members of the execu- 
tive, with snch of the principal leaders and 
officers of state who found highest favour in tie 
eyes of Conduriottis, " The illustrious inmates 
of the mansion have shewn more taste In their 
selection than I had given them credit for," 
thought Nastuli, as, bis obeisance made, be 
had leisure to sarvey minutely the interior. 
The windows were large, and their panes were 
not intersticed, as in general, by wire divisions 
at every hand's'hreadth; and the size of the crim- 
son cloth, which covered entirely the apartment, 
gave accommodations for a numerous society of 
guests. These points marlied the taste of their 
Excellencies as far as comfort was an object, 
bat when the cnrtain which screened the door 
of the apartment was drawn aside, a young 
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Greek girl entered with a silver chancer in ber 
hand (on vhich was coffee, in cnps of the same 
metal) wbo confirmed, beyond further doabt, 
their capacity for selection. She was dressed 
in the Moreote costume: a small red fesh,(°) 
which sat lightly on her head, encircled 
almost entirely by thin gold lacings, shewed to 
advantage her rich auburn hair, falling in pro- 
fusion over a pherinili, which, on eorte^s, C) 
she took care should be of gold, while its long 
sleeves, full only at the bottom, shewed to 
perfection the rounded arm and the white taper 
hand, with nails as yet unpolluted by the Henna's 
dye: her jubbefe was elegantly embroidered, 
and beneath it her naked feet, defended by 
small red papouizi, were but partially hidden, 
at timesj by rich silken drawers, banging over 
them while she walked, as though envions of 
their fairness. When she had presented her 
coffee to the president, and to those whose dig* 
uity claimed the first homage, she moved to- 
wards Nastuli ; and no sooner did her laughing 
eyes detect his, transgressing on her charms, 
than a momentary blush suffused her counte- 
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□ance, quickly succeeded, however, by a curve 
of the pretty lip, and an arch vivacity of ex- 
presBJOD, which seemed to say, " yon have erred 
against the customs of the coantry in regarding 
me." Although Nasluli acknowledged infer- 
nally the claims of the fair Caphidgee (") to ad- 
miration, be observed too that she herself was 
well aware of tbem ; and, partly from a pride 
which forbade his acknowledging, so quickly, 
her ascendancy — partly from a desire of seeing 
whether a slight disappointment would not 
heighten the beauty of her features, he deter- 
mined that she should be thwarted of her mead 
from him. Calling, therefore, to liis aid all the 
stoical feeling be could summon, for the purpose 
of subduing his susceptibility, he received, with 
as much indifference as though the oldest of his 
Vlachos had proEferred it, the cofiee from the 
hands of the fair attendant, who administered it 
with a smile more intelligent than she had given 
to any others around. So well did he succeed in 
his resolution, that be let ber stand in waiting for 
the silver cup, and relurued it without an emo- 
tion — surpassing in fortitude the unrufiQed Pre- 
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sident, tbe diplomatic Mavrocordato, aod 
twenty others, piqaing themselves on the com- 
maod of their muscles ; who, nevertheless, bad 
scalded their mouths and dropped their filgaci, 
from the influence of a glance not half so cap- 
tivating as that which she threw upon tbe young 
Capltano, without success. Astonished at be- 
ing foiled io her endeavoars for a conquest, 
which she had imagined would have been vo- 
luntarily ceded to her, even before requiring it, 
a tlusb of anger came over her, which gave 
place to an expression of dUdain, and she left 
the apartment, wondering what sort of being;s 
were the Franks ; and vowing that, spite of 
his apparent obduracy, the roughaess of his na- 
ture should be moved by her. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



' Of all the phrenzies 
Wbich tcXlcfw flesli and bloody 
The moftt ridicaloua is to &wn on woman. 

MiddletoH, 



As the fiiir Caphidgee left the apartment, Nas* 
tali endeavoured, bntin vain, to keep his thoughts 
from following her. Mayrocordato, whose eje 
nothing escaped, observed the ilnpressions which 
she had made. ''. Yonr heart, my young sir," 
he said, addressing him, *^ is as susceptible, I 
see, as that of others, but take care of it, for 
if every pretty cocona (^) in Greece can wound 
it, I fear that in a very short time no remedy 
will be effectual, for they are all too cruel to 
heal a pang which they have inflicted; and 
Caterina is still more so than the rest.'' ^^ Your 
Excellency has doubtless a discernment too 
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keen to be refnted," replied Nastali, vexed at 
perceiving that the one transient glance which 
he sent after her. as she left the room, had given 
the supposed right to others of forgetting all 
the stoicism wbicli he had assumed so long — 
" otherwise, I should have assured you that 
both my manners and my sentiments have been 
cqoally unmarked by any particular regard to- 
wards the Caphidgee :" " and yet she merits 
one," continued the Prince, " for few Moreotes 
are prettier or of better blood. She has too her 
vineyards and herhouses, if the Virgin be pleased 
to spare to her the land they lay on." 

The indifference wbich bad been suggested 
to Nastnli at first, from tbe feeling of the mo- 
ment, now strengthened, from the raillery of 
tbe Prince ; and allhougb every day he saw 
her, and many times found himself alone with 
her, he avoided, by tbe most dubious expression, 
even conveying to her the idea that he was con- 
scious of her presence. Caterina, who, like the 
generality of coquettes, conceived a penchant 
for this obdurate guest, in proportion as bis re- 
serve towards her iooreased, still aimed at 
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thawing the firost which as yet only began to 
eDcruat his temperament. She had a Uttie bro~ 
ther, a boy of twelve years old, fair as herself, 
and above all, vho loved her. To this &ae lad 
Nastnli could not extend his neglect, but paid 
his share towards spoiling him. He would sit 
at evenings upon bis knee, reading aloud little 
fairy tales in Greek, and laughing, with the 
archness of boyhood, at the comments which he 
extracted from the young Anglus. Amidst 
these fairy tales he would now and then break 
out on other subjects, and would teaze hiia 
in snch a manner, about the Franks and their 
odd ways, as gave unequivocal testimony to the 
latter that he had takeu his tutorage of late 
from the laughing Caterina, 

The mansion of the President, however, with 
all its attractions, did not induce Nastuli to 
forget his American friends, in their wretched 
konaki on the suburbs. He wondered too 
why the communicative Simpkins had uot yet 
sought him. Mounting his misnri, and fol- 
lowed by his soldiers, he took the road to- 
wards the quarters of the Philhellenes. After 
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pursuing the course of several small streamlets, 
which flowed through the streets near the su- 
burbs, from their connexion with the water-fall 
by the castle, they arrived on a rocky moiuid, 
where, amongst several wretched hats, with va- 
riously deviced banners, waving through their 
portal, he descried at length the standard of 
Baltimore, and afterwards the General him- 
self, seated outside on his old black capote, and 
laying down the law, as was his wont, to three 
or four of bis dirtiest Palicari ; while Staunton 
was firing his pistols at a mark, and lowering his 
brow, as he found that only three shots out of 
the four had lodged where he bad intended that 
ibey should be. Both discontinued their occq> 
pations to meet the visitor who approached : 
Staunton took his baud, and led him without 
ceremony into the den. Considering the sup- 
posed influence of Baltimore over Mavrocor- 
dato, Nastuli conld not refrain from marvelling 
that not more productive had been the fruit of 
it : for the konaki which he entered, and which 
the American extolled as a " most commodious 
one, though to be sure a little cold^" to s&y the 
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truth, deserved the latter term. Tbrough the 
broken lattice vbich once in better days had 
screened the dilapidated hovel, blew freezing 
gnstsfroin the mountains — their force unabated 
bj a single pane — so that the visitor was fain to 
wrap his capote well around him, to secure him- 
self ill part from its inclenieocy. One of the 
ragged disciples of Baltimore perceiving this 
act of effeminacy, and imagining' that the new 
Capitano intended taking his abode there, con- 
Boted him with the observation, that the quar- 
ters would soon be abandoned for the hills, aud 
the wind which now discomfited him would be 
needed before long to refresh his frame, for that 

I the President in three days was to resume his 
inarch for Navarene." Baltimore interrupted 
with a sigh this remark of the credulous Greek, 

I for he was an old Hellene, and knew well that 
Conduriottis, once housed in Tripolizza, would 
t remove till he were forced from it. This 

' reflection brought with it others of a gloomier 
nature, and be no sooner awoke from his re- 
verie, than, forgetting bis promise to Staunton 
for this day to spare the old woman from her 
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voBted toils, he inexorably commanded that 
she ahould besotight, and, spite of the snows 
which lay thickly on the hills, be sent for the 
procuring of some wood, to dispel the rigors of 
the blast, and to restore mirth to those who 
lacked of it. The cruel mandate had no sooner 
been issued than a loud lamentation was heard, 
and the old woman herself, attended by her 
daughter, whose tears she thoaght might be 
more availing than her own, entered with a 
supplicating air, and stood up before the Ge- 
neral. Baltimore, although a trae Vlacho in 
all points of compunction wherein old women 
were concerned, bad yet a spice of chivalry ia 
his nature, on the first introduction of a young 
girl, whose eyes looked into his for pity; re- 
laxing, therefore, somewhat of bis obduracy, he 
consented to allow the old matron to tell the 
tale she was preparing for him, determining, 
nevertheless, not to swerve one tittle from his 
ultimate intentions. Of this permission she 
availed herself, with as much coherence as her 
sighs and sobs would allow her, " She had been 
out," she began, " ever since break of day, to 
o2 
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procure Wood for his valorship — (not a word of 
whicli Baltimore belicTed)— and was continuing 
her searcb a long weary wav beyond llie village 
of Sfen6, when her danghter, who had been 
married a few days since to a peasant of Tri- 
cofa, ran towards her, crying bitterly, and led 
her to the foot of a monnt, where she perceived 
her husband lying withont motion on the gronodi 
and a donkey, well laden with faggots, by his 
side: he had been frozen, she continued, antt 
all in the service of his excellency, since for 
him alone be had carried out the donkey." A.b 
she finisbed her doleful account, Baltimore re- 
filled Ilia chibouk, with a countenance which 
shewed that little impression had been made on 
him. First, he did not believe a word of the 
story ; secondly, he knew that, spite of his id- 
crednlity, the old woman must triumph in her 
assertions, because Stenii was too far to send for 
evidence; so that he concluded by anticipating 
an unpleasant night of it, and rating the old 
story-teller at having procured it for him. 
" Wbv did yon not bring bim over on his don- 
old dotard," he exclaimed, " wbile 
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there still were hopes of bis recovery, instead 
of leaving him there, like as, to freeze in 
reality!" Nastuli, whose knowledge of Greek 
fraud was more limited than the General's, re- 
monstrated with him on the craelty of abusing 
the old lady, who stood more in need of 
consolation now that her disasters were ex- 
plained. " My friend," replied the inflexible 
American, " if you lend your ear to Greek 
housewives' tales, your soldiers will often want 
their food in this land of adventure. The du- 
ties of women are, whilst others fight for tlieir 
security, to contribute all that their powers eo* . 
able them towards the sustenance of their np» , 
holders. This old harridan, who shrinks from | 
these exertions, has invented to-day a tale^ 
which you will find repeated a hundred timet ' 
during your march to Isavarene, and then yooi i 
will cease to be an advocate for their evasioQs.'T 1 

The mid-day repast was laid out, to which a|t 
three sat down. Staunton, so rigid in all his | 
precepts, reserved, nevertheless, the unueces-^ 
sary inculcation of them; butbearingand borne, 
lie brought himself down from the sphere. 
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^liiiaccoinmodating at times, of hia sublimilyj to 
tiiat of a sociable fellow, who, without ubaadoD- 
ing the dignity of his nature, told his tales and 
drank his Cyprus altogether as required ; and 

I JKastuli smiled at the whim which had induced 

[ them to conceive so violent a dislike at first for 
each other's society. 

Relarning homewards from the konaki of his 
friends, a crowd collected in the street stopped 
for a moment the progress of his misnri, and 
resisted even the injunctions of his Arab groom 
to give place to his Efiendi. Ve:i.ed at this de- 

i lay, he was beginning to rebuke those who occa- 
sioned it, when Simpkins became discernible in 
midst of them, resisting, with many high- 

[ iounding expressions, the remonstrances and in- 
vectives heaped on him bj a party of Moreote 
soldiers. The dignity which he straggled lo 
assume sat heavily upon his features, and every 
now and then he would anxiously look for some 
opening tlirough which he might escape, before, 
too many collecting at the spot, his importance 
should be destroyed altogether. The subject 
of tLis gentleman's disgust did not long remain 
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a mysfery. Having calculaled on the parse of 
his new friend Xastuli, and hoping to he able 
to support the pristine hononra which he 
boasted, he had determined to revive them. 
Speculating therefore accordingly, be had gala* 
ed to himself, with many assurances of good 
pay, and several glasses of raki, some dozen 
idle old Vlachos, (who had lost their captains) 
for his train. Encouraged at length in his 
hopes of more by the ease with which he had 
acquired those few, he set to work all his'rheto- 
lie to entice others with the same expectancies. 
Unfortunately, however, he had made his ora- 
tory too public ; for some Palicari, who on for- 
mer days had protected his person withont shar- 
ing his purse, happening to overhear him, sur- 
rounded him as he held forth, and claimed, be- 
fore he baulked others, at least his satisfying 
them. 

The forlorn Simpkins was beginning to yield 
to the difficulty of appeasing so many unruly 
petitioners, when he discovered Nastuli, His 
confidence restored by the sight of him whom 
he calculated on, he pushed aside those \ 
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' AieDaced, and ran towards the Pliilhellene with 
a fransport considerably heightened by the cir- 

j tomstances of their rencontre. The soi-disant 
Lara conld not, however, immediately resume 
his wonted effrontery and nonchalance — it re- 
tanied to him only, when after having looked 
steadfastly on the countenance of Nastnii for a 
considerable time, he could not discern on it 
any traces whii^b argned that he was aware of 
the naturfe of his recent agitations. Restored, 
at length, by a conviction to the contrary, he 
led the way towards the mansion where he re- 
sided, begging Nastuli to enter it with bim, and 
feast his eyes on the bon vivanl within. As 
the latter complied with the wish of Simpkins, 
he felt an nnuaual degree of heat in the atmos- 
phere, which he fonnd was owing (o an immense 
pan of living charcoal, before which lay, dis< 
tended on a rug, the long meagre form of Dr. 
Molton, who visited by his common acquaint- 
ance, the epidemic, and overcome, too, by a fit 
of the spleen, had just been venling it — his 
companion Simpkins being absent — on the 
person of an unfortunate, cat, by applying caOB- 
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tic to its paws, so as to render less frequent Hi 
visits to his canopy. As Nastnli approached, 
the Doctor turned his large projecting eyes full 
upon him, with endeavoars to divine of what 
tribe he was a member, and, donbtin^ whether 
he might not be one of the " spider- wais ted 
generation" sent to tortnre him still further, 
motioned to him, withont spending words, to 
ail down where he would. As he was informed 
of his error,- however, his features relaxed firottf 
their stoical harshness into a smile; and with- 
out any of the pettishnesa of a malade, he 
resigned himself entirely to mirth — excited as 
■well from his anticipations of soon feeding, as 
from the contrast presented to bim in the society 
of Nastuli, (who could appreciate his sallies) to 
the doll sickening romance of the self- conceited 
Simpkins. Though be conversed with the air of 
one who thoroughly enters into the spirit of 
his own sentiments, which were eccentric 
enough, yet wonid he forego at times their 
detail, for the sake of entering into a subject 
more at heart — the hare which was bein^ 
roasted — and giving his injunctions at ti 
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to tt boy who stood near, to issue reg'ular buUe- 
fJDS from the kitchen as to the progress it was 
tnakin^ towards completion. At length it was 
brought in. The Doctor, it was plain, was a 
gourmand ; and the thermometer of bis spirits 
rose so quickly, after the influence held over 
them by the repast, that bis joy shewed itself 
in songs and loud revelry j and the fever, wliicL 
before had tied bim to the rug, now fled to for - 
I getfalness, chased away by the vigour of bis 
f mind. 

It was late in the evening wben Nastuli witb- 
' drew. Heated witb the wine that the choice 
I eompaDy.,qf ttie Doctor had induced him, more 
E than he usually did, to partake of, be threw 
^himself on the couch where their Excellen- 
P eies were accustomed to repose themselves 
I during debate. The large lamp which hung sus- 
' pended from a beam of the apartment, and which 
Was wont to be extinguished the moment that 
' their Excellencies retired to repose, was now, for 
r lome motive or other, suffered still to bum. Nor 
' Was this the only change perceptible from the 
'ordinary ; for a. fine paploma, with its attendant 
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luxuries, was carefully arranged on that part of 
tbe floor which Nastuli used to occupy, for the 
accommodation evidently of some favoured per- 
sonage. Phenomena so unaccocntable as these 
perplexed the mind of the youog Capitano. 
For the lamp, he thanked the unknown who 
had been kind enough to leave it alight, since 
his head, feeling more dizzy than ordinary, be 
might otherwise, perhaps, have strayed ; but when 
he looked on the effeminate accoutrements, which 
his imagination suggested lo him immediately 
as intended for another, occupying the same 
spot whereon his shaggy capote on other nights 
had covered him ; bis temper, which at pre- 
sent was disposed for any shade, became ha- 
rassed by the imaginary preference, and 
resolving that whoever had been the author of 
these novel arrangements should, for this night 
at least, be disappointed in his anticipations of 
enjoyment from them, be threw up the soft bed- 
ding, and laying his capote there in its stead, 
clapped his hands loudly, calling to bis page 
for the pacifying chibouk : no page, however, 
obeyed the summoiis, spite of its frequent repe- 
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titioQ, until at length, wbeo his patieace ex- 
hausted, be was pouring fortti torrents of abuse 
upon the laziness of Cashimir, his chibouk was 
handed to him as he bad willed it, but b; 
Caterina, not bia page. Perceiving his error, 
he started from bis seat with surprise, and 
moved towards the fair Moreote, wisbing that 
she might be a witness to bia remorse for hav- 
ing inveighed against a being so lovely as her- 
self. But the fair Capliidgee receded as Nas- 
tuli advanced towards her, and cheeked the 
speech he would have uttered by laying her 
fioger on her lips and looking hesitatingly 
around, in assurance that silence was neces- 
sary. As she perceived the disordered pa- 
ploma, she smiled, and pointing to it, asked 
Nastali, with a low voice, " why he bad refused 
it?" Her eyes were fixed on bia reproachfully, 
and forgetting, in the sweetness of their expres- 
sion, all the defiance he but yesterday had vowed 
to her attractions, he seized her band, and would 
have carried it to his lips, but her countenance, 
before playful, changed suddenly its hue ; a look 
of anger and shame struggled with her features 
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and disturbed tbem, while, as thoagb d 
tomed to so near an approach, and repenting at 
having broaght it upon herself, she disengaged 
her hand from its retainer, and fled hastily froia 
the apartment, leaving Nastuli in incertitude as 
to the reality of her appearance : but the emo- 
tions she left behind soon convinced him that 
it had been do dream. " Can this be affection 
for me 1" he asked himself, as the last shuffling 
of her slippered feet ceased to be diatinguished, 
" Can she have thought my shaggy coverlid too 
rough, and have wished to make my stumbera. 
better l If such be her aim then, she has gain- 
ed her point, and vanquished me entirely ; for. 
how can I longer cease to acknowledge the fas- 
cinations of a being so lovely in herself, and who, 
soaring far beyond all feelings of pique, has 
shewn an interest for my comfort that not a sin-* 
gle vlacho in my train would have done for me?"i 
No longer now did he determine to forget her 
beauty, her simplicity, her kindness ; and, above 
all, the pleasing eccentricities of her manners 
held up the pre-eminence to which she was en- 
titled, beyond the power of whim to refuse it to 
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her. Fatm^ was forgotten in a moment ; she la- 
deed bad at first attacked his heart, but her at- 
tacks, not sapported by after incident, were of a' 
natare superficial and ondecided. For what en-. 
coiiragemeQt,saveashot,yhichbrokeoffallhopeS' 
of future intercourse, bad ever been given him 
to love her? She was beautiful, to be sure, but: 
too mild in her glance, too reserved in her de-. 
meauor, possessed of too little coquetry withal, 
to fix the affections of one to whom every thing 
in life seemed new and enchanting, and nothing 
of worth, save what was dearly purchased. 

The young Caphidgee, then, from being more: 
indefinable, held greater attractions for one< 
whose ideas were thus framed. Her image was 
ever foremost in his dreams, and he awoke from 
tiiem full of gratitude to her who had procured 
for him the visions with which he bad been 
blest. As the coffee was brought to him by the 
same fair attendant, and his trembling hand re- 
ceived it from the chancer, his countenance be- 
trayed her ascendancy ; but how great was his 
surprise to find on her's a perfect indifference, 
and not the slightest trace by which he mtgbt 
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imagine that her thoughts reverted to the oc- 
cnrreQce of the preceding^ night ! The sang 
froid which he had at first alfected was now 
fully returned by her. Vexed to find hia hopes 
so quickly vanished, he sauntered about, heed- 
less in what direction, until he remembered an 
appointment which he had made with tiis Asmo- 
deus, Simpkins, to follow him to the luvee of 
the most illujitrious Prince Ypsilanti, Their 
way to the abode of bis highness lay through 
the extensive meadow, or rather, plain, on 
which, in former days, bad been situated the 
superb seraglio of Camel Bey. The wall, which 
yet stood, skirting only the ruins, shewed of 
what extent it had been when perfect, while a 
small grove of trees, within the circumference, 
pointed out the spot to which the favourites bad 
loved to retire from the beat of the sun, or from 
the old grandee's too frequent visits, to shade 
or privacy. They arrived at length at a porch, 
at the commencement of a gallery which led to 
the mansion of the Prince, 
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CHAPTEE Xm. 



Oh, tBtmtml of ay soul, wkeit mik'tt tkcm bere ? 



Bavwg. signified their wiUs, a palicar con<fc 

4«cted tkem to the room of state, in which va- 

rimis persoos^ were assembled; but in vain did 

Nast^li endeavour to distiogaisk the Prince 

frofn the rest* .The* profiNmd obeisanoe». how- 

4fyer, made by Simpkios, and a simoltaneoos 

advance towards the canopy, shewed at length. 

where his highness sat. Bat instead of a man of 

majesty and lofty mien, reclined on an elevated 

cooch, and snrronnded by a host of coortiera^ 

whom his liberality had brought thither-— instead 

of such a man as Mastuli had made up his mind 

to see, what was his surprise at the appearance 

of the real Ypsilanti ? Lolling on a sofa, raised 
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scarce a haod's-breadth from the level of the 
floor, sat a little personage, thin aod wad, witb 
a complexion of sickenmg delicacy, clad in a 
rnst-coloured Frank coat, wliicb allowed fall 
scope for the growth of its wearer. His high' 
ness rubbed his eyes, yawned incessantly, and 
seemed altogether displeased at so discoarteona 
an intrasioD. The court consisted, not of a 
concourse of well-selected Europeans, drawn 
round him from admiration of his benevolence, 
and his eacoiiragement of their arts, but of two 
Frencb officers, of rugged aspect and half- 
atarved appearance ; emaciated tike their Ex- 
cellency, and well fitted, as seemed, to attend 
upon him ; for they watched his every motion, 
unmeaning as it might be, and looked witb an 
expression of earnestness on his small grey eyes, 
as he continued rubbing them, in hopes that the 
inflammation which he caused thereby might 
not disturb his temper. Astonished, as was 
^j'astuh, at tbe sudden reversion of all be had 
fancied, he did not fail, notwithstanding, to pay 
his homage to the Prince ; but in the salute, 
coldly and ceremoniously retnrnedbim, he could 
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not he)p revertbg to the oaivet^ and unasaumed 
elegance in which Mavrocordato excelled so 
highly. With the Frenchmen of bis guile there 
seemed bat little chance of converse, for they 
watched the mood of their patron, and were too 
good courtiers to act in any way which might Dot 
exactly coincide with the turn of it. " Can this 
be the man," thought Nastuli, as he took his 
congee of the Prince, " who so often has led on 
the Hellenes to victory ? Can this emaciated form 
be governed by a soul eo great as to make it belie 
its every semblance, and support it on through 
troubles and privations at which the mightiest 
have faltered? Can I have seen, under such a 
guise, that Ypsilanti, whose sentiments of patri- 
otism are so true and deeply placed that no in- 
trigue of man or turn of time can alter them ? 
Yes; this is be, and his exterior unjustly attempts 
to derogate from the feehngs of reverence which 
his merits have a right to claim. It is but na- 
toral to see him now thus indolent and eSemi- 
nate ; a spirit less daring than his would have 
shrunk for ever from exertions, for which the 
only reward has been oppression and contempt. 
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He, on the contrary, only defers them unlil again 
raised faigb enongh in the scale of power to ren- 
der his efforts effectual." This train of reBec- 
tions continued nntil the bustle of the city, to 
which they were approaching, interrupted its 
tenor, when Simpliins, who felt bound to com- 
monicate to several of bis friends the exact state 
of his highaess's pulse and opinions, begged leave 
to absent himself from the side of N^astuli ; and 
left him, attended only by young Cashimir, ever 
constant to the rambles of his master. 

It was now the middle of spring, and Greece, 
ever lovely, is peculiarly so in tliat season. 
Tripolizza looked enchanting — her wide streets 
watered by foontains studded about their centre 
— her avenues open to the fine air from the hills 
around — her cleanliness^and every attribute 
generally denied to Turkish towns, but enjoyed 
here, rendered this city anequalled. Fortunate 
too in only once having suffered by fire, a suffi- 
cient lapse of time had intervened since that 
period for her entire reparation ; and the 
Greeks, working for themselves with au ardour 
which they would never have evinced for their 
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oppressors, bad bo completely effected it, that 
tfae glittering cnpotaa sat again apon the roofs, 
and sparkled in the sun-beam's ray over edifices 
Hiore gaily built than ever. 

At just such a distance from the interior of 
the city, as to preserve its hallowed natare from 
tlie bustle of the multilode, stojd a small 
lciosk('), in all its primitive beauty and perfec- 
tion, on a spacious moss-grovrn court, which tad 
formerly been used as a Turkish burying- 
ground. No hand bad ventured to defile it; 
and its preservation, which taste might have 
claimed with better grace as her work,/a(c had 
eflected, either onaccount of its lonely situation, 
or because so small a thing merited not the 
tronble of destruction. Both externally and 
within its shrine, the same features were retain- 
ed, and it seemed to lack only the itiuezzim (") 
on its dome, to be again the mosque it had been. 
■No wretched Arab, expiring from neglect or 
disease, propped, eis in NapoU, his feverish 
frame against the carved pillars which upheld 
it. The groan of suffering and the curse of 
hopelessDess, were both stilled here ; every thing 
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aronnd it was calm and lorely, — and one would 
liave deemed all nature in a trance, save for 
some gloomy cypresses wliicb, ranged in a 
cluster around a marble cistern on the burying- 
gronnd, and lightly moved by the breeze, 
seemed Inlling into still deeper repose the dead 
who lay beneath them. 

Resolved to devote himself wholly to the 
mood which a scene so delicious inspired, Nas- 
ttili sent away his page Gushimir, and to his de- 
partarc succeeded the manifold fantastic visions 
which are apt to lead tlieir dance about a fancy 
youthful and tending to romance, Amongst 
these, love, of course, was foremost, " What a 
strange passion it is," thought he ; " how many 
work themselves to delirium from the infjuence it 
has over them, and find at last that they are laying 
nnder the mercy of a caprice ! But Caterina, — 
can she have deceived me ?" The incidents of 
the preceding night crossed his brain at this 
crisis, with all the singularity attached to them. 
SafBcient encouragement, he felt, had been 
given him to imagine that he was not held by 
her in a light altogether tndtflerent, yet still the 
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extraordiDary noDchalanoe with which she had 
treated Iiim in the morning, the absence of every 
feeling, in expression at least, which might bave 
^roDiided the hopes he had cherished, discon- 
certed all his fond calculations. " She does 
not love me then !" he continued in thought, 
" she only aimed to impose her intlaence on me, 
that I might see my own weakness in giving 
way to it. This being, so attractive in appear- 
ance, is of no more substantial worth than other 
things ; and the halo of innocence, which seems 
to shed its glow over every feature, instead of 
emanating from a corresponsive intenial, pro- 
ceeds only from a soperiority of art which ena- 
bles her, on occasion, to assume it." 

This severe decision, however, on the charac- 
ter of the fair Cnphidgee, like most otherii 
wherein inclination bears no part, was no sooner 
made than altered ; and far from arranging bis 
ideas one whit the more with regard to his feel- 
ings towards her, he could merely collect, as the 
result of all his reasonings, that a chain, as fo- 
reign to him in lextnre as it was forcible ia its 
materials, was binding his affections each hour 
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more stiongly to the langhing Mureote, whose 
nature seemed so straDge; and bis ideas re- 
verted with sorrow to that period, when be bad 
held, as the greatest of all miseries, the vacancy 
which his heart maintained, aod had been fain ta 
substitute some imaginary being from the loss 
vhich he felt for a real one. This vacancy, 
aiaat was now supplied ; and he was fearing 
for the smiles or frowns of her who filled it so 
tyrannically^ when his capote fell over the side 
of his shontder, and his name was pronounced 
in an under tone. Starting suddenly at the 
sound, and turning his head towards the part 
from whence it had issued, his eyes encountered 
the person of Spirro, the young brother of 
Cateriua, who had been amusing himself with 
regarding the sombre hae which Nastuti had 
assumed during his sentimental soliloquy. He 
was drest in a rich holiday suit, which bore 
all the trappings of an Albanian Palicar 
about it. " Alone here at such a time I" ex- 
claimed the boy, " you might be better em- 
ployed just now, methinks, elsewhere." The 
arch expression of his eyes, as he pronounced 
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emphatically the latter part of bis obseryaf 
tioD, excited tbe attention of the listeoen 
" Where should I be better," asked Nastulit 
" on the water or in the muddy streetB ?" " Nay, 
for that, the streets are not so muddy," retorted 
Spirro; " or if they be, there is another road 
wbich will guide you home, without your beiDg* 
obliged to pass through tbera. It is a feaat 
day, and Caterina is alone"— —" Spirro !" ex- 
claimed Nastuli, whose very soul dwelt on the 
boy's words, " tell me, how did yon find me 
here ! You cannot see liither from your laUices. 
"Were you then sent for me 1 Speak, my dear 
little Spirro, and you shall ride my mistiri, and 
throw my djhereed at every body that comes in 
your way." But even this bribe had lost its 
force on the obdurate heart of Spirro, and the 
arch lad, seeming to exult in the perplexity 
he bad cansed, with the swiftness of a youn^ 
antelope fled from farther demands. Hue- 
Tying on, with all the speed which his incli- 
nation could lend him, \astali made bis way 
through the nearer path which had been 
pointed out as leading to the mansion of Ca- 
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terina. Instead of sharing witli the other fe- 
males the recrealioD which the feast-day per- 
mitted — nay, almost enjoined them to take part 
in, she was standing in solitude at the lattice, 
with her eyes fixed oa the church of San 
Greorg^, from whence numbers were swarm- 
ing, edified, no doubt, by the mass which had 
been performed there. Her expression was 
divested of its usual haughtiness, and an air, 
rather pensive than severe, had usurped her 
fair brow. Xastuli construed the change into 
an omen happy for himself, and determined not 
to delay until her present mood should have 
gone by, he eluded her notice by an artifice, 
and entering the corrldore, opened the latch of 
her apartment, and re-closed it, scarcely daring 
to breathe. So deeply was she abstracted, how- 
ever, by her meditations, from all share of what 
was passing near her, that she did nut perceive 
bis approach ; and it was not until, gliding 
close to her form, he seized the hand which 
rested suspended by her side, that sbo started, 
and looked on the intruder. She was preparing, 
nith an exclamation of terror and surprise, to 



leave precipitately her apartment, but Nafitnlf, 
stiil retainiDg his hold, besought her, at least, to 
hear him. 

Pity seemed to have checked her former de- 
termiuatiun. " How came you hither f" she said, 
in a tone, and with a look which she endea- 
voured to make severe ; " do you not know^ 
that if my parents were to hear of your intru- 
sion, I should be treated with the utmost 
rigour? I^eave me, for the Virgin's sake! and 
do not disturb my peace un profitably." Loth 
to comply with the fair Caphidgee's request, 
and pressing her nnresistlng hand to his lips, 
Nastuli assured her that her mother and guar- 
dians were at a distance, and that Heaven alone 
would be a witness of their interview. 

Caterina smiled. " No earthly power," she 
inquired, " has brought yon here ! No wish, 
but that suggested by purity itself, has intro- 
duced you thus before me f Remain then, if 
such he true, and tell me in a word, what Is it 
you require of me V This demand, not unmiKed 
with a share of irony, by the utter compo- 
sure which marked it, succeeded in depriving 
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Xastiili of all hia resolutions. He felt his pow- 
ers leave him, and was nearly about to fly the 
field, wbeti his fair antagonist came to his sup- 
port. Seating herself on the Turkish carpet 
which covered her apartment, she beckoned him 
to do the same, and with au air, from its play- 
fnlness best adapted to reassure him, she again 
repeated her last inquiry. " Unchain me my 
aflections, Caterina," sighed Nastuli, "if yon 
really are such a novice as to ask me what I 
need : lind means to restore me, by withdraw- 
iflg your influence ; or, if you will not undo 
what you have wrought, the only redress which 
remains for me to crave is, that you will give 
me a place in your heart, unless it uow heat for 
auoUier." 

" Do the Franks always run on tlius?"askpd 
Caterina, passing through her taper fingers her 
lung flowing hair, which needed, however, no 
adjustment ; " or is this only their custom when 
they happen to find a Greek girl for their lis- 
tener ! The love which inspires your race must 
indeed be much stronger in its elfects than that 
p 2 
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which we feel, when an acquaiutancesliip of ei 
few days can produce so violent a rbapsody I" 

But Caterina maintained no longer the tone 
of exaltatioa with which tihc had hitherto 
taunted tlie feelings of the stranger; it died as 
she concluded, uud while she cast down her 
head, she but ill endeavoured to bide from 
the quick eye of Nastuli a tenderness which 
beamed in her's. "Dearest Caterina," said the 
young Capilano, redoubling' bis prayers as tbe 
moment seemed so favourable ; " sulTer not the 
only passion 1 have ever known, and tbe 
strongest I bad ever feared could prey on me, 
to torment me thus hopelessly, when in your 
breast lies tbe only remedy which may ever 
counteract its sad effects. You have treated 
me with reserve hitherto, because yoti have 
been ignorant of my feelings ; not, I am sure, 
irom dislike : but now that my confession is ex- 
torted, put confidence in my sincerity, and do 
not blight, by a denial, the fondest hopes I 
ever had encouragement to indulge in." 

The cheek of the Moreote for a moment chiing- 
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ed Us dye; but the criinson tint soon iletl. 
" WIiateiicourag'einent,"sLe asked, in a manner 
most perplesin<r] V unconscious, " wbat kopes 
have I ever given you, unleKs," she con- 
tiaaed, after an instuntnneous pause, " the 
events of the other night Ate those which yout 
valonrsbip (') reverts to ; if so, your thankii afe 
due to my mother, and not to myself, for any 
better repose yon might have experienced." 
As she finished this cruel explanation, and put 
Nastali to ihe blush for the fond visions the 
mistake had procured, she looked stedfastly 
upon him, to observe how its bitterness had 
been borne. None of the dilTidence which 
bad ruled her at first, interfered at the pre- 
sent to induce her to withhold her glance; she 
seemed willing to probe that heart for whose 
sickly state he had appealed lo her, and to see 
whether, despite of herafTected iuditfereuce, it 
would persevere in beating for her as it had 
done. But when she beheld the expression of 
real sorrow depicted on his features, and pride, 
the only passion opposed to it, unsaccessfully 
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stmggliDg to chase it away, Cateriua seemed 
lialf willing to relent. 

** You would have me love you then ; is 
it not sof she demanded, with an air less, 
wanton than her former ; '* supposing I should 
tell you that I do, it will increase, no doubt, 
your vanity, but it will add little, very little, to 
my repose; you wish to boast of having easily 
gained a prize — to sport with my feelings in. 
pampering your own — and then you would 
leave me to mourn over my folly in having con- 
fessed an attachment to one who has not suf- 
ficient stability to appreciate its worth. If you 
love, you must wish to possess me, and yet your 
Palicari are at this mpment in readiness to 
escort you on your march V* 

This appeal, not wholly unmixed, he thought,, 
with tenderness, drew a sigh from the breast of 
the young Phithellene, whilst it recalled to him 
the history of Papa Yauni, and the enervating 
wiles which had sunk him in the midst of his 
glory. Snares still more intricate than those which 
entrapped the priest, were now being spread foip 
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llie young Capitano ; a moment's reflection, how- 
ever, fixed his resolves, for, as liis haad wandered 
by chance over the pistols wbich Iiis belt con- 
tained, his mind reverted to the cause for wbich 
they had been placed there, A momenthe strug- 
gled with his feelings ; then decided. " Cate- 
rina," he replied, " if you desire to make a trial 
of my afTectioo, put all proofs on me, save those 
which may affect my honour. But in my esteem 
for you, the land of your birth is doubly dear to 
me. To look on, then, with indifference wbilst 
oppressors are despoiling it, would be to merit ] 
no share of your affection; bat, on the contrary, 
to belray a want of feeling, the conviction of 1 
wbich would be so strong as to deny even yooc j 
embraces to bush it." 

Nastuli said no more, but hastened fromr 
her side, fearful lest all his good resolntions 
should melt away, were he to endure another 
glance from her espressive eyes; but Cate- 
r!na, who had been silent hitherto, perceiv-i I 
iiig bis intentions, placed her small band upwk 
his shoulder, endeavouring to withhold him. 
The attempt, aiJad by a gentle remonstrance* 
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was irresistible, and the yonn; Capitaoo suf- 
fered btmseir to be drawn upon the Ottoman 
once again, by tlie side of Ibe interesting Mu- 
rcote, who, for a short space, remained bnried 
in thought. " Listen to me, Nastuli," she said 
at lenglli, drawing towards him, and enclosing 
ber hand in Lis ; " My father was killed in war ; 
niy broUier, and a cousin, whom I dearly loved. 
Think ye then that I would for a moment strive to 
theckjonr resolutions to avenge them.' I now do 
esteem you. Forgive me then my former levity ; 
and use your sword, not your sighs, for that 
best fits the time, whilst I pray fervently to the 
Loly DesSna('J for your safety wheu yon are 
away." 

The eyes which were bent on Caterina with 
the wild sparkle of joy, awiikened by this con- 
fession, were suddenly diverted from their ob- 
ject to onotlier far less welcome, in the shape 
of a young Greek, with gold phermeli, and well 
burnished pistols, togclbei^ with a long string 
of amber comboloia(^) depending from his 
baud, which pronounced bim a pretender to the 
mode. Irritated at an intrusion as nnwelcome 
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as Dnexpected, Nastuli disengaged himself from 
the hold of Caterina, and darted a look of sullen 
indignation upon the intruder; the latter, how- 
ever, smiled, and approaching; him nearer, seized 
his arm affectionately, disclosing at the same tim^ 
the features of Demetri, whom be bad thought 
far away in the besieged town. By the nature 
of the salute which the young Greek made to the 
fair Moreote, and the utler ease which marked' 
his address towards her, it was not difficult to 
discern that their acquaintanceship had not 
commenced to-day ; the blusb, too, which 
had overspread her features on his first entry, 
fled quickly before his mirth, and many mi- 
nutes had not elapsed till all the little talea 
and scandal of the city were introduced upoQ 
the tapis," and discussed with humour. To 
these Nastnli paid but slight beed ; the idea of | 
a rival, nay (for aught he knew) an affianced, 
scorched his brain, and converted his farmer 
lone of affection towards Demefri into the cold 
air of dislike. To the joy expressed by the 
young Greek at their rencontre, he replied with 
perfect phlegm: there was a mystery coaaected j 
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with his appearance, at a moment so little 
counted on for the event, that disconcerted a^ 
much as it staggered him. 

No subject of interest, he was well aware^ 
could be resumed in the presence of a trouble- 
some intruder : glancing, therefore, a look of 
reproach on Caterina, for having dissembled 
towards him, and saluting Demetri with a '* long 
life to you," as coldly expressed as he could 
contrive to make it, he left the apartment 
wherein his vows had been uttered and ex- 
changed, with a heavier heart and bitterer feel- 
ings than he had anticipated for his share. But 
in these he was not permitted to hold a long in- 
dnlgence> for Demetri, who had guessed from 
his manner the suspicions which haunted him, 
stood in his pathway, and grasped his hand. — 
" Nastuli,*' he said, " I had hoped, on our part- 
ing at Napoli, that although we might be re- 
united inore speedily than either then expected^ 
our meeting would not have been a source of 
disquiet." 

" You mistake me entirely, Demetri," re- 
plied Nastuli, half ashamed at his weakness 
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Iteing discovered; " tliis sudden rencontre caii- 
not make me otherwise than happy; only — 

" Caterina, yon would say, is it nut so, my 
friend J" rejoined Demetri. "She, although 
innocent, has not the less been the means of 
damping youc sentiments towards me. Rest 
composed, however, if no weightier afflictions' 
be your's, for she is my cousin, and I will be 
your confidant," 

The wound which had begun to rankle within 
the bosom of NasCuli was healed as soon as 
probed, and he strained to Lis breast, in an 
ecstasy of joy, the faithful leech who had so 
opportunely administered to him. He now felt, 
for the first time, that he really loved, for his 
emotions were so delightful on finding himself 
undeceived ; and the friend, for the very troubles 
he had given, was dearer to him on their re- 
moval than ever. Demetri rebuked him gently 
for his first distrust, then rallied him upon the 
good society into which he had contrived to in- 
sinuate himself, adding, that it was a stroke of 
fortune, with which few Franks bad been bless- 
ed before him. 

" Our Greek women," he observed, " do nut 
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admire the poiots about Uiat nation for wbichi 
by their fair compatriots, they are generally 
esteemed. The race of Hellenes are more 
staid io their habits and ideas, and in their 
observance of every custom, as well as esti- 
mation of every taste, are too glaringly op- 
posed to those of Franliestau, ever to be brought 
to accord with them. On proposing to a Frank 
lady, for example, previous to betrotbiog her, 
you are demanded what you have to spend, 
and a thousand similar obstacles, proceeding- 
from this barter for interest, start up to oppose 
your union. Not so with us. If I, with what 
God may have given me, can exisi, can have 
my pilaw to eat, aud only want a young house- 
wife to share it with me, my wish is gained 
without a preliminaiy, and the pretty Hellene 
becomes mine. For yourself," continued De- 
metri, " were I to inveigh against the Franks 
for an eternity, not a curl need appear upon 
your lips ; for though you were to swear to me 
on the leaves of the sacred EvangeliDn,(^) that 
yoD are a member of their tribe, you must hold 
me pardoned even if I should disbelieve you." 
Demetri finished his satire against the 
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Flanks, which Le did not fail, however, to re- 
commence as often as some dejected outcast, 
clad in a time-worn jacket, fitted by gaesswork 
to its wearer, and a pair of pantaloons, which 
had acquired hoes so many and various as to 
render their colour more difficult to decide on 
than the cameleon's, would happen to saunter 
Hear them, engaged in a discourse as gloomy 
as his own northern dime. The intimacy 
which had formerly existed between the two 
companions became redoubled on its re- 
newal. Nastuli disclosed all bis secrets, from 
the tale of the fair Turk, to his interview with 
the playful Caterinu; and whenever their 
sports at the djhereed were given over for the 
day, or the rude Palicari dance abandoned, 
Demetri would charge himself with rendering 
to his interesting cousin fair reports of his 
friend's aSectiou, and of restoring to him in the 
morning some little token of an encouraging 
nature, to tell that Caterina loved him in re- 
turn, One favour only his whole frieudship 
was incapable of procuring — another interview. 
The old matron was in the way ; the secretaries 
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on tfie corridore, or else Caterina herself, was 
out — were the answers which Nastuli used to 
receive whenever he nrj^ed it: yet Demetri 
consoled him even in this disappointment ; and 
the rich variety of character which every suc- 
ceeding day developed itself in the society of 
the young Hellene, and the sincerity which 
appeared to reign in his every utterance, by 
awakening new charms in the imagination, pre- 
vented that despondency which otherwise would 
have fallen on a young lover, deprived of the 
society of his mistress, at the very moment after 
having &rst experienced its sweets. 
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— : No, 'til ilnnder, 

WboM edge u ihaiper tban die Bword. 



CouRiSRt!, on their panting steeds, were daily 
pouring in, nith tidings of evil import from Na- 
vareiie ; disembarkments were being elfected 
from the Egyptian fleet at Modon and Coron, 
without even a shew of resistance from the 
Greeks. The Hydriole ships were not to be 
found, althoogh no storm had dispersed them. 
The determination of previously receiving pay, 
and the money notwithstanding being wilh- 
hotden them, was the alledged excuse for their 
inaction ; but a still weightier motive than this 
prevented (heir conenrrence — the safety of their 



asp SKETCHES OF ''■ 

own island, wliicli, in ibe opinion of iLe Presi- 
dent and of tlifjse primates whose lands were 
fairest, needed its habitants npon it at thin 
crisis more tlian ever. As for Couduriotlis, the 
weallier was rainy and cLill, and a thousand 
inconveniences likely to fall npon himself and 
suite in braving its effects at present. Urged 
on the one side by the contemplation of this 
evil to remain ivbere he was — on the other, by 
the thickening clamours of the popnlace to head 
his army and march — he had recourse, as usual, 
to the potent brain of Mavrocordato to plod for 
bim in his dilemma. The Prince himself feiG 
staggered, for he, no more than his excellency 
the President, had wished to exchange his pole- 
mical orations beside the kindling pan for true 
manual practice in the field, just at a time when 
affairs looked so badly. The result of his deli- 
beration, then, was (me suggested at last when 
all other schemes had fled him. Amongst the 
Carbonari, several of whom acted as institntors 
of the tactic corps, was an eKpericnced youngs 
Nea|>olilan, who once had fought under the 
etandard of Buonaparte, and who now thirsted 
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for an opportaDity of refreshing those laurels, 
which were fast withering in ihe ejes of his 
owu countrymen, from Ibe blast shed arouad 
them by his proscription. On this individnal 
did MavTOcordato fix, as the one best calcu- 
lated, by his disinterested bravery and superior 
military talents, to stem the tide which himself 
fdt inadequate to oppose, and to stop for a 
while the mnrmurs of the people. Collenio, 
therefore, he determined to dispatch as head 
engineer, with a body of raw tactics under his 
command, and orders to throw himself into the 
castle. This enterprise, oonsidering the num- 
ber and tlie quality of the followers allotted to 
bim, was a desperate one, and the order was 
timed accordingly in the way of a request ; as a 
preamble to which were many encomiums on 
the bravery, zeal, and above all, punctoalily of 
obedience in the yonng Italian ; all which ami- 
able qnalities being most suitable to Ihe pur- 
poses of their excellencies, were anticipated of 
course as belonging to him whom they thus ho- 
noured with their command. For comrade to 
Collenio, the government appointed Nicolao, 



388 SKETCHES OF 

tlie same languid youth, who loved to expatiate 
on tjje charms of Vienna, aad who reprobate4 
the unhandsome snows which his brother took, 
pleasure in extolhng. 

Having formerly evioced an ardent desire of 
living in tlie estimation of the people in the 
cheapest way he conld, without exposing his 
person to danger, he had been wont to employ 
his leisure hours at Napoli, in enjoining to a 
body of woe-begone tactics, the duties incum- 
bent on artillerists, with the which the good- 
natured Collenio, by a few previous lessons^ 
had made him supeciicially acquainted. Of hi^ 
theoretical knowledge of this science, Nicolao. 
soon began to boast, but little imagined that he 
was preparing for himself what his nerves were 
so little prepared for — the practical performance 
of it; but so fate ordained, and the summons 
had no sooner reached liim tlian he abandoned 
himself to despair. In vain did he strain his 
eyes wistfully, in vain sigh for his frank friend 
Simpkins, whose nature, less rugged than that 
of others around him, and albeit unnsed to , 
war, wonld melt at bis tales of the continent.) 
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Simpkins had decamped as the first intimation 
readied him of the vigour of the siege, and with- 
ODt bidding adieu lo any, save Nastuli, from 
whom he borrowed a few hard piastres, was 
sparring a brokeu-down mule, in company with 
his factotum Yeorgati, and an old fowling-piece 
for his weapon, towards Gastuni; where softly 
sighed, expecting him, a tall rawboned Turkish 
lady, (be refuse of Seceni's harara. Nicolao 
sighed too, and not less feeUngly, althongh from 
a very different motive. The loss of bis fugi- 
tive friend and confidant was badly supplied by 
hla appointed comrade Collenio. In all points 
of duty inflexible, the latter bad no sympathy 
jnst now for the wbinings of a sentimentalist. 
"Yon see, my friend," he exclaimed, entering the 
apartment of Nicolao, before the latter had re- 
covered from the agitation into which the order 
of march had thrown him, " the dangers that 
threaten us on every side, which are only to be 
averted by onr immediate assistance. Hasten, 
therefore, and obey your summons; collect 
quickly together those who are missing from 
the ranks, and monnt, without delay; to-morrow 
VOL.1. Q 
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night we shall sleep at Calamata, und the fol- 
lowing day, if God speed as, we sball Gad our- 
selves within caonoD-shot of the eDoniy." " So 
soon !" thought the unwilling Nicolao, scarcely 
enabled to suppress the esclamation ; " Let ns 
first, nevertheless, my good CoUenio," be re- 
plied, " partake of some raki, and finish a 
chibouk, and the rain which now patters 
down BO mercilessly will then perhaps have 
ceased. One of my Capitani, too, is indisposed, 
and unless such precipitancy be indispensable, 
would not to-morrow's dawn be better adapted 
for the commencing of our march, considering- 
the lateness of the present hour V The young 
Italian retreated a pace or two, and fixed his 
eyes searchingly upon Nicolao. " Gird on 
your sword. Sir," he said, after a momentary 
pause, " and follow the path I lead you, or else 
return to joor gay balls and soft love whimper- 
ings, as best may suit your will ; only make your 
decision quickly, since I wait for none, Adiea," 
Without attending a reply, Collenio hurried from 
the apartment, moanted his horse, and with 
ninety tacticians, to which number the cowardice 
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ofliis appointed comrade had reduced him, made 
bis way throug;h the city gates, with the pace of 
ooe who wishes to arrive at his place of desti- 
nation. Nicolao, in the meantime, GudJDg him- 
self to be really forsaken, reQected on the con- 
sequence of hia disobedience. Fear for a long 
while atruggled within him, and drowned the 
cries of interest; yet when the thought of his 
father's full purse, no longer open to him, on ac- 
coant of his thwarting, by bis cowardice, tbe 
schemes of that parent, flashed across his mind 
■ — when he foresaw bis tine house at NapoU pos- 
sessed, and bis fashionable conversazione en- 
grossed by some one more concurrent with the 
wishes of tbe government than himself, bis heart 
began to cliug al'ter tlie things whose wreck he 
contemplated, and he bethought him whether 
there might yet be time to amend his error by 
overtaking Collenio, when tbe entrance of tbe 
very Capitano whom be bad asserted to be in- 
disposed, with a repetition of tbe summons, de- 
cided the before wavering Nicolao to obey it. 
Arming, therefore, bis spirits with a filjani of 
rttki, a portion of which be administered to the 
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newly arrived, aa a bribe for consolation in this 
dilemma, he sallied forth, at a swinging pace, 
with one hundred and twenty followers at 
his heels, vowing inwardly to feign sickness 
at whatever village should he nearest to the 
camp, wherein might be collected most wo- 
men, and where, consequently, might be least 
danger. 

Within the city, meantime, disaffection was 
stalking with rapid strides Ihrougb alt ranks 
of the people; who, as dangers increased, 
began to discern with a clearer eye the infa- 
taation which had worked around them, in 
allowing- iheir judgments to be impaired, and 
themselves to be drawn on by leaders, who, 
when the hour of need approached, were the 
first to exchange their professions of zeal and 
resolntion for the extremes of selfishness and 
poltronerie. Colocotroni who,duringthetorpor 
of the nation, had only occasioDally occupied 
I he minds of the people, in the shape of one 
who had been, but who, happily for their indo- 
lence, existed no more, now resumed his former 
empire over their minds. Each sought the 
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emancipation of tbis cliieftain, as his own indi- 
ridnal benefit; and opinions wliich before Lad 
been disseminated in a cautious whisper oa\y, 
were now passed loudly from one to the other, 
until the town rose up in open tumult, and de- 
manded either an immediate march or the resto- 
ration of their leader—under whose banner 
they mi^t figlit once more successfully. In 
vain were protestations had recourse to by 
the president ; in vain did Mavrocorduto swear 
to them that to-morrow should see them beyond 
the gates : the populace were inflexible, and 
the astounding shout of " to-day !" aided in its 
effect by murmurs aud loud menaces, was dis- 
charged from every tongue, absorbing in its deli - 
very ail softer sounds of rhetoric. Despairing of 
ability to quell these tumulls, Conduriottis could 
only guard against their power being increased, 
and accordingly issued orders fur the gates of 
the fortress to be closed. 

Scarcely were they executed, when Balti- 
more, who had been on an excursion to Argos 
for the purpose of completing his own number 
uf soldiers, before muster-day should arrive, by 
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those who felt willing to revolt from their Capr^ 
tani, relumed half starved to the city vallaj 
act^ompanied by Santa Rosa, who had been api 
pointed aide-de-camp to Mavrocordato. 

The American had beea relieving the tedium 
of his march, by joyoas aoticipationB as well 
of the glory which the parade of his new 
enforcemeDt would procure him, as of the 
hoard of olives and caviar which would allay 
his appetite, ilie moment he should arrive at 
the konaki tenanted by his men. Disconcerts 
ed so unexpectedly, and at a moment so ill 
Gtted for the disappointment, he was fain} 
in gloomy mood, to seek consolation from tb^ 
Count, who recommended to him the nsaal 
regime of patience; and seating himself oo a 
damp stone adjoining the citadel, inculcated the 
pursuance of it by bis own example. That 
which contributed to render the situation of tha 
excluded still more irksome, was the preference 
given to those residing; within the city, who 
were suflered to pass freely through the forbid- 
den gate, 90 often as they restored tn the keeper 
a certain mystic scrap, which was pat into their 
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bands by the same vigilant Cerberus, after bis 
first scrutiny of their persons. To nombers of 
tbese individuals did Baltimore raise his voice, 
imploriug them on their return within, to make 
application to the president for bis admittance. 
Each pledged " his father's Ufe" tbat interces- 
sion should be made, and that in half an hour's 
space both be and his Falicari should enjuy their 
liberty ; but notwitbstanding all these promises, 
and the fervour with which they were made, their 
accomplishment seemed ever at a distance; 
when Nastuli, invited by the beauty of the 
eveninjT, therain having cleared away, moimted 
on his Arab charger, and attended by h\a friend 
Demetri, passed through the coveted passage, 
to resume his sports at the djbereed upon Ihe 
plain beyond. Surprised at the appearance of 
a tribe so numerous and swarthy, more strangely 
equipped and more uncouth in figure than the 
Moreotes are wont to be, he stopped for a mo- 
ment to regard them ; and perceiving a tall, 
raw-boned, muscular Arab, with the Bairak in 
his hand, he questioned him as to bis leader. 
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'* EfTeDdi," replied ibe Arab, wiUi a spleaetJc 
wbine, " we belong at tbis momeDt to a Frank, 
but wbetber we sball remaio wilb bim I know 
not; for bis standard is too beavy to carry 
without taiee." (') Tbe lazy Arab bad scarcely 
fiDisbed his account, wben Baltimore perceived 
Nastuli, and faasteumg towards Uinij repre- 
sented, more elaborately, bis coodition. " The 
fellows will doubtless revolt," observed the 
American in conclusion, " since tbey are 
strangers, mostly from the island of Crete, or 
from tbe Athenian coast, and their allegiance is 
only measured by the state of their bellies." 
The accent of Baltimore was so piteous during 
this narration, and the countenance of Santa 
Rosa so silently resigned, that Nastuli entirely 
forgot both Deroetri and the djbereed, and 
sending Cashimir to the bazaar for a supply of 
provisions, with which to restore present peace 
to the murmurers, he turned his horse's head, 
and spurred bim towards the mansion of the 
President, himself to seek for them permis: 
to enter, while Demetri remained in tbe plain 
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for tbe selectiuQ of the spot which might best 
snit their sports oa the yonug Capitano's 
retam. 

On entering, he perceived the brow of Con- 
doriottis to be crossed with care. He was 
discussing with a Dnmber of Hydriotes on the 
modes left for retaining the power of whicli 
others were striung to divest him. Samadorlf, 
the yonng islander, who shone so conspicnoDsly 
in the couverzasione at Kalagris' mansion, was 
the one treated by the President with greatest 
familiarity, and referred to most frequently for 
hb decision; but, strange to say, notwithstand - 
ing all these marks of favour, he persevered in 
maintaining a direct opposition to every argu- 
ment that Conduriottis endeavoured to sup- 
port. Blind to his winks, and deaf to his whia- 
pers, SamadarS* urged, most valiantly, I lit; 
sacrifice of all selfish feehng, by which he knew 
the President to be impelled, and to march 
" straight forward to the field." 

Although convinced that he could Dot well 
have presented himself at a more inauspicious 
moment than the present for obtaining a favour 
52 
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from his ExceRencj, Nastnli tboaght on fhe 
imptttience, nerertheless, with which the result 
of his mission wonld be awaited by those who 
expected to benefit by it, and determined to 
iK^tate no longer^ but calling oot of the apart-" 
Mend the good-natured SanadortP, explained to 
Um ike pnrport of his Tirit. The stoot Hydri-^ 
ote charged himself wiA the embassy, and 
bamg gained, from his obstinate resistance of 
dM P re s iden t 's will, a certain ascendancy over 
dM latter, his Excellency, without suspending 
tte point demanded, acceded to his request j 
and would most gladly have sent out the pe- 
titioner himself, though it had been mach fiur- 
ther> with the illustrious mandate, had not 
another volunteered his services. 

Having thus acquitted himself of the imme* 
diate ol^ect of his return, an impulse, stronger 
even than the calls of friendship, took the 
guidance of his feelings, and directed them to- 
wards Caterina, on whose small apartment his 
gMK chanced to fall, while standing on the 
oorridore. Never since the day on which De- 
metrics presence interrupted them, had he been 
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able to renew his interview witU the fair Mo- 
reote, and lie had even absented himself for 
some days from her mansion, moved by the 
entreaties of her gay cousin, and his love for 
the wild society of his Palicari. Yet had not 
the recollection of her fair image forsakeu him 
during his absence. The softness of her man- 
ner vi\i\ja she had addressed him — the glance, 
more powerful even than words, as she sus- 
pended her utterance — and, above all, the as- 
sarance she had given him of her love, on his 
return to the precincts which contained her, re- 
called themselves more powerfally than ever to 
his sight, or vibrated more loudly in his ear- 
Overcome by the influence of these sensations, 
he laid his trembling hand upon the latch of 
Caterina's apartment. It opened to his touch 
as gently as he could have willed it, and with a 
palpitating heart and uncertain step, be entered. 
The lamp flickered dimly upon the image of 
the Virgin, and exposed to view asmall wooden 
trencher, over which was spread a napkin, giv- 
ing signs of approaching supper; but she for 
whom it was laid out could no where be dis- 
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cerned. Aware of the jealoiiay of the Greeks, 
and fearful of bringing censure apon tlie in- 
mate should he remain longer within her apurt' 
ment, he closed the door as gently as he had 
opened it, and in hopes that the object of his 
search might soon return, paced the corridore 
vith the air of one who awaited only a suitable 
moment for obtaining an audience from his 
Excellency. While in this feverish state of 
anxiety and suspense he listened eagerly to 
every light sound caused by the wind rustling 
through the orange trees in the orchard below 
him, his attention was suddenly diverted by the 
dumonr of some boys, contending vigorously 
for shares in the fruit they had stolen. The 
one most vehement in the assertion of his claims 
to the property, had decidedly the greatest 
right in being so, for the moon shining on his 
features, showed bim to be Spirro, the brother 
of Caterina, and son to the owner of the or- 
chard. Nastnii no sooner perceived him than he 
called him by bis name, and the boy, desisting 
from his contention, obeyed the summons ; not, 
however, with the usaal alacrity which he would 
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show on former occasions in meeting with his 
ofd friend, bat with downcast looks and niea- 
sarod pace, and manner as sad as though the 
bowstring had awaited him on his arrlTali 
" Where is Caterina J" inquired Nastuli, whom 
these signs failed not to perplex. " She is witli 
my mother, Effendi," was the reply. " Can I 
not see her, my little Spirro ':" 

"Impossible!" replied the boy, with a mo- 
tion of impatience, at the delay put on him. 
" And fur why f" 

The interrogated, however, did not stay to 
answer, but placing his hand upon his heart, as 
a token of homage to the young Capitano, be 
left the latter to bis own conclusions, and hur- 
ried back to rejoin his playmates in the garden. 
Nastuli bad scarcely time to arrange bis ideas, 
which had been shaken by the singular conduct 
he had met with, when the fairy form of the 
looked-for Caterina, attended by another female, 
almost equal to her in beauty, presented them- 
selves to his astonished view. But her cona- 
tenance, before wholly animated by the ex- 
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pression lent to it from love, carried with it 
Dov no remDant of that soft pasaloD, but waa 
ttamped wilb tlie traits of baugfbtiness and re- 
I proach — a reproach proceeding from disdain, 
't suQering ; for no Oush oa the fair cheek, do 
I Arooping- of tlie eyelid, as her gaze met that of 
r Vasttili, interposed to chasten its forbidding 
coldness. It si;emed as though loye had been 
L extinguished on the first kindling of its flame, 
I and a contempt for herself at having sufTored it 
I to approach her, suddenly reflected upon Naa- 
I ttili, in whose presence the idea had iirst been 
suggested that such a silly deity held existence. 
She had retreated to her chamber, and closed its 
door, before the young Capitauo could recover 
himself sufficiently to address her. Staggered 
at incidents so strange, he revolved in his mind 
all the circumstances which could have given 
rise to this fitfulness of demeanor ; but Coding 
himself at length totally inadequate to account 
for if, he held it as some fresh caprice which 
the fair Moreote was indulging in, and deter- 
mined to let it wear olf at the instigation alone 
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or ber who had adopted it. Samadorffiaterrnpt- 
ed his musiDgs just as this noble reaolutioo 
Lad been formed, and with a countenance ia 
which joy held empire, told Nastuli that the 
morrow was the day fixed upon for the march. 
" So sad 1" he exclaimed, on observing that this 
intelligence was not received with the same 
rapture in which it had been imparted ; " re- 
gret not to leave Tripolizza, for yon may soon 
retDrn to enjoy it." — " And what will have be- 
come of her then?" bnrst almost prophetically 
from the lips of the yonng Capitano. 

" I warrant there is a love affair at the bot- 
tom of all this," said Samadorf)', talcing bis clue 
from this involnntary exclamation, and eyeing 
Nastuli stedfastly ; " come, tell me all briefly, 
and I swear to you, by the success of my brig 
Miltiades, that your confidence shall harm yon 
none." 

Nastuli, who now lamented at the thoughts 
of a departure, which at any other time would 
have only tended to his happiness, could not 
imagine how, by his own talenta alone, the 
problem which so tormented his mind coald 
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ever be brought to a happy solution. Trustiag, 
tterefure, in tbe inventiou of S am ad or fT for the 
mggeslion of some plan wbich his own brain 
l&boured at fruitlessly, be explained to liim all 
the little events which had tended to bring 
him no inopportunely au desespoir. Sama- 
dorff listened drily to his confession. "Have 
,yon had no love affair before the present!" 
be demanded. *' A slight amour, scarcely de- 
serving of the name," replied Nastuli ; " short- 
lived, and terminated unpleasantly enoagb 
after all the tediousness attendant upon its pur- 
suance. " SamadorfF was evidently compli- 
nienting himself upon his own discernment, for 
his eyes glistened, as tbe answer was returned 
I {liin, with the appearance of complete self- 
I satisfaction. Some elderly matrons, issaing 
from an apartment on tbe corridore, interrupt- 
ed further discussion for the moment, Sa^ 
madorff looked upon these attentively as they 
passed, and motioning to Nastuli to divert him- 
self as best be might until his re- appearance, 
introduced himself, with all tbe nonchalance of a 
swaggering Hydriote, into the room to which 
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the old womeD had retired. After a short time 
he returned. " I will now solve you your mys- 
tery," said he, gaily, " You have many ene- 
mies; nay. all the saints, without exception, are 
disposed to turn their backs on you. Your at- 
tachment, while at Napoli, to an inSdel, or let 
it be, an infidel's attachment to you, together 
with a thousand otbev faux pas which you have 
committed, are things well known and strictly 
noted down here. The old lady is likewise 
Rware that you have held secret conferences 
with her daughter, a sin in Greece hy no means 
to be pardoned. She is pretty sure, however, 
that you are possessed of money, which so far 
detracts from its enormity in her eyes, as to 
bring her to hesitate in deciding whether it be 
or be not delible. As in all points of con- 
science, however, whicli are too weighty for her- 
self to resolve upon, she is wont to consult her 
Papas for his judgment; so, therefore, did she 
lay before him the present; but the rogue of a 
priest having set eyes upon the young lady him- 
self, did not waver long in his decision, but as- 
sured the matron iLat she and ber daughter, and 
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all the issue which might be of either of tbeait 
voulU be damned in torments, {whose severity 
all Ihe candles in the universe conld not miti- 
gate), unless she interdict you for ever from 
holding further converse with Caterina." 

" But surely she is not fool enough lo bt; 
Bwayed by these counsels, to which the bigotry 
of the mother gives credit?" interposed Nas- 
tfDli. 

" For the prejudices of a Moreole," replieil 
Samadorff, " it is really difficult to account, al- 
though, to do her justice, I think that yoar 
amour with the Tuik, and not the imprecalioos 
of the priest, has rendered Caterioa thus sulleo 
towards you. But now to the remedy : I have 
obtained the name of the old lady's confessor, 
and have assured her that he is a man of cor- 
rupted principles, and altogether incapable of 
giving good advice: that I myself have been 
witness to his eating eggs on a fast~day, and 
omit signing his stavro(') on concluding bis meal. 
In a word, I have recommended her a priest, 
better calculated in every way to ease her con- 
science of these rough knots she complains of ; 
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this is no other thaii oar friend Papa Yanni, 
whom forthwith we must summon, that he may 
advise the matron as you would wish." 

The idea was excellent, and a soldier wa^ 
instantly dispatoht^d to the mansion of the priest, 
requesting his attendance i but alas ! the Papas 
had marched the preceding day, and all hopes 
of retrieving the bad fortnne of" Nastnli had 
fled with him, for the time was so short, and 
all were so occupied in preparations for the 
morrow's campaigning, that no other priest conld. 
be found to minister the same kind offices whicb 
Papa Yanni would so readily have performed. 

As night approached, Samadorff, whose ship 
avaited him at Hydra, took his leave of Xastuli,< 
for the purpose of Journeying on towards it, 
wishing bim success, not only in love, but ia 
the war, should it never be liieir fortune to meet 
again. Mastuli betook him to his couch ; but 
the repose he sought for had fled him, and gave 
way to visions of light-headed n ess, flitting in 
every shape before him. Amidst these, Cate- 
rina seemed present, not as a corporeal miiss, 
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but as an unsubstantial, iiitaDgible, tjameless 
thJDg, whicli kept striving to connect itself with 
the seeds of his esislence. lu lliis it half sac- 
ceeded, and only half; yet while he beheld the 
couflict of this shadow, and smiled at the vanity 
possessed by so much weakness, he seemed yet 
to love it for all its impotent struggles. For a 
while his mental eye ceased its infatuation, 
yet its effect tarried with him still, for view- 
ing her now the lovely and the tangible, bis 
ideas were doubly heightened as to the beauty 
of her internal. He rebuked himself for having' 
fancied her capricious, and felt convinced that 
the keen tongne of rivals had been the true cause 
of destroying, by their slanders, the love with 
which she had been well disposed to bless him. 
All was mystery : yet the untowardness of bis 
nature, for this very niyslery which threw its 
blight over the event, urged bim to love Caterioa 
more than ever. His heavy eyelids relieved 
themselves at length by sleep ; but he had not 
long indulged in this blessing, when an unnsnat 
uproar interrupted him in its enjoyment. 
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Shaking; off his capote, and lookiag; around 
him, he perceived the apartment full of the Pre- 
sident's retainers, busy in adjusting their sad- 
dle bag;s, rolling up the carpets, and collectii^ 
their cofTee cups, in hopes that nse might he 
fonnd fur tbem during^ the campaign. Each 
was talking across the other, but little heed did 
any pay to aught save himself. At the farther 
corner of the room sat Mavrocordato,endeaYonr- 
ing, hut in vain, under the cloak of htirry, to 
elude his old tormentors, who beset him, in the 
shape of ancient Capitani, with the word 
" parades" ever uppermost in their discourse. 
Masluli, perceiving that he himself must fain 
take a part in the bustle, or else sulfer the hn- 
miliation of remaining unnoticed, demanded of 
one of the grammatico (^) who seemed most 
busy, the reason of all this ? " For the march !" 
was the only answer he received, while to make 
up for the time he had lost in uttering it, the 
scribe slipt into his own bags a keg of caviar, 
belonging to his less attentive, or more inexpe- 
rienced comrade. 

The room, in fact, was soon cleared, and the 
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peal of a thoosaod donpiiegbia gave warniDg 
tliat the President had commeaced his route. 
Numbers still tamed, whose steeds had been 
monopolized by his IllustriouHness, iind those 
aearest to his persoa, and were now strainiDg 
their eyes eagerly for a mule on which to depo- 
sit their burdens. The very worn-out jades 
which before had been spurned at as too insig- 
nificant to save the shoulders of the vilest 
Arab chiese, were now not only called into re- 
quest, but seized at with avidity by the Must 
considerable of the court. Mastuli, nho bad 
parted with his misuri the day preceding, on its 
having shewn symptoms of lameness, preferred 
trusting to his legs, rather than to owe an igno- 
minious obligation to such beasts as these. 

The country he had to measure was beautifal, 
he well knew, nor did he wish his enjoyment of 
it to be interrupted by such a mode of convey- 
ance as the alternative offered. His society 
too, composed of so many originals, ensured, 
beforehand, the removal of tedium attached to 
tie route, should it threaten to afford any. 

Staunton, whose first day's disgust at their 
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meetiug, was now converted into affection and 
interest, who bore witk all his pecnliarities and 
wtiinis, from bopea in time of correcting them, 
had tempered his natural roughness, that he 
might be tbe better enabled to persaade. Bal- 
timore had preserved bis own horse, spite of all 
the solicitations made to btm to sell or lend it. 

His standard was already raised, and the 
Arab bad borne it through the length of the 
street, before Nastuli followed. One struggle 
yet awailed him : he looked towards the case- 
ment of (be fair Caphidgee, doubting whether 
be might ever look on it again ; fearful of see- 
ing ber, yet wishing for one glance. She stood 
there, and by her side was the same girl who 
bad been with her when they passed the corri- 
dore, with her hand placed on tbe shoulder of 
Caterina, whom she appeared to be gently re- 
proving, if such might be judged from the signs 
she made, (in a Greek woman more expressive 
than words) and from the pouts drawn upon the 
lips of the former. He had not been deceived, 
for in an instant more he could distinguish the 
subject of tbe discourse which the fair com- 
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panion held forth rather vehemently against 
Caterino, for exposing her person too freqaently 
at tbe jalousie, and sometimes even entirely re- 
moving its folds, that the gaze of men might be 
set on her. The little prade, whether from 
jealousy, or whatever other motive it might be, 
vas thus preaching a long sermon about tne bet' 
ter application of her time, when the eye of tlie 
listener met that of tJie young Capitano below. 
The brow was no longer confracfed in disdain, 
but smooth as ever it bad been : at lirst she look- 
ed on bim with an expression of doubt and hesi- 
tation, then the down-cast blush of the penitent 
took possoBsion of her checks. She seemed 
distressed at having slighted him, as her hazel 
eyes besonght him " not to punish her for it hy 
hastening away," He feared to look on her 
more, — but as he retired, with a step which 
longed to return, he heard, though imperfectly, 
the re -commencement of the lesson, which the 
present abstraction of Caterina called for more 
loudly. So irritated did her fair monitor be- 
come at length, that from her quotation of Papa 
Tanni'fl advice, with which she had before con- 
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tented herself^ of being particular in her gaze 
at men, she now took her style from the anathe* 
ma of the snrly old Archimandrite, who, (himself 
crossed in love,) denounced it against her should 
she set her eye on any. One far-strained look 
after the parting ^astuli, and Gaterina obeyed 
the injunctions of h.Qr preceptress in closing 
the forbidden lattice. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Kike tiie eagle he flew, yet he pined like the date. 
Where the croes wkh the cxeicent had atrifie. 



The city gates had been already past by Balti->' 
more and his foUowerSy before Nastali began tb 
aroQse biiaself from the nncompanionable stale 
into which his reflectioos had thrown him. His 
palicariy who could not comprehend their na- 
tarOy but imagined that some evil spirit had en* 
tered him, were in advance with the AmericaDy^ 
irhose mood was more analogous at present to 
their temperaments. Less of a lover and more 
of a man of the world^ the latter was telling 
them loDg tales, never intended to arrive at any 
meaniDg, but merely to gull their imaginations 
and give his nets a right cast for the acquire- 
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ment of popnlarily. Tboogfa in a ducipiinul 
armj one may raminate as be will, wilbcfct dit- 
paragement being made bin, jet bere t^ ca*« 
was qoite altered ; and fhe PaJicari, iodignaRt 
at not having their gay spints ibared ia by tbeir 
leader, already began to murmur at thi* change 
in him from his wont. Natilnli observed th« 
eflect upon tbeir lainds, and felt ashamed at not 
having concealed from the world, who heeded 
them not, hts private emolions: recovering, 
therefore, from his error, he called oat to Bal- 
timore to moderate his nncon scion able pace, and 
redoubled his good fellowship, to make up for 
his former reserve. Though at first this trati' 
quillity was only assumed, the beauty of the 
scene soon gave to it reality, and changed his 
phantasy of lore tothongbts more agreeable and 
better timed. The part of the Morea which 
lay before them, presented to the sight a perfect 
garden of flowers, in all its wild and untended 
beauty. The soft spring breezes made the cli- 
mate enchanting, as the hills near Tripolizza 
were exchanged for the extensive level. The 
spontaneous ground was trampled on by well- 
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armed thousands, and resounded witb the long- 
drawn monotonous harmony of the Albanian 
soldiers ; who, to take oET Trom the weariness of 
Ihe march, sang, or rather bawled, jd chorus 
their proud sougH of Epirus, of days past which 
yet would come agaiu ! to the spirit of which 
was added, ever and anon, the neighing of a 
high-blooded Arab steed — token of their con- 
quest from tlie Ottomans. 

Although these strains, so uncouthly sent 
forth, were utterly devoid of any elegance of 
tone or composition, tbe simpUcity of their na- 
ture, and the spirit of hope which they awak- 
ened, succeeded, nevertheless, in recommend- 
ing them. The present peals of the AlbaniaDs 
struck only envy into the breasts of the less 
hardy Moreoles. The singular vigour of tone, 
— the extraordinary boldness of conception, cha- 
racteristic in the mountain songs of ihe former, 
carry with them, universally, reproach towards 
the latter-mentioned dwellers on (be plain. The 
words, and thcathe tone, which hke every other 
singularity, disagreeable at lirst, wants only cos- 
tom to soften, were demonstrative entirely of 
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the spirit and ioflaence of tLa parts which in- 
spired them. It was easy to perceive thatthey 
had been composed on the mountains of Greece, 
whose summits, though covered with eternal 
snows, but just rear themselves above where 
the earth jet feels the softening glow of the sun, 
and bears still verdure and flowers, 

The strains at length ceased, — a sure sign 
that the day's march was at its close, — and in a 
little wfaile the numerous banners of tbe Holy 
Cross, each differently coloured according to 
tlie phantasy of the leader, were met by the 
trembling peasants, who, partly to ensure their 
persons from ontrage, partly from devotion, 
paid profound homage to them as they passed. 
The small village in which the quarters for the 
night were to be beld, (eight hours distant from 
Tripolizza,) now showed itself in the vicinity of 
the troops, whose appearance was hailed by its 
inmates with loud shrieksand gloomy wailings, 
giving evidence of its unwelcomeness as they 
hurried away all their little effects, and closed 
precipitately the doors, to avert the all-destruc- 
tive hand of the Klephtes as he passed, Bui, 
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alas ! these precantioDs were needless : tbe 
Klephtes was oonstaDtly prepared for them. 
Dud seldom tronbled himself with solicitations 
to the master of the mansion to open for hitn, 
when his strong hand, with one eflbrt, could 
burst the entry. As the Palicari hastened to 
their work of destruction, an aged priest ar- 
rested his progress to bless them ; and on bis 
eyes encountering the stavro, added his last 
g;eneral absolution for all their sins, which was 
repeated, with still greater zeal and fervor, on 
the Bight of the gold phermfeli, pistols, and 
yataghan, which gleamed forth from the persons 
of the leaders. 

The quarters were now seized on by the 
haughty Chioaa, obedient only to the will of his 
captain. Nastuli did not forget to secure his own: 
and just as the sun sank behind the surrounding 
hills, he found himself housed with his soldiers 
in a Email dilapidated cottage, set in with va- 
rious shrnbs, and shaded by a plantation of 
prickly figs and paim trees, to which the soft 
light shed over them on the approach of even- 
ing, gave a beautiful effect. The cottage itself 
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was the property of the priest of the village ; 
before it were grazing some Egyptian cattle, 
aod within sat tbe old patriarch himself, with his 
family aroaod him, who welcomed the Philbel- 
lenes with a blessing : and what was infinitely 
more substantial, set ahout his eldest daughter, 
a fine girl of sixteen years of age, to prepare a 
mess of flour and peas bailed together, which, 
though not costly in its nature to a fastidions 
palate, was hailed, notwithstanding, with feel- 
ings of real gratification by his hungry guests 
about hini. The palicari having eaten, betook 
tbemaelves to repose ; and as Nastuli drew from 
his belt tbe weighty pistols, which threatened by 
their pressure to disturb him, a solid substance 
dropt out of the folds which his weapons hud 
occupied, carefully enclosed in paper. Unco- 
vering it hastily to see what it might contain, 
the first object which stmck him was a small 
gold ring. His attention was next directed to 
the following words : " It was not the bigotry 
of my mother, partaken of by me, which pre- 
vented an interview; but I knew that one 
would not have availed you aught, save to ex- 
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tort vows from yourself which yoa are not suffi- 
ciently steady to preserve, and to trifle with 
affections — all that belongs to me worth haviiij 
Adieu, yoDDg Capitano, be wiser, and then 
shall love you." This epistle, so enigmatically 
worded, troubled again and again the head of 
the reader: be held up first the paper, to the 
small lamp hanging over him, then the ring, to 
assure himself that he did not err in the iden- 
tity of either; and when, at leo^th, he fonn^' 
himself tolally unable to comprehend aught 
plied by the words, as relative to his own pr<i^ 
ceediugs, he paid them, nevertheless, the ho- 
mage which he would have done to the hand that 
penned tbem, by kissing the lines with all the 
ardor of a lover, and depositing them within the 
jeppa of his gold phermeli, that being the place 
nearest to his heart. He now felt, why, fae 
knew not. but not the less for being ignorant of 
the reason, that he loved Caterina more than h» 
ever had done before ; nay, he would have lefll 
the very cottage where he was ; and while the 
rest lay buried in sleep, would himself have re- 
trodden the mazes through which that day ha 
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had wandered with so mauy, and unattended by 
a single being, have found liia way to Tripolizza 
and thrown himselfattbefeetof hiafairrebuker. 
All this, love struggled witbin bim to perform ; 
bat unhappily for its accompUshment, the beel 
ofone of the old Vlachos, alTected by a drenm, 
strucif itself violently against a claster of bur- 
nished dnnpheghia, hanging suspended from 
the wall ; and while the sudden clattering which 
the movement made, brought towards it the at- 
tention of his Capitano, so did it turn the whole 
current of his ideas to a far diOerent source, 
and reminded him that the Turkish camp — not 
Caterina — was now his meteor to pursue. 

The morning had no sooner dawned than 
the march was re-commenced. The President 
was in an admirable mood ; his horses were not 
lamed by any hard rocks striking against their 
hoofs, for all was a plain before them ; the wea- 
ther was delightful, — the Phrondistes (^) a good 
one, — and, above all, Collenio, the yaun^ 
Italian whom he had sent as engineer to the 
castle, had dispatched couriers to tlie army 
with satisfactory reports of the siege ; a sub- 
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jectmnch more interestiDg 1o his Excellency 
now that be was on bia way towards its site. 

The next day's marcli brought tbe army to 
Soala, and Conduriottis, who preferred talking^ 
of war to eogagiog id it, and had thus far led 
on his cornpatriots, determined to make this his 
residence, until such time as shoald seem need- 
ful to him, his departare. It was indeed a 
pretty viUage, and less ruined than tbe others, 
and had, in bis Excellency's idea, a still greater 
charm, that of b?ing out of cannon's reach of the 
Turks. Mavrocordato, in the meantimp, ac- 
companied by Santa Rosa, in the capacity of 
aide-du-camp, wgs dispatched forthwilli towards 
Scoris, a small hamlet, three honrs' marcli from 
the enemy, and oil which held Iheir post the 
residue of the army. Baltimore, his friends 
and followers, marched on in advance. Tbe 
camp their steps tended to, was only six hours 
distant, and they moved rapidly and full of hope 
towards (be seat of action. On their way (bej 
encountered a number of Strafioti, retiring 
from tbe besieged town, leading some fine Arab 
steeds without Ibeir riders, who seemed, by the 
nnaccustomed mournfulness of their tread, to 
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sympathize in the losa they had sustained. A 
man of rather advanced age, with a waist shawt 
bound above his knee, and a large Bulgariaa 
turban round his head, giving a sickening Am- 
trast to the paleness of his visuge, moved iti 
their van, with difficulty contriving to sit the 
horse that bore him. That he was wounded 
was evident; iind Nastuli soon recognised in 
him the features of his old friend Luca, the cap- 
tain of Hadji Chrialo. Their hands were joined 
together in a moment. While the former con- 
doled with him on his accident, " It is but (he 
fortune of war," replied old Laca ; " I could for- 
get ray own hurts, but I grieve for my leader." 

" Has he fallen then ':" inquired Nastuli, 
with concern. 

" Not so either," answered the old Capitano ; 
'• Hadji Christo is proof to bullet or sabre cut; 
but what is worse than all, he is prisoner. The 
horses which we now lead are those of his fol- 
lowers, who have fallen in endeavoaring his res- 
cue. I was wounded, as you perceive; but 
when I have been to Scala to get dressed, shall 
see yon, perhaps, again. Adieu! it is painlnl 
to me to talk mncb." 
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her desolate property. Nastuli, fatigned aod 
vexed at finding nothing on his arrival where- 
with to allay his appetite, set no check to the 
abuse which Demo, his Chious, was venting oa 
the matron, but, on the contrary, added to it 
his owD. 

"Capitano," drawled oot the matron, with a 
peculiar whine, " other most noble klephtes 
have beenfaere before your valorship, and have 
eaten the flour, and killed all the fowls, and carried 
away the eggs in their mooselmauns; (*) how 
then can I find joa more i" To enforce this 
declaration, the cross was made and repeated, 
but without producing the hoped-for olTect, 
Nastuli relapsed into a gloomy -silence, antici- 
pating little good from all this longarconut: 
not so his Palicari: following up their code of J 
liberty, called in mind always more strongly 
when appetite suggested it, they paid small i 
heed to the credulity of their captain, but light- i 
ing a brand, set about most deliberately the 
firing of her hut. This scheme worked mar^ \ 
vels, for the flour was produced, the eggs, 
which had bee^ carried away, and even some 
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Moreote cheese, added to the repast. " "NVe 
■ball eat yet," said Nastuli, with a smile, an 
the indignation of his impatient Stratioti sab- 
tided. The observation was hardly made, when 
I & palicar rushed breathlessly into the abode. 
"Bad news!" lie exclaimed, wiping the mois- 
tiiTe from his forehead, and dcuianding a cup 
of water. " What is it V asked Baltimore, has- 
tily, " Scortes has been attacked at Criraethi," 
i replied tlie measeuger, "two hours' march from 
I hence: while raising Tambouria, on the plain, 
' and knowing better how to put his ship about 
flian to lead his soldiers on, baa been totally 
rented, and of his men eight hundred were 
I either slaughtered or made prisoners. This is 
I not the worst : Navarene cannot hold out, being 
'frithont provisions, all attempts to throw in any 
having been intercepted." The listeners, ex- 
cepting Staunton, Nastuli, and the black stand- 
ard-bearer, crossed themselves devoutly and in 
silence, while the old woman, with trembling 
band, placed the lamp, having a double qoan- 
tity of oil, before the shrine of the Panogea, 
ejaculating the most fervent petition to the 
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same, Grst fur fasr own safety, tbea for that of 
ber coantrjmen. The niglit was spent fever- 
ishly by some, tranquilly by others, and on the 
mornings the party left the house, followed hy 
the prayers and howling of all the good house- 
wives in the place, who looked upon tbem as 
already slaughtered, and offered up supplica- 
tions for the repose of tbeir sonis beforehand. 
Nastuli, who felt uo sigas of approaching death, 
and who rarely anticipated an evil before it ar- 
rived, felt more exhilarated than ever at the 
idea of the novel scenes which awaited bim. 
Staunton, on the contrary, was thoughtful. 
" Why so silect ?" asked his less pensive com- 
panion ; " why no more tales of America this 
morniog ? Has the heavy supper of last night 
oppressed you ?" '* The news, and not the sup- 
per," replied Stannton. " What ! shrink at 
danger, when so well prepared in conscience to 
encounter it!" said Nastuli. "But I know 
why your heart thus fails you : you repent of 
the lectures that you were giving bo impressively 
to the pretty cocoua, Nicolousa, at the first 
quarters where we halted on our march," *' For 
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nyeelf," replied Staanton, not heeding tlie last 
t taunt, " I am insensible to the feeling of fear, 
ice it is not from to-day lliat my sentimeots 
bave been formed ; but I regard at tliis niomeat 
I the state of our comrades who march with ns, 
as callous to impressioQ as the rocky soil they 
inhabit, and iguonuit that even after the aban- 
doument of this existence, they will yet have 
another to endure." 

" Hash, my friend," said Nastuli, " for 
though these sentiments be good and orthodox, 
when uttered in a tanguage which none save 
qorselves understand, I would not have them 
-> interpreted for an empire, since the translation 
Tould be attended with no other success than 
that of unnerving the arms, by the fear of dam- 
nation, which to-day are ready to wield the 
sabre for us. How could you, my dear Staun- 
ton, have joined yourself with such men, whose 
nature your own penetration must ere this 
have disclosed to you, to sigh for their sins in- 
stead of leading them on to battle.'" 

" Yon are utterly mistaken, Nastuli," re- 
joined Staanton, mildly; "the cause I fight for 
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— tbe people I condemn. My sword sliall ever 
be drawn against their oppressors ; but in- 
struction only, not my sword, can improve the 
hearts of the oppressed. I wish them to know 
merely for what reason they themselves are now 
united — to shew them of what is a symbol the 
cross they rear — and by impressing on their 
imaginations who died on it, and for why, in- 
duce them to forsalte their sins while tliere be 
time, not intimidate them by the sight of tbem ; 
for I doubt not," he added, " but that one short 
prayer delivered from the soul to its Creator for 
forgiveness, would save its perdition even in the 
last hour." 

*' I doubt it niuch," replied Nastuli ; " I am 
little disposed to think that a sacrilice extorted 
by fear alone would ever find its way to the 
Creator. I would rather say, that the man who 
binds bis hopes on his Redeemer, whom 
tbroDgh all the pride of his chequered existence 
he has renounced, and makes bis appeal at last 
to the throne of mercy, because he has no other 
resource, merely redoubles his sins, and echoes 
tbe sentence of bis own perdition. The men 
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wbom we have with us, are for the most part 
' coDfirmed vilUtna ; leave them as such, and tbey 
will fight bravely ; but place new notions into 
tJieir heads, and they will trust to the swiftness 
of their legs, not to a heart which will cease to 



As no Turks were yet lo be seen, StauntoQ 
consented to forbear further discourse upon a 
subject which appeared to be painful to tbe 
feelings of his friend. They had approached a 
small hamlet, tbe nearest to the Turkish camp 
wherein the inhabitants dared to remain. The 
Pbilhellenes here took with them a guide, 
their soldiers being unacquainted with thn situ- 
ation of the advanced posts. Tbe plain was 
lost sight of, and mountains, steep and wooded, 
promised less pleasantly to our campaigners. 
Tbe streamlets, which the day before had glided 
along their path so gently, were now exchanged 
for hoarse mountain torrents, which foaming 
and dashing at their foot, formed the only se- 
paration between the beigbth past, and the one 
rising for them to ascend. To this roar a new 
one soon added its bass — the cannons playing 
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incessaDtly from Navarene. " We are in the 
ri^ht road, however," exclaimed Ballimore, 
with a look of satisfaclion, as tbc last sounds 
Biingled with the stream. A sudden discharg-e 
of musquetry checked the continuance of hia 
expressions. Nastali and Staunton unslun^ 
their carbines, and held them in readiness, while 
they looked anxiously around them. " It id 
but the guide who has left us," said Baltimore, 
drily. The rascal in fact had fled, and his latik 
form could be traced at intervals as he darted 
dawn a steep hill, tbrongh a plantation of olives. 
No shot, however, reached him, and all hopes 
of retribntion became »ain. The fellow, it 
seems, had preferred the tending of his sheep 
and bis hovel, wretched as it was, to being the 
escort of a troop of Palicari over a path dark 
and dangerous, just as a rainy night began to 
set in. 

Tbns rendered ignorant of their route, they 
halted on the summit of an adjoining hill, where 
the thick copses and briars seemed to promise 
them ambush until the morning, and taking 
their seats on the ground, wrapt their wet ca- 



potes around them, in tbat sort of mournful 
silence generally attendant upou those who are 
forced to resignation, on an unlucky event, from 
want of ability to better it ; of this only they 
were certain, and the knowledge of it leaded 
little to their satisfaction, that tlie Turkish ca- 
valry made their nightly rounds, and every 
rnstling appeared to be the sound of their horses' 
lioofd. 

Few cared to shake off their fitful slumbers 
as the rays of light fell on them. There is 
something indeed so cheering in the hrst dawn 
to those who have been brought to pass a night 
like this; the ideas seem to revivify with the 
light of it; and the danger, although in fact it 
may be nearer, in imagination is dispelled with 
the sombre shades of night. Each now dared 
again to regard the other, and, as the ligbt 
strenglhened, arose from his moist seat to take 
a view of where had been situated his nightfs 
abode. The rain of the past evening was suc- 
ceeded by a fine sky, and the sun, glittering 
opon the crescent, shewed the white tents of 
the Musselmen at Modon. This sight, though 
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too near for their saftty, told them, neverthe- 
less, the danger to avoid. The black standard- 
bearer tried to cross biniself with the rest, and j 
even to utter a keerie ele'ison ; (*) but the sound 
died on his lips, and was succeeded by a suddeo J 
burst of joy, which nature struck out of him, , 
spile of himself, on perceiving that he was 
near the tents of his brethren. The action did 
not escape unnoticed, for a pistol shot was lired J 
— not exchanged — as Hassan fell dead by the ] 
side of his pitched bairak. Tbe Chious of Nai 
tali had avenged his savage mirth, and stood J 
with his arms akimbo, gazing with a look of J 
keen satisfaction on the featores of the Mahof< < 
metan, as they writhed in the agonies of deaths 
The rest of the Palicari did not trouble them- 
selves even with a look either at the perpetra^ J 
tor or at Hassan, 

Their implacable animosity towards the tribe ' 
of which the latter had been a member, faad^ 
throughout the march, made him the object of J 
their malice, and a feeling of courtesy alone to- 
wards their leader had prevented tbem from ao- 
licipating long since this act of Demo, so cba- 
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ritable to all tlieir feelings : a good opportmiity 
had now occurred, and few felt sorry at Hassan's 
removal. Nasluli and Staunton were the onlj' 
individuals of the assembly vbose feelings 
ruffled by the event: the former was overcome 
by piqne at seeing the law taken so arbitrarily 
into the hands of one of his followers. " Uow 
is this, DemoT' he demanded of the fellow who 
had executed in so snramarj a mode the sen- 
tence of condemnation given by himself, '• Ef- 
fendi," replied Demo, with composure, " you 
will soon learn the service I have done you : 
this dog woald havo betrayed ds all, and had 
be known last night the position which we oc- 
cnpied he would have apprised the Turkish 
oamp of it, and had us all slaughtered." The 
previous'ways of Hassan had not been unuoticed 
by Nastuli : satisfied with this excuse, there- 
fore, he followed the philosophy of Baltimore, 
who, supplying on the spot, the loss of his stan- 
dard bearer, motioned significantly that all had 
been well done: Staunton alone could not be 
persuaded. " That man," he said, " should 
not have been treated thos, even thongh he had 
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betrayed us ; tbongh he himself had been our 
murderer. The fault would not have been his^ 
but your's, Baltimore, for having misplaced 
your confidencec He has done but his duty in 
hating us, since his perverted imagination held 
it out to him as the only way of entering Par»« 
dige«'* 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



Hear (hit our last 
Wa yel withdraw 



iuB accepted, 
Siegf of Dum 



I 



Staunton was iuterrupted in the midst of Iijs 
opinion by the sound of a body of men, moving 
towards them, and the trampling of horses in 
advance. Convinced, beyond doubt, that this 
was a foraging party of the enemy, each ob- 
taining a partial ambush from the copse, pre- 
pared for his defence, waiting, in breathless 
suspense, their approach. These fears, how- 
ever, were not of long duration, but converted 
into an ecstasy of joy, as they discovered a nu- 
merous body of Greeks, with several Capitani 
on horseback, at the head of whom was a tall 
handsome man, who, by the thick close- cropped 
beard, and laughing countenance, which mark- 
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ed him, was easily discerned for Papa Yauni. 
Having heard in the village they last passed 
throDgh of the distress of the Phi I hell en es, their 
ignorance of the country and scarcity of nnm- 
bers, he hail good-naturedly taken the road 
pointed out to him as theirs, and was brought 
ultimately to the spot where they had bivouacked, 
by the sound of the pistol wbicb punished 
Hassan's ill' timed mirth. Giving up his horse 
to his Chiese, he ran towards Nastuli, and em- 
braced him. " Where is Cashimir?" was the 
first demand be maaST'" and where the horse 
which used to carry you so gaily ?" 

" My little page," replied Nastuli, " was 
too young and dehcate, I thought, to introduce 
just yet to scenes of war; I sent him, there- 
fore, to his mother, at Athens, under the coudi- 
tion of claiming him on my return: my horse 
Was lame, and I parted wilh him," 

" Is it possible," said Ihe Papas, gravely, 
" that you should have been so insensible to 
the merits of your young Icoglan ? He has 
followed me in every war, shared with me in 
every toil, (and I have had more, I reckon, than 
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yda bjEtve yet encoantered,) without ever utter- 
log a complaint ; and has always been cheer- 
ful and of more service to me than all my Pali* 
cari around. I could have forgiven you the 
disposal of the misuri, but to part with Casbimir 
is unpardonable. However/' continued the 
Papas, ^' we'll no more of this, for the tents of 
Ibrahim are glittering in the sun-beams/. and a 
level lies yonder for us to pass, on which many 
have been left since yesterday;'' The plain of 
Crimethi, alluded to by the Papas, soon ap* 
peared, as he had predicted. Palicari were 
strewn thickly upon it in the sleep of death, 
while' a very few Moslemen, forgetful of their 
rancour towards the sect, were reposing peace«- 
fully in the midst of them. This was the first 
field of slain Nastuli had ever beheld, and his 
eyes, unaccustomed to the sight, averted them* 
selves instinctively. Not so Papa Yauni s 
passing through the bodies with a perfect indif - 
ference, he only expressed his sorrow at not 
having been on the spot when their souls de-* 
parted, that they might have received absola- 
tion from him, and died more ChristiaQ*like, 
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Tlie plain of slaughter had scarce been past, 
when the body of campaigners separated ; the 
one part, in which were Baltimore and Staun- 
ton, directing their march towards Palaiocastru, 
a fort opposite to Navarene ; the other, led on 
by Papa Yantii and the young Capitano, to- 
wards the town of Neocastro or Navarene, at 
which they succeeded in arriving. The siege 
was being carried on vigorously. Ibrahim had 
received hints of the inertness of the President, 
and had profited by it, in blockading with his 
land forces Palaiocastro and Navarene ; while 
the Egyptian and Turkish fleets were outside 
the harbour, and had already made two disem- 
barkments on the small island of Sphacteria, 
standing in the centre of the bay, and com- 
manding from its little fortress both the castles. 
The Greeks stationed on it were few in num- 
ber ; their suppUes were nearly exhausted, and 
the hope of a reinforcement destroyed, on ac- 
count of the strength of the armaments of 
Mecbmet and Topal, and the positions held by 
them, which defied a power so small as the Hy- 
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cbriotes malerially to shake, or the skill of tAd 
Miaulis to exchange. 

Ma vro cord a to, with Santa Rosa liia aid-de- 
camp, was wlUiiu the besieged towD, 'Mid 
the present siapect of affairs, the cameleoo 
hues of the former were called to their fall 
display. 'Vhe shades he now assumed were of 
the most sanguine hae. He felt it his interest 
to inspirit the Palicari by blinding their eyes to 
the dangers around them — a philosopliy which 
hia diplomatic spirit enabled him to support, 
from a full conscioDsneis that for his indV< 
vidnal safety he could always negotiate with 
Ibrahim, whom he knew, 'midst all bis invete- 
racy, to be politic ; and that once away with 
Coaduriottis in the island of Hydra, events 
would redound to his own interest, howevw 
fktal they might prove to his instruments, the i 
populace. With many he succeeded ; for those I 
Capitani whose interests were allied to his, had 
already inculcated his notions on their followers, 
and talked in the same light strain as when 
housed at Napoli, surrounded by coaches anA 
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fair Caphidgees. But these feelings were not 
nniversnl. Many, whose absence of Ihe requi- 
site claims denied them lo bask in the favour of 
a patron's smile, and olbers whose pride for- 
bade Ihem to be hushed by if, turned from the 
specious Fanuriote towards the generous Santa 
Rosa, who disdained to throw a temporary gloss 
over things which would so soon be divested of 
it by reality. Collenio, the young Italian, who 
acted as chief engineer of the casUe, Lad just 
recovered from a wound, occasioned by the burst- 
ing of a shell : he welcomed Nastuli cordially, 
and procured Lim quarters in the wardroom. 

The cannonading had not commenced on 
either side, and all, save a few patroles, were 
still buried in sleep, wben the castle of Nava- 
rene was alarmed at an early hour, by the ap- 
pearance of two Turkish agas, approaching, 
with slow pace, towards it, attended by some 
Arabs, beating a parley, and displaying the 
banner of amity. Collenio, with his Drago- 
maun, and an equal number of Stratioti, de- 
iicended from his small apartment, and Laving 
inquired into tbe design of these ambassadors, 
s2 
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admitted tbem, with tbe accustomed ceremo- 
nies, within the fortress. Tlio bandage wa» 
then removed from their eyes, and they sat 
themselves down. Ismael Aga, the most dis- 
tinguished of the heralds, cast his eye^. 
around Liin, to see wlio were his listeners, 
then explained tits mission. " Ibrahim,' 
taid, " the most warlike of Pashas, " sends by 
me, greeting;, to his insurgent slaves. He in- 
vites them to return and pay homage as before, 
without more of their blood beii^ spilt, while 
die crescent may yet receive them, and Maho- 
met g;rant pardon." 

" The siege," replied Collenio, throngh his 
interpreter, " has as yet been attended with 
little bloodshed: what may flow hereafter we 
have hearts to look on." Ismael shrngged up 
his shonlders. 

" If tbe Prophet's nanie has no weight witli 
you," he continued — "if jou concur in refus- 
ing the sublime interposition, which, as a 
descendant from Mahomet, my master might 
iiavo offered yon, I will lay forth only 
lural means for your preservation. We kaowi 
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ihat yon are starving; ; that no assistance can be 
procured to you, for the armies of the Sultan 
blockade your castle by land, and his fleet your 
port by sea. Aetura then to repentance ; kiss 
your master's feet, as you were wont to do, and 
let your wives and children be spared ; for if 
you refuse this sammona, the very croas you 
fight for shall be the instrument of their impale- 
ment." The door of ibe small wardroom at 
this crisis flew opeu, and a trencher was laid 
before the heralds, with wine, fine biscuita, more 
water Ihau necessary for their use, and eveu 
some choice caviar. The cottntetiaDce of Is- 
mael dropped as he looked on it. " The 
Gbiaourij mock us," he observed to his com- 
panion, in an under tone^ "the very sand tbey 
were wont to grovel in bas turned to pearls for 
their use." The rorapunction prescribed to a 
good Musselman prevented Ismael for a time 
from partaking of the banquet prepared. His 
scruples, however, evaporated before his iucli- 
uatian, and after a short preparatory demand 
for pardon, he set to, with all the feeling of a 
slaancb tnlidei. As he paid court to the wine. 



392 SKETCHES OP 

which he had been unused to in the camp of 
Ibrahim, his native haughtiness relaxed. — 
" Christian !" he said, tarning to Collenio^ *' cor 
tribes may yet agree. The blood which has 
hitherto been shed has been extracted by reason 
of certain factions and prejudices which mast 
soon be quelled. The feast of Bsuuram ap* 
preaches, and before the next moon be full, I 
foresee that our souls will be bound together by 
the ties of fraternity. The Aga stopped for a 
moment to acquire new breath, holding out the 
bowl unconsciously during the pause, that the 
Caphidg^, who stood near, might pour into it 
the forbidden beverage. No sooner was it re- 
plenished than he resumed his discourse. ^* I 
will pledge you," he said, "and then I will 
depart, for my master already knits his brow at 
the tardiness of my return. Think, Christians, 
of the indulgence offered to you ; kiss but the 
feet of the representative of the Prophet, ''and 
you shall be again in favour.'' 

Ismael nodded his head against the trencher, 
as he concluded his offer^ to which the Greeks 
replied by a shout of derision. *• Tell Ibrahim," 
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said CoUenio, " that we have provisions for 
three months, onr ramparts are uDJnipaired, 
our gnns are good, and the hearts of those sta- 
tioned at them are still better. At tbe end of 
three months, should the worst happen, we will 
snrrender — but not tamely ; for there is a train 
already laid, which wants only the match to it 
on his entering the citadel, unless he lirst make 
a suitable armiatice." The heralds, who wonld 
have wished to remain longer, had Ibey con- 
salted the feeling of sensuality, were led back 
the same way they had been brought, and re- 
tired to the camp of Ibrahim, scarcely daring to 
give an account to the irascible Pasha of tbe 
answer which had been delivered to his conde- 
scending adfances. Baffled in all their calcu- 
lations on the supplies of tbe Greeks, from the 
Inxaries foreign ' even to Ibrahim's t«jt, of 
Thich they had been partakers, they little 
guessed that a mere ruse de guerre had pre- 
served this small store, and occasioned it (o be 
laid out for their deception, while, in fact, the 
citadel was saSering under such a dearth of 
provisions as only to allow the scantiest rations 
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for its defenders, and even those limited to the 
space of eight days. Beyond that period they 
must either starve or surrender. Meantime the 
island of Sphacteria was threatened hy new 
disemharkmentSy and the small number of 
Greeks stationed there to defend it, found them- 
selves unequal to the task. Mavrocordato^ 
'mici this emergency^ called a council of war ; 
but little could be expected from a debate 
where every chief made it a point of duty to 
oppose himself diametrically to the advice of the 
other. The Prince smoked his pipe, and af- 
fected to give ear to the opinions of the factious 
set around him — all the while, however, intent 
only upon his own schemes, to which he bad 
accommodated his mind some weeks before. At 
the crisis when disputes were hottest, and there 
appeared least chance of coming to a conclusion, 
Santa Rosa entered the apartment. His noble 
demeanor inspired for a moment respect into 
the breast even of the most savage, and their de- 
bate was suspended. " Count," exclaimed the 
Prince, rising from his carpet to welcome him, 
** you seem as though sent us by heaven, to cor* 
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rect, by j^our salutary advice, the indesision 
which is predotninant in all our plaDS, when we 
most need them to be effeclive." 

"Sir," replied Santa Rosa, " I am far from 
worthy of the loftiness which yon attribute to 
my mission. A sense of duty has called rae hi- 
ther, to represent to your highness what my 
experience assures me to be the case. The only 
spot which can snve Navarene, is closely in- 
vaded by the enemy, and so slightly supplied 
with numbers, that the Greeks will not be able 
longer to defend it. Send reinforcements to 
Sphacteria, and the army of Ibrahim may yet 
withdraw." 

"To Sphacteria!" exclaimed the Prince, 
with affected surprise— willing rather to sur- 
render the town at a moment's warning, than 
to expose hia person there — "a man so long 
experienced in war as Santa Rosa mnst be 
aware that its locality cannot so materially aflect 
Navarene as to render such proposals neces- 
sary. Were it so even, the small number of 
Stratioti whom the most illostrions President 
has spared from those attending him at Scala, 
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are absolntely indiapensable, from their station 
here, for tlie defence of the besieged town." To 
these objeutioDs, which Mavroeordato studied to 
render specious, he vi&s urged, by the coQscioas- 
ness of his own talents being aufficient to avert 
absolute ill from himself. He felt happy lb the 
treaty which Ibrahim had already offered bim; 
and altlioagb then refused, his arts, he knew, 
could effect its renewal when he pleased. The 
horses would, of course, previously be ready to 
carry the President and himself on their flig'ht, 
before the terms of capitulation should be ra- 
tified, and then once boused beneath the roof 
of bis patron, on the firm rock of Hydra, what 
cared he, secure in the interest of so great a 
man, whether the whole Morea, which he foretf J 
saw already inimical to his measures, were to4 
iucnr absolute destroctioa ? He wished not, 
however, lo shake off Santa Rosa, of whom he 
knew he might yet stand in need, and there- 
fore tempered his objectionable arguments with 
a certain deference to the opinion of the 
Count, as he observed the blood flush over his 
generally pale features. "For the post which 
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you commend," observed the former, " the Hy- 
driote fleet, stationed there to prevent the ene- 
my's disembarkation, I should judge to be 
sufficient safeguard. In short. Sir," replied 
Santa Rosa, without deigning to give heed to 
the palliative of the Prince; " you refuse to 
take my measures, while you ask me for my 
advice: I will urge it tbea no longer. Abide 
by your own judgment, and when you see the 
fruit of it — when the bolt which now is forging 
shall be riven, Santa Rosa will not be blamed. 
Xou refuse to send assistance where only it 
would be requisite — I will give mine alone, and 
endeavour to encourage a feeling of enthusiasm 
within the breast of those poor fellows left to be 
sacrificed, when they might be saved." 

The Count retired hastily, not to betray his 
feelings, and flung himself on a. small stone 
bench, in the ward-room of the castle. Col- 
lenio was not within there ; a sense of the dan- 
ger by which they were threatened had called 
him to the Hydriote fleet, to consult, if pos- 
sible, dispassionately, on the best means for 
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llieir preservation. Tbe business of the day 
had been little, the cannonadiii^ bein^ con- 
tinued OD botti sides at loug' intervals and with- 
out vigor. Nastuli, who I'roni the ramparts had 
observed the hurried step and agitated manner 
of the Count, moved towards faim, and fancy- 
ing that some serious evil had arrived, shook 
him gently by the shoulder to awake him from 
hia reverie, and to demand the nature of it. 
The Count felt disturbed to find that his weak- 
ness had been discovered. Rising hastily, he 
paced the small apartment : " I will no longer 
be the sport of them," burst from him at length, 
almost unconsciously ; then correcting fais trans- 
ports, and taking the hand of Nastuli within 
his own, " I shall soon leave you, my dear boy,'' 
he added affectionately, " and I carry with me 
a presentiment that I shall not see you again." 
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NOTES TO VOL. I. 



Chap. I. 



(') Stratioti. — Soldiers. 

(^) Yataghan. — A straight sword^ worn in the pistol- 
belt upon the waist. 

(*) Fanariote. — A Greek who has held a political 
office under the Porte. 

(*) Phermeli. — The gold embroidered vest, which 
forms one of the principal ornaments to the Hel- 
lenic costume. 

(^) Sarrukia. — Shoes formed like a skait, used on 
the mountains for marching. 

(•) Papoutzi. — Slippers. 

(^) Syneleipsis. — Annual assembly of the nation to 
elect a new president. 

(•) Vlacho. — A term given to those of the soldiery 
who pique themselves on the length and hard- 
ship of their services, of which the filth of their 
garments alone form generally the honourable 
badge. ^ 
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(•) Yelee. — ^Waistcoat. 

('®) Chious. — The one next in rank to the captain. 

(*•) Epparch. — Head of a province. 

(**) Machmoud. — A gold coin^ called after the Sultan. 

(**) Cliimera. — The belt worn round the waist^ in 

which the Greeks hold their money. 
(**) Pelasca. — Cartouche. 
(*') Parades^ money en gros ; panir^ the smallest coin 

in the Turkish dominions. 
(*•) Will eat our heads ^i vd ^yovv rd icc^dXca 

ficLQ, A figurative expression^ used to convey the 

idea of inordinate extortion. 
(*') Calabacleiki. — Baggage. 
(*•) Gaphidg^. — Pipe-bearer. 
(»*) Chibouk.— Pipe. 

Chap. II. 

(*) Frankistan. — ^Name applied to all the European 
nations. 

(*) Paiicari. — Appellation of the mountain warriors. 

Q) The amber mouth-piece.*— The principal ornament 
of the pipe. 

(♦) Effendi. — Term of respect. 

(*) Klephtes. — Those Greeks who have never been 
under the dominion of die Tnrks^ but have al- 
ways waged a predatory warfare widi them. 

(•) '^ Many years may you live."— The common sa- 
lutation on entering a house. 

(') A Greek sayings &c. 
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To ficyoXo iraXiKdpi 
E^f c yj^vpai^ 'trav Kpi^api. 

The interpretation of this distich we leave 
to those who may themselves be conversant in the 
Romaic^ for fear of offending some ears^ should 
it be translated. 

(®) Dragomaun. — ^Interpreter. 

(®) Ghitza. — A wooden bowl used for containing 
wine. 

(*«) Carbee. — ^Ramrod. 



Chap. III. 

Q) Paploma. — Quilting of silk. 

(2) Panogea. — The Virgin. 

(^) Milordo. — ^Any Frank supposed to have money. 

(*) Bairakt^. — Standard-bearer. 

Q) Evil year, &c. icdjco \p6yov vd xcic — A common 
anathema of the nation. 

(^) Tambouri, — Breast- works of stone or clay thrown 
up hastily by the Greeks^ to resist the Turkish 
cavalry on a plain. 

Q) Calzes. — Gaiters. 

(^) Doupheghi.— Albanian musket. 

(') Striking his stirrups, &c.— ^The stirrups are point- 
ed and act as spurs. 

(>^) Hadji. — One who has made a pilgrimage to Je- 
rusalem. 
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Chap. IV. 

(») Jubbee.— Cloak. 

/•) Chiese.-^Groom. 

(*) With his own eyes, /ik rd fidria fwv. An affir- 
mation not unfrequently used to enforce belief 
beyond the possibility of a doubt. 

{*) Sacoula. — Tobacco bag. 

(') Candle-snuffer nation^ yj/aXi^Kijpi, — An epithet 
applied to the Franks, from the similitude "which 
their pantaloons make them bear to that ma- 
chine, when it is distended for use. 

(•) Dervane. — A pass from Derbend, Persian« 

C) Palamede. — The mountain fortress of Napoli^ 
styled, on account of its strength, the Gibraltar 
of the Archipelago. 

(*) From her ashes. — Argos has been destroyed five 
times, and rebuilt as many. 

(•) Foustani. — Long robe, worn by the women. 

(>'>) Little tapers. — The relatives of the deceased are 
accustomed every Friday to kindle a light near 
the remains of the departed. 

(^') Argelees. — Pipes smoked through a glass tube, 
containing water. 

Chap. V. 

(») Foustanella — ^The light Albanian kilt. 

(*) The Prince. — A title still maintained by Mavro« 

cordato, on account of his family having beeu 

Hospodars. 
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{') Amidst the grandeur of Ali Pachn. — CoDetti was 
first Doctor, then Mioister and inliinate at the 
court of tills satrap, 

(') The black Prince. — Mavrocordato is frequently 
hoDoured with this appellatioD, od account of 
the first sjUable of his name denoting that 

(') Jeppa. — Pocket. 

Chap. VI. 

(') His most anli^tened.— Title giren to the Pre- 
sident. 

(_') Feljani. — A cup for wine or coffee. 

(') Provisions in my drawers. — The calottes of the 
Greek aailors appear strange to the European 
eye od account of their ample folds. 

Chap. VIL 
(') iStamboul. — Constantinople. 
(') Raki.— Brandy. 
('} From back to back. — As soon as the guent has 

finished his beverage, tbe page standing behind 

replenishes the bowl, and passes it over his 

shoulder to the neit 
(<) Confessor and chieftain. — These two offices are 

frequently united. 

Chap. VUl. 

(') Icoglan.— Page. 

(') Konaki. — Quarters for the soldiery. 
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mea, but generally glad to ^etjifly. 
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Ectalesticon.— Seat of the executive body. 


ti 


Chap. IX. 


1 f o 


Burnt on his iiauncbea. — The Arubiam 
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burnt whilst colts, in streaks, denoting 




breed. 
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Misuri. — An Arab horse. 


•;i (■) 


Gold coins, &u.— These are studded t 




about the hair, as well to poise it equal)] 
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flowing state, as to denote the birth i 
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Chap, X. 
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Armaloli. — Albanians, who, during the T 








passes, and who generally contrived lo lev 






[ i (■) 


Arcondia sa. — Lady . 


I (■) 


Rosin. — The wine in the Morea has rosin 




with it, by way of preserving it longer. 
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Calvar.— Sweetmeat. 
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Who so nobly defended Parta.— The b. 
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which they valiantly resisted, by the 1 
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cava]^,. 
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The death-dirge. — On the decease of any | 
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and hired mourners assembled for the oc 
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(7) Kissed his hand. — It is customary thus to salate 

the papas on quitting him. 
(^) Astinomo. — Head of the police. 

GuAP. XI. 

(*) Vracolicos. — Vampyre. 

(*) Saracostee. — ^Fast-day. 

(3) Ergasteri. — Shop. 

{*) Anglos. — Englishman. 

(*) The craggy isle. — Hydra. 

(•) Kerasia. — Pipe made out of the cherry-tree, 

(J) Exchanged chibouks.-— A mark of friendship. 

(«) Fesh. — Small red skull-cap. 

(») Eortee.— Feast-day. 

(**) Caphidgee. — Females of the first family in Greece 
officiate in the capacity of pipe-bearer to those 
whose birth^ family, rank^ or fortune^ may en- 
title them to an extraordinary degree of re- 
spect. 

Chap. XII. 
Q) Cocona. — ^Equivalent to the title of Mademoiselle. 

Chap. XIII. 

(*) Kiosk. — Mosque. 

(•) Muezzim. — A cryer stationed on the roof of the 

kiosk to proclaim the hour of prayer. 
(^) Your Valorship. — Title ceded to those who have 

soldiers under their command. 
{*) Desfina. — ^Another name for the Virgin. 
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{*) Comboloia. — ^Beads of amber^ which the Greeks 

smng in their hands by way of amusement. 
(*) Evangelion. — The bible. 

Chap, XIV. 

Q) Taiee. — A small sum of money^ given instead of 
the rations^ when the soldiers under your com- 
mand are idling with you in a town. 

(*) Stavro. — ^The holy cross. 

(') Grammatico. — Secretary. 

Chap. XV. 
(*) Phrondistes. — Commissary. 
(*) Moosoolmaun. — A piece of canvas oiled over, in 

which they enclose their guns during rainy 

weather. 
(*) Kerie eleison. — Lord have mercy upon us. 
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